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This is probably no surprise to many of you, but I want to proclaim it loudly: I believe in 

God. Not only that, I need to have a relationship with God. My faith is an ongoing 

journey. It started as an intellectual dialogue with Jewish tradition. It was rooted in 

rational thought. These were the skills I acquired in school—critical analysis, logical 

conclusions, probing questions in search of concrete answers. When I went to seminary, 

I added a Jewish dimension from the classical Reform Jewish theologians starting in the 

19th century. Based on the German principles of Weissenschaft deJudentum—

scientific/rational study of Judaism, I created an intellectual foundation to be a rabbi. 

But questions of faith still gnawed at me. There was logical perception but there was a 

spiritual (if not emotional) hole in how I approached it. Rabbi Myriam Klotz who is a 

spiritual guide and teacher encouraged me to let go of the intellect and open myself up 

to living my faith. Her approach was less defining and more experiencing. Rational 

intellect had to make room for activating an intuitiveness that let God in. 

The Kotzker Rebbe asked his students: where does God dwell? He answered, wherever 

we let God in! 

For me, the challenge was reclaiming the power of the bracha. I approached it as a 

pretext for doing a holy act. It was Friday night, with candles to be lit. Say the blessing. 

These lights are now different than birthday candles. But in Rabbi Klotz’s approach, the 

blessing is the conduit between the Mitzaveh (the Commander/God) and the mitzvah 

(the command). Invoking the blessing created a fluidity of action that starts with God’s 

voice, not my action/doing. This experiential approach opened me to let God be 

present… Baruch ATAH Adonai… Blessed are YOU God… YOU are here… with me! 

Enter now this week’s parasha. Moses hits the rock twice to bring forth water instead of 

speaking to it as God instructed. He added his own narrative to this: “Listen, you rebels, 

shall WE get water for you out of this rock?” Moses suggested that his actions were 

synonymous with God’s. That is the height of arrogance and hubris! Sure, we can seek to 



mitigate the circumstances: his sister just died, he was under tremendous stress, etc. But 

the fact is simple—he didn’t obey the mitzvah and he acted as if he was God.  The text 

continues with God proclaiming to Moses and Aaron: “Because you did not trust Me 

enough to affirm My sanctity in the sight of the Israelite people, therefore you shall not 

lead this congregation into the land that I have given them.” 

Harsh punishment? As II Samuel 1:27 notes: “How the mighty have fallen…” But Rabbi 

Harold Kushner sees it differently. He writes in one of his books that Moses’ stress 

proves that he is the wrong leader to go forward as they prepare for the conquest. Moses 

passes leadership to Joshua with the good counsel of “be strong and resolute.” Then 

Moses gets a reward for 40 years of leadership—an intimacy with God that permits him 

to gaze into the future. Sure–Moses stumbled, but he comes to the end of his life not 

bitter nor feeling cheated. Rather he is strong in his faith and full of energy as when he 

was younger: “His eyes were not dimmed nor his vigor abated.” (Deuteronomy 34: 7) In 

the end, Moses remembers the spiritual discernment that lets him experience God in all 

the Divine glory! That’s right—God said to Moses that he did enough and then let him go 

into retirement. 

In Pirkei Avot, it is written: It is not your duty to finish the work, but neither are you at 

liberty to neglect it. 

Moses lost his faith for a brief moment. As a result, his anger and temper got the better 

part of him. By stepping back, Moses reclaimed the essence of his spiritual life—the 

intimacy that was key to his relationship with God. I hope that we don’t strike the rock 

twice, but there are times we are tempted. Our spiritual journey is one that can let us 

achieve beautiful experiences with the sacred if we just pause and reflect before we act. 

 


