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It is time to take a wholistic approach to how we study a very challenging Torah portion. Wholistic is not 

just a step-back-type observation, it is also a dig deep way of doing things. Rabbi H. Leonard Pollard z”l 

was fond of saying that Torah study was like building a fence around a field; sure the fencing surrounds 

the land but it is digging the posts deep into the ground that keeps it secure. This means that our 

studying of Torah could take a transcendent approach on application and meaning, but every-now-and-

then one has to dig deep to understand its meaning. 

Enter this double sedra—Tazria and Metzora. It is some of the ugliest images within Leviticus. It 

describes pus-filled lesions, leprosy, mold, menstruation, nocturnal emissions, and the status of a 

woman after a child is born. Proof that Torah is not all rainbows after a flood and bushes burning 

unconsumed in the desert. But it is in the Torah and we cannot escape addressing it; just like in our day-

to-day reality, there are some things we cannot avoid that are quite unpleasant. 

How do we deal with this? One way is found in a midrash, which is an interpretation of Leviticus 14:37—

“when the kohen/priest examines the plague, he looks closely at it to ensure that the plague in the walls 

of the house is found to consist of greenish or reddish streaks that appear to go deep into the wall,...” In 

Leviticus Rabbah, there is a teaching that states that the kohen/priest needs to look at it with two 

eyes—one eye on the actual infection and the other on what is occurring in the house. The midrash is 

encouraging the kohen/priest to study the actual event and take a wholistic approach to what is going 

on. This is another illustration of Rabbi Pollard’s teaching. 

Extrapolating this to a different level, let’s examine the teaching of a neo-Chasidic thinker of Hillel 

Zeitlin, who died in 1942 on a train from the Warsaw Ghetto to the Nazi death camp of Treblinka. A 

scion of a Chasidic dynasty, Zeitlin turned away from traditional Judaism to study western philosophy 

and literature. Like his peers and friends (Martin Buber, Franz Rosenzweig, and Abraham Joshua 

Heschel), he applied his newfound knowledge to Jewish living and philosophy. In his essay called “Being 

and Nothingness”, Zeitlin calls for a communities’ heteronomy to face internal autonomy; meaning that 

outside forces should not overcome a person’s ability to perceive or learn. A person should be objective 

in their study and seek to understand things with a heuristic approach. Zeitlin’s approach was that 

information and spirituality are internalized in a person who has the responsibility to process it so that it 

can be a part of that person’s consciousness. This is what the kohen/priest does in the house—he 

examines the mold and seeks to understand the environment around it. It is the fence around the field 

with posts being dug deep.  

Our sedra is a challenging one, that is for sure. However, we should embrace the words of God in such a 

way that we should not be squeamish. We should take a wholistic approach—one of the contexts, in 

which it is written and delve deeply into an understanding of its nuances. That is the majesty of Torah.  



 


