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Adolescence is a difficult time in a family dynamic. A child grows into a teen who is 

seeking the parameters of being an adult.  As the body matures, the desire to strive for 

independence becomes apparent. Usually marked by tension and even combativeness, it 

is a stage of life that singles out the relationship within the family is going to change. 

There is no easy remedy for this phase; rather it is to embrace it before hand so as to 

create the memories that will sustain a teen as they move into being a young adult.  

For 3 weeks now, the Israelites are going thru the pangs of adolescence of sorts. The 

people remembered the foods that they ate so freely in Egypt; while forgetting how they 

were enslaved by tyrannical rule. The people cried out in fear as they projected a lack of 

self-esteem; they were reluctant to move ahead in the land God promised them. Now we 

sense a myopic, narcissism and eroticism that crippled the populous as they stood still. 

The missing component is trusting in God’s providence. People knew the richness of 

flavor they left behind as they rewrite their memories and forgetting burdens of 

servitude. Now the rebellion against Moses’ leadership is confronted. Then there is this 

parasha. Led by Korach, Datan and Abiram; they challenge Moses’ claim to leadership.  

Unable to stand still, go ahead or turn back—the Israelites are in the fullness of their 

adolescence of their peoplehood.  

19th century Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch Kalisher noted an interesting grammatical phrasing in 

the text. While 3 men challenged Moses and mapped out the grips and qualms with 

Moses’ leadership, the Torah only uses the single tense of verbs about their actions. 

Rabbi Kalisher believed that this indicated that each rebel did this for their own 

personal gain. Their own ego and not for the best interest of the people, did they 

operate. In other commentaries, I found other words used to describe their behavior as 

“myopic,” narcissistic,” “ego centric.” And “self-serving.”  

The sedra cautions against insurrection by recording the Divine wrath. Korah, Datan 

and Abiram as well as thousands of their follower died as the earth swallowed them up 



for failing back down. But our tradition has a different approach. Rabbi Simcha Bunem 

taught that our actions should reflect the ones done by a previous generation. Continuity 

through action creates a bond with tradition that enhances a sense of being. Spiritual 

adolescence does not need to be met with Divine wrath any more—it happened once and 

it still serves as a warning. Rather it comes from cultivating memories. When a child 

experiences faithful actions by parents, the memory is stored in the soul. When a similar 

moment arises, a child [now an adult] can revisit the memory to inspire them to act. 

Proper conduct is modeled and one day, it will be valued by the next generation. 

Many parents will speak with frustration and anxiety as they recall their child’s 

maturation. Flexing the muscles of independence is a tough encounter. Rather than 

responding with wrath as we see in our parasha, we should respond with trust in our 

own abilities to model proper conduct. Hopefully they will recall lovingly the memories 

and those memories will inspire. Korach and his followers did not have those memories. 

They had only the recollection of tyranny and harsh rule—but since then, we have 

learned.  

And may our children learn as well. 


