Adjunct Rabbi Eleanor B. Pearlman, LCSW, MA

 

Rabbi Pearlman began her affiliation with Congregation Gates of Heaven as a rabbinic intern in September, 2005 in conjunction with her studies at The Academy for Jewish Religion in Riverdale, NY.  She continued her work in the congregation, especially with the senior adult group, and is now the congregation’s adjunct rabbi, working with the seniors and also performing various other rabbinical functions.

 

 Rabbi Pearlman graduated from Boston University, College of Liberal Arts, with a Bachelor of Arts in the Teaching of Chemistry.  Concurrently, she earned a Bachelor of Jewish Education from Hebrew College in Boston.  She took junior year at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, where she also attended the Hayim Greenberg Institute.  She earned a Masters degree in Contemporary Jewish Studies at Brandeis University and a Master of Science in Social Work at the University of Wisconsin- Madison.  She was ordained at the Academy for Jewish Religion, a pluralistic seminary, in May, 2008.

 

Rabbi Pearlman has utilized her education in various ways.  She has taught all levels of Hebrew and Judaic studies to varying groups, from young children to adults. She has taught chemistry and physical science in high school.  She has been a therapist for approximately twenty-five years and still maintains a small private practice.  For many years she worked as an instructor at Community Health Plan, where she facilitated groups in parenting, stress management, couples communication and also taught others how to lead groups.  She now is working with the Senior Moments, the venerable elders of the congregational community, in organizing their monthly programs, prayer classes, and prayer leadership opportunities.  

 

Rabbi Pearlman lives in Niskayuna with her husband Dr. William Pearlman, a professor at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  They have three adult children. 
