
   
 

 
 

Nov 27, 2020 – 11 Kislev, 5781 – Parshat Vayeitze 

Dear TBE Family and Friends, 

This week we read in the weekly parashah (Vayeitze) of an individual who, finding himself at odds with 
those around him and pessimistic about his chances of building a future in that milieu, sets out to a 
place of which he has scant knowledge and no first-hand experience, hoping to create a new, more 
promising and secure future for himself and for the family he hopes to build.   

The story of this early pilgrim, Yaakov (Jacob), and his interactions with the people he encounters on his 
journey are, to be sure, no less problematic than the stories we are now weaving of our country’s own 
early settlers and their troubled relations with this land’s native peoples.  But there is, in both these 
stories, something profound and uplifting in the audacity of their protagonists, who faced with a bleak 
set of options – one might argue, none altogether – dared to think “outside the box”, to envision and 
then create for themselves and those who would follow them a new world of possibilities, of chances to 
bring a dream to life. 

We need not endorse all the steps they took in the realization of their respective dreams: the 
deceptions, the betrayals, the narrow focus on self-interest and callous treatment of those who had 
favored them.  Indeed, it is our task as these pioneers’ cultural heirs to apply our contemporary moral 
insights to extending and rendering more inclusive the visions that they birthed. 

But we would be wrong, too, especially in this era in which the challenges we face can seem so 
daunting, not to draw inspiration from these examples of human resilience.  There is much of value that 
we stand to glean from the example of these individuals of unbending faith and considerable pluck (not 
to mention, “stiff necks”) who managed to triumph despite overwhelming odds. 

With hope that many of you will join us this Shabbat as we celebrate a Service of Gratitude, Saturday, 
Nov 28 at 10 a.m. (use the normal Shabbat link). 

Shabbat shalom, 

-- Rabbi Rachel Safman 

 


