
   
 

 
 

Shabbat Shirah – 29 January, 2021 – 16 Shevat, 5781 

Dear TBE Family and Friends, 

Though officially known as Shabbat Beshallach, the Shabbat on which we are about to embark is more 
typically referred to as "Shabbat Shirah" ("the Sabbath of Song"), a reference to the most distinctive and 
most ancient element of the Biblical text that will be read – or better, sung – on Saturday 
morning.  Shirat HaYam ("The Song of the Sea"), the poem-song from which Mi Chamocha is excerpted, 
is a lyrical tribute that the ancient Israelites are said to have composed upon understanding themselves 
to have at last been decisively freed from the grasp of their Egyptian taskmasters. 

In many congregations it has become a tradition to mark Shabbat Shirah by making the shabbat 
service(s) a tribute to the congregation's own internal creativity – augmenting the traditional liturgy with 
musical settings or poetry composed by the congregants themselves, and while I believe this to be a 
worthy and attainable goal for our own prodigiously gifted congregation, this year of virtual services and 
multiple transitions was not to time to embark on such an ambitious agenda. 

Instead, with the Ritual Committee's blessings and the Religious School's support, I have seized upon 
two other ways in which to celebrate our heritage, our gifted community and the blessings of which we 
are constant beneficiaries.  I, therefore, invite you to join us for two very special and distinct services 
this Shabbat. 

Tonight (Friday, 1/29) at 7 p.m. TBE will celebrate Jewish ritual as the bequest of the generations, 
kicking off a season of approximately monthly class-led services designed and executed by our Religious 
School students.  This first class-led service will feature the students from our Midrashah Bet (High 
School) class, who demonstrate their ongoing commitment to the stewardship of our tradition by 
remaining actively involved in congregational life into their teenaged years. 

On Saturday morning, our worship will celebrate the musicality of the Jewish tradition, both modern and 
ancient. The Pesukei d'Zimrah and Shacharit services will be led by TBE member Jennie Lavine, who will 
lift up the words of our liturgy with melodies penned by some of the most talented contemporary 
Jewish composers and ensembles.  These prayer offerings will lead into the chanting of the weekly 
portion (according to the triennial cycle that we are employing while convening via Zoom), including the 
singing of Shirat HaYam by our resident hazzan Richard Rosenfield, using the special "desert wandering" 
nusach (musical motifs) employed by congregations around the Jewish world for the re-enactment of 
this text. 

I hope that you will join us for these very special services, which can both be accessed using this Zoom 
link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82660593980?pwd=MGhwamhvOTQwNFJSNjNFN3B5dC9adz09 



   
 

 
 

Shabbat shalom, 

Rabbi Rachel Safman 

 


