
   
 

 
 

Parashat Re’eh – August 6, 2021 – 28 Av, 5781 

Dear TBE Family and Friends, 

My boys are getting to an age where it is possible for them to shower 
“unassisted,” a small but symbolically significant step in their development – and 
mine, as a parent.  No longer is my role that of direct service provider.  Instead, I 
have been “promoted”(?) to managerial consultant, providing my children advice 
on ideal water temperature, strategic placement of the soap, etc. 

There is, however, one aspect of their ablutions where my role remains more akin 
to traffic cop than project consultant.  That relates to the placement of the 
shower curtain which, in the absence of my intervention, seems inevitably to be 
left dangling outside the wall of the tub, ensuring that by the time their shower is 
complete the entire bathroom floor will be drenched.  This, I have informed my 
boys, is not an option open to their discretion, because it has implications for 
their health and safety (and that of others who might enter the bathroom) and for 
the long-term maintenance of our house. 

In much the same way, this week’s Torah portion (Parashat Re’eh) opens with 
what might at first blush appear an open invitation: “I set before you today this 
day (a) blessing and (a) curse …”  The Toraitic text then goes on to expound upon 
the behaviors that will constitute a life of blessing – things like remaining faithful 
to the one true God, adhering to Jewish dietary laws, showing care and respect 
for ones fellow human being and providing for the most vulnerable – as well as 
enumerating those acts that will result in affliction – falling into idolatry, eating 
carrion, taking advantage of one’s neighbor.  

“You shall not act,” the text concludes, “every man (sic) as he pleases.” For the 
land that the Children of Israel are about to enter is meant to be a haven, a long-
term, sustainable refuge in which they, their children and their children’s children 
will dwell.  There are, in other words, consequences to bad behavior.  Indeed, 
there are consequences to all behavior, good and bad, and while human beings 
are recognized to labor under the constraints of our own mortality with all the 



   
 

 
 

imperfections of knowledge and judgement this implied, they – we – are 
nevertheless held accountable for our choices and the consequences that 
result.  This is the essence of “free will,” the prospect that our lives matter 
because our actions make a difference in a larger world. 

While “thou shalt not drip water on the bathroom floor” sadly did not make it 
into Parashat Re’eh’s list of behaviors that distinguish between a life of blessing 
and one of curse, I would like to think that the underpinnings of this precept are 
there, a Divine call for each of us to examine our behaviors – our small acts, as 
well as large – not only in terms of the immediate utility that they bring us, but 
also in terms of the way they impact others and the footprint they leave behind 
for those who follow. 

Wishing everyone a Shabbat shalom, 

Rabbi Rachel Safman 

P.S. – Be aware that an informational letter describing our (current) plans for the 
5782 High Holy Day season will be sent out on Monday.  It will be accompanied by 
a ballot which needs to be submitted (ideally electronically) by August 18.  Please 
look for it and respond promptly.  Thank you! 


