
Parashat Re’eh - August 14, 2020 – 24 Av, 5780 

Dear Temple Beth-El Family, 

Today was a banner day for my husband Daniel and myself.  Early this afternoon I signed the final 
documents closing on our purchase of our beautiful new home, located on Fall Creek Drive overlooking 
the suspension bridge.  The closing marked a milestone in our life as a family – it is the first time that we 
will be living in a house that we own (or will own in another thirty years!).  Indeed, it is the first piece of 
real property I ever bought, and it represents not only a new level of “settledness” in a physical or 
financial sense, but also as a state of mind. 

Indeed, it is to exactly that point that the Torah speaks coincidentally – or, perhaps, not – in this week’s 
portion.  In Parashat Re’eh we read of the Israelite nation standing on the brink of “el ha-menucha v’ el 
ha-nahalah” (“arriving at their appointed place of rest and contentment”), the culmination of a journey 
which, for them, has taken more than a generation to attain.  

Interestingly, though, the tone of this week’s portion is as much advisory as congratulatory.  For while 
the Torah does, in fact, extoll the virtues of the land in which the people will be settling and the life they 
will enjoy there, it does not present these as guaranteed.  Indeed, Parashat Re’eh is best known for 
setting before the people in its opening verses “a blessing and a curse,” the blessing to be enjoyed 
should the people follow a divinely ordained course of action, and a curse if they “turn away from [this] 
path.” 

While, as I explained last week, I find the simple theodicy contained in this statement (the idea that 
good choices bring good outcomes and bad choices bring divine retribution) to be highly problematic, I 
believe there is, nevertheless, a profound message in this week’s parashah that all of us – new 
homeowners or otherwise – would do well to heed.   

The portion makes clear that the level of well-being that one enjoys in life is not measured (or 
guaranteed) simply through the attainment of specific economic or social status markers.  To the 
contrary, Parashat Re’eh speaks (later in the text) of the tradition of shemitah and the fact that the 
ultimate ownership of land – all land – rests with God, with those holding liens on property forced to 
relinquish these at regular intervals. 

Rather, what the portion spells out as the ultimate guarantor of one’s well-being and the well-being of 
one’s family are the values that are cultivated in one’s home, the patterns of interactions and norms of 
behavior that are upheld.  These, the Torah teaches, convey to those who invest in them, a level of 
manucha and nahalah, of rootedness and assurance of purpose, that requires no deed and is not subject 
to the capriciousness of the market. 

Wishing everyone a Shabbat menucha – a Shabbat of rest and restoration, 

Rabbi Rachel Safman  

 

  


