
 

 
 

 

Parshat Pekudei – March 5, 2022 – 2 Adar II, 5782 
 

Dear TBE Family and Friends, 

Like many of you, I imagine, I have spent an inordinate 
portion of the past week glued to a screen, looking for the 
latest updates on the war in Ukraine.  Scanning photos of 
Kyiv residents sheltering in metro stations and women and 
children bidding farewell to their male relatives at the 
Polish border, I see faces that look eerily familiar, though 
my own family is not among the large share of the 
American Jewish community whose families trace their 
roots to the Pale of Settlement and Galicia, historical 
regions that, in part, now belong to Ukraine.  

I realized, however, that there is something in the story of 
the Ukrainians, and the contemporary tragedy befalling 
them, that resonates with me quite personally as a 
Jew.  For the story of the Ukrainians today is the story of a 
people who, having lived for generations in a state where 
their unique identity and culture was not fully 
acknowledged, have in the recent years been given the 
opportunity to stand autonomously in full equality with their 
peers among the nations.  It is the story of a centuries-old 
national collective struggling to identify what makes it 



unique and what that looks like on the world stage, only to 
have other entities, outside powers, seek to constrict its 
autonomy, crush its national spirit and deny its very 
existence.   

The Ukrainian people’s brave – and surprisingly fierce - 
struggle to assert their independence is forcing many in 
the liberal West to rethink our relationship to nationalism, a 
term that has taken on so much baggage in the past 
century as struggles by one group to assert its self-
determination have been invoked as the pretext for 
denying others their rights and autonomy.  But perhaps, in 
light of the current conflict, we will all be given an 
opportunity to connect with a constructive sense of 
national identity, a pride in one’s people’s unique history 
and culture, and aspiration to shape one’s own 
destiny.  God-willing this conflict, which has inspired actors 
long reluctant to step forward to support a people seeking 
to hold onto their place as a nation among nations, will 
inspire us all to celebrate the elements of a collective 
identity that are unique and exceptional without being 
exclusionary, visionary in a manner that uplifts all. 

To those who will spend the hours and days ahead in 
bomb shelters or refugee camps, to those separated from 
their loved ones and, perhaps, without news of their loved 
ones’ whereabouts and well-being, we pray that the 
restorative peace of Shabbat is extended to you - perhaps 
in the form of a life-saving ceasefire, allowing those who 
are so desire to find a more lasting shelter away from the 
conflict.  May I also remind those who want to offer more 



concrete support to all those affected by the Ukrainian 
conflict, Jews and non-Jews, of some of the Jewish 
avenues through which you can offer this assistance (see 
this list). 

Finally, I would like to join the Religious School Board and 
staff in offering advanced congratulations to the members 
of Kitah Zayin, who will be leading our Shabbat worship 
this Saturday morning, beginning at 10 a.m.  You are 
encouraged to join us in the sanctuary to provide the 
students and their teachers chizuk (strength, 
encouragement), but should that be impossible you are 
also encouraged to join us using this Zoom link which will 
work also for our Kabbalat Shabbat service this Friday at 
6 p.m. 

Shabbat shalom, 

Rabbi Rachel Safman 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.tbeithaca.org/track.php?id=aced22bd76ab4476a293529af658b200&color=868585&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tbeithaca.org%2Ftrack.php%3Fid%3Dd0054169fda1406f814ae4f7c55eb1fa%26color%3D868585%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fimages.shulcloud.com%252F14225%252Fuploads%252FDocuments%252FJewishOrganizationsProvidingEmergencyAssistance.docx%26h%3D74764&h=dbcf0
https://www.tbeithaca.org/track.php?id=aced22bd76ab4476a293529af658b200&color=868585&url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F82660593980%3Fpwd%3DMGhwamhvOTQwNFJSNjNFN3B5dC9adz09&h=19eca

