
   
 

 
 

Conclusion of Pesach – April 2, 2021 – 20 Nisan, 5781 

Dear TBE Family and Friends, 

In the special reading that we do this Saturday, which marks the seventh day of 
Pesach, in addition to being Shabbat, we read of the Israelites’ actual departure 
from Egypt, an event anticipated with growing anticipation in the readings from 
the several days of chag preceding this.  One might imagine the Israelites dancing 
their way out of Egypt, celebratory and overwhelmed with grateful as the 
recognize in their liberation the work of the “mighty hand” that intervened to 
effect their liberation.   

Instead, the tone the people adopt as they make their way out from four 
centuries of intergenerational servitude is, well, whinging.  They spend their first 
few days of freedom – and, indeed, a good part of the forty years that follow, 
complaining about the hardships that they face along the journey, the “comforts” 
of Egypt that they lack, the uncertain outcome of their endeavor, etc.  One might 
be led to wonder if God, hearing their complaints, isn’t moved to reconsider the 
Divine grace bestowed upon the slaves in releasing them from bondage.  Such 
ingrates!  Would it not have been appropriate for all of them to be left to toil 
under the Pharaoh’s oppressive hand? 

God, however, appears completely steadfast in God’s commitment to the 
Israelites’ liberation.  Indeed, we see God consulting with Moses as to the most 
appropriate means of mollifying the travelers and stiffening their resolve that 
they be able to withstand the ardors of the course ahead and empowered to 
reach the endpoint of their journey successfully. “Bring them on a less 
intimidating path,” “Provide them light and protection,” “Feed them,” “Give them 
a goad to press forward,” we hear God instructing Moses as the tribes fall into 
step in their inexorable path towards the Sea of Reeds. 

God’s patience in this instance is beyond saintly.  Indeed, it is exemplary of a 
devotion that Rabbi Donniel Hartman has described as a “covenant of being,” an 
unconditional commitment that God has made to the welfare of the Jewish 



   
 

 
 

people dating back at least to the generation of Abraham.  This covenant of being 
ensures that even when the people break faith with God – as they will in a 
dramatic way just a few weeks hence with the construction of the Golden Calf – 
that God will essentially shrug the divine shoulders and respond, “Teenagers!” 

There are real problems with a relationship with God founded entirely around a 
covenant of being, as Hartman has described it, a commitment that requires 
absolutely no reciprocal obligations on our own part.  But there is also, especially 
in moments in which we feel that we have fallen short of our obligations to God – 
perhaps, also, to our fellow human beings – a tremendous reassurance in being 
reminded that some relationships aren’t founded on an instrumental interest or 
even conditional on us maintaining a basic “bottom line”.  Rather, they are 
grounded in a fundamental I-Thou conceptualization of the other’s existence and 
importance just by “being”, in a faith that each of us has within us tremendous 
ofttimes unrealized potential and must, therefore, be judged l’caf zechut – with 
an eye to our innermost merit, rather than in light of our lowest deeds or 
moments. 

As we together make our ascent from servitude to Sinai, seeking to growth along 
the path, may we be reminded of – and inspired by – the Divine ability to always 
see in ourselves and in one another all those qualities that inspire commitment 
and love and with an intention to make these all the more prominent with every 
forward step we take. 

Note: A practical reminder that our Shabbat/Festival services this weekend can 
be accessed (only) through the special Passover link (here) (Meeting ID: 875 0026 
1050, PW: seder).  This includes the recitation of Yizkor which will occur on 
Sunday morning at approximately 11 a.m. 

Wishing everyone a time of joyous assembly with those with whom you are 
proximate as well as those removed in space and time, 

-- Rabbi Rachel Safman 



   
 

 
 

 


