
   
 

 
 

Parashat Nitzavim / Rosh Hashanah– September 3, 2021 – 26 Elul, 5781 

Dear TBE Family and Friends, 

The opening words of Parashat Nitzavim, which we read this week – and every 
year in the days immediately preceding Rosh Hashanah  -- have always had a 
somewhat prophetic ring.  They read: Atem nitzavim hayom kulchem lifnei Adonai 
Eloheikhem… (“You stand today, all of You before Your God.”). The image of the 
entire people Israel standing together on any occasion strikes my ear, at least, as 
a bit of a stretch. 

This year, however, the incongruity of this vision with the reality we face borders 
on the painful, as we face a second year of High Holiday services in which a 
significant number of our would-be attendees will be kept away by fear of 
contagion. Would that we were entering the New Year under better conditions! 

That said, we are not the first generation of Jews to be facing the reality of a New 
Year ushered in under conditions of adversity.  Indeed, it can be argued that our 
circumstances today are far more comfortable and safe than those of generations 
of our forebears for whom gathering in significant numbers meant risking violent 
oppression by their neighbors or overlords. 

This, perhaps, helps explain an alternative way of reading this opening line to the 
weekly sedra, an approach that I hope will resonate, in particular, with those of 
you who will not have the privilege to join us in the sanctuary this year.  The 
Rishonim suggest that in place of reading the word kulchem (most obviously, “all 
of you”) as a reference to the scope of the population that is gathered, the word 
can be read as a description of the state in which each member of that body 
gathered – that is to say, that each individual was “fully present” for their 
audience before the Sovereign of All. 

  



   
 

 
 

 

While we sorely wish that it was possible for every individual who desired to take 
part in our worship services to be with us in embodied form, we pray for now that 
all who endeavor to participate in worship -- in whatever form and from whatever 
locale -- be given the focus of mind and spiritual resolve to be “fully present” in 
their experience of the Day.  Let us each, according to our various paths, be 
ushered into a New Year of health, hope, strength, meaning and joy. 

L'shanah tovah tikateivu – May you be inscribed for a good New Year! 

-- Rabbi Rachel Safman 

 


