
   
 

 
 

Parashat Ki Tavo – August 27, 2021 – 19 Elul, 5781 

Dear TBE Family and Friends, 

It has been said that religion exists both to afflict the comfortable and comfort the 
afflicted.  But an outsized portion of Jewish thought, particularly as reflected in 
the pages of the Torah, seems to dwell on the first portion of these 
statement.  Especially within the corpus of the text of Devarim (Deuteronomy) in 
which we are currently immersed, the Divine Author (or his mortal disciple, who 
narrates this book) appear pre-occupied with rousing us from our supposed 
lethargy with reminders of our own shortcomings, individually and as a society. 

How refreshing then to come upon the opening chapter of this week’s Torah 
portion (Parashat Ki Tavo) which speaks, admittedly prospectively, about the 
arrival of the People Israel in their land.  It describes the bounty that they will 
enjoy once living on their own soil in accordance with Divine law.   

This experience of satisficing – of finding a measure of satisfaction without the 
need to aspire to more – is one that we as Americans, and perhaps especially as 
Jewish Americans, seldom allow ourselves.  We are an aspirational people in both 
the best and the worst sense of the word.  We imagine a world in which our own 
situation and that of humanity (the planet?) in general is improved from the 
current state, and we feel a pressure, a moral obligation, to help bring this about. 

It can be argued that this drive towards personal and societal betterment is one 
of the qualities that have caused the Jewish people to achieve success in 
measures so disproportionate to our numbers in fields ranging from the sciences 
to the creative arts and in humanitarian terms.  And, if this is the case, it is surely 
not a quality with which we want to tamper. 

  



   
 

 
 

 

However, it can also be argued that there is a place, even for those who aspire to 
and/or have achieved great success to also make time and space to recognize 
having arrived at a place of “naḥalah u’mnuchah” (of having achieved a certain 
level of well-being, a certain status, a position of stability).  A life spent constantly 
in pursuit of an ever-elusive goal is not, as today’s Torah portion reminds us, a life 
of joy or fulfillment, and these experiences, too, register among our civilization’s 
understanding of what it means to live a life of Torah. 

Wishing everyone a restful and satisfying Shabbat. 

A reminder that our special outdoor Kabbalat Shabbat service in Pardes Hannah 
this evening will begin at 6 p.m.  We will be attempting to Zoom it on the normal 
Shabbat link 
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82660593980?pwd=MGhwamhvOTQwNFJSNjNFN3B
5dC9adz09 Mtg id: 826 6059 3980, Password: SHABBAT)  

Also be aware that our Selichot program and service will take place tomorrow 
(Sat, Aug 28) at 9 p.m. using our High Holiday webinar link 
(https://us02web.zoom.us/s/87012181771?pwd=VlhaOFpvREFDOFBGUUgxUEM0
NkVxUT09 Mtg ID: 870 121 1771  PW: HHD5782) 


