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Parashat Ha’azinu – October 8, 2022 – 13 Tishrei 5783 

 

Dear TBE Family and Friends, 

 

Parashat Ha’azinu, which is read this week as the final free-standing Shabbat reading of the 

annual calendrical cycle, breaks markedly from the rest of the Book of Devarim (Deuteronomy) 

in both its tone and contents.  Rather than reflecting on the experiences of the people Israel 

since their enslavement in Egypt and the relationship which they have forged with God (the 

subject matter of most of Devarim), Ha’azinu waxes poetic – literally – on Moses’ imagining of 

the people’s future.  It plays on Moses’ projections of where the tendencies that they have 

evinced during the forty years that he has led them might carry them once they are freed from 

the yoke of his leadership. 

The picture is not rosy.  In many cases Moses projects that excesses that he has worked to curb 

over the years will re-assert themselves with a vengeance, setting the nation on a self-

consuming path.  In other places, Moses forecasts the people a turning away from their 

defining values and finding themselves unmoored and alienated not only from one another, but 

also from God. 

But history is not destiny, and Moses, while a prophet is not gifted with the ability to know the 

future, only to read the contours of the present path and make a (slightly better than) educated 

prognostication.  The ultimate purpose of his address, indeed, of his entire prophetic career is 

to steer the people from the path that he believes them to be following onto a course that will 

lead them to a more sanguine endpoint. 

Is that not the mission on which we are all engaged in this penitential season, which in rabbinic 

thought extends not just through the Neilah service of Yom Kippur but unto the final al 

fresco meals of Shemini Atzeret?  The introspection in which we have been engaged throughout 

the High Holiday period, a personal and communal retrospective for which we were asked to 

lay the groundwork already from the first of Elul, is not just meant to serve as a forecaster’s 

model.  Rather, it is intended to empower us to identify the challenges of the moment and to 

gird ourselves to take them on, head-on, in the months (and years) ahead. 

How beautiful – and inspiring – that our tradition directs that we should launch this effort in the 

verdant environs of the sukkah, the temporary “huts” that we construct for the Sukkot holiday 
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that begins this Sunday night.  For from within the space defined by the sukkah’s fragile walls 

and porous roof, we are encouraged to imagine ourselves redefining the parameters of our 

lives in connection with our Source and our with an awareness of our humble origins. 

 

Wishing everyone a Shabbat shalom and (early) chag sameach (Happy Holiday!), 

 

- Rabbi Rachel Safman 

 

Note: I look forward to meeting with our Religious School families – parents and students in 

the sanctuary on Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m. (kids should arrive to their normal classrooms 

at 9 am.) for a special learning and hands-on activity related to Sukkot. 

  

 

           

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


