
    
 

 
 

Dear Temple Beth-El Members and Friends, 
 
Of late, when you ask someone when something of significance to them took 
place during the last year, the answer isn’t, “Oh, that happened in February” or 
“We celebrated that on April 5th”.  Instead, the answer is, “That happened during 
COVID.” It’s as if this state of limbo we were in – our inability to come together to 
observe, or celebrate or simply benchmark special occasions – has caused us to 
forget all those individual months.  We simply have denoted the period as 
‘COVID’.  Not long ago we heard someone say, “Every day is like a snow day!” 
 
Thankfully, we have turned a corner of sorts, and we are so fortunate to live in an 
area where the rate of vaccinations is admirably high, allowing us to begin to 
come back together, albeit cautiously.  Zoom meetings still remain a part of day-
to-day life and have certainly been instrumental in keeping services and 
programs going at TBE.  But, we have also begun to make our way back into our 
beautiful sanctuary, and with each in-person service or morning minyan and even 
a few B’nai Mitzvah(!), we are gently reminded of the strength of being truly 
together.  As the calendar turns to August (it is August, right?), one of those 
corners we turn begins the lead-up to the High Holidays. 
 
As our Temple community looks forward to the New Year, the financial stability of 
the congregation must be maintained.  Funds collected through Temple 
membership dues are not sufficient to sustain our operations.  This year our total 
anticipated income from all sources will be $531,000, with only 60% of this sum 
($317,000) coming from membership dues.  Contributions to this Kol Nidre 
appeal provide the greatest share of the remaining funds required to support 
Temple activities.  Equally important, we strive each year for 100% participation 
by congregation members in the Kol Nidre Campaign.  Every donation, 
regardless of size, makes a difference, and when you give you are truly helping 
the Temple.  Our combined target this year for the Kol Nidre and Yizkor 
campaigns is $102,000. 
 



    
 

 
 

Rabbi Safman, along with members of many of the important committees that 
make such a huge difference in the quality of Temple life, have been hard at 
work making plans for the upcoming High Holidays as well as the entire 
upcoming year.  Although ‘COVID’ may remain in our vernacular for a while 
longer, it is our hope that everyone will become re-energized, and maybe we’ll 
even start using the names of the months again. 
 
Please think about what Temple Beth-El means to you and to the broader 
community, and please support it to the best of your ability, either through our 
website (tbeithaca.org) or by sending a Kol Nidre / Yizkor contribution in the 
enclosed envelope.  Any amount that you are able to provide is deeply 
appreciated.  As always, donations of any amount can be processed on the 
Temple website, and checks can be mailed directly to the Temple office. 
 
With all our best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year, 

     
Jerry Dietz      Jerry Davis 
 
Please note: Kol Nidre and Yizkor forms are included in this mailing.  If you wish 
to have the names of your loved ones read during the Yom Kippur Yizkor service, 
please submit the Yizkor form and make your donation on our website. 
Alternatively, you may submit this information on the attached form and make 
your donation by check. Because of the length of the Yizkor list, only those 
names that are specifically requested by members of the congregation will be 
read from the Bimah. 


