
 

Dear Temple Beth-El Members and Friends,         August 22, 2022 

A few weeks ago, at a rare, in-person Sunday morning minyan, we decided to take advantage of a lovely day and daven outside in 
the courtyard.  Since it was already a bit warm, we opted to put out the canopy that has been installed by Roy Luft and which has 
facilitated outdoor gatherings after Friday night and Shabbat morning services. As we unfurled the canopy, we noticed that some 
rain water from recent showers had accumulated.  As Roy took the pole that holds up the center of the canopy and pushed it up to 
make it tight, all the water rushed off to one corner and doused, of all people, Nancy Emerson, who was standing in the perfect spot 
to get completely covered by a mini-waterfall.  It was a ‘Minyan Moment’ for the ages! 

Nancy’s shower notwithstanding, it felt great to be praying together outside that morning. I was grateful for the covering of canopy 
as the morning sun rose and began to get hotter; indeed, it got me thinking about how we have been able to cover things this past 
year, literally and figuratively. 

We have, at long last, been able to replace the roof on the annex building that we have been patching for many years. This key part 
of our temple facility houses our Administrative Offices, the Hecht Library, the Rubinstein Chapel, the Board Meeting Room, the 
Youth Lounge and our Mikveh. Needless to say, that roof covers a lot! On the sanctuary side, air ventilation and filtration is being 
installed in the Social Hall. In addition to Roy’s canopy, we have recently received a wonderful donation from the Rubinstein-Roark 
Family Fund of a 20’ x 20’ tent that has been erected in Pardes Hannah, which will add yet another outdoor space where we can 
gather under cover. Ritually and spiritually we also covered a lot of ground this past year. We have continued to hold in-person 
Shabbat services and have celebrated six B’nai Mitzvah. Both the Religious School and B’Yachad have enjoyed another fulfilling year 
and volunteers have continued to hold Adult Education classes. Of course, as alluded to above, the minyan group continues to meet 
every morning and afternoon. And this is just a snapshot of all the things we have covered in the last year. 

In large measure, all of this happens due to the success of this annual appeal.  We remain a vital congregation because we have 
always been a generous congregation.  This year our total anticipated expenses will exceed $580,000, with membership dues 
covering just over 53% of this sum ($308,458). Contributions to this Kol Nidre appeal provide the greatest share of the remaining 
funds required to support Temple activities. Equally important, we strive each year for 100% participation by congregation members 
in the Kol Nidre Campaign. Every donation, regardless of size, makes a difference, and when you give you are truly helping the 
Temple. Our combined target this year for the Kol Nidre and Yizkor campaigns is $111,018. 

Rabbi Safman and members of the many committees that make such a huge difference in the quality of Temple life, have been hard 
at work making plans for the upcoming High Holidays as well as the entire upcoming year.  Although ‘COVID’ may remain in our 
vernacular for a while longer, it is our hope that everyone will become re-energized as we continue to strive to gather safely. 

Please think about what Temple Beth-El means to you and to the broader community, and please support it to the best of your 
ability, either through our website (tbeithaca.org) or by sending a Kol Nidre / Yizkor contribution in the enclosed envelope.  Any 
amount that you are able to provide is deeply appreciated. As always, donations of any amount can be processed on the Temple 
website, and checks can be mailed directly to the Temple office. 

With all our best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year, 

      

Jerry Dietz       Jerry Davis 

Co-Chair Annual Kol Nidre Campaign     Co-Chair Annual Kol Nidre Campaign 

Please note: Kol Nidre and Yizkor forms are included in this mailing. Electronic versions of the two forms are also available on our 
website. If you wish to have the names of your loved ones read during the Yom Kippur Yizkor service, you can submit either the paper 
form or the online electronic form. Similarly, to donate to the Kol Nidre and Yizkor funds, you can use the paper or electronic forms. 
Donations can be made by check, or by credit card or electronic fund transfer (ACH). As explained on the donor form, we encourage 
the latter. 
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