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FROM THE MISHKAN TO OUR NEW HOME

We recently read the Torah portion “Terumah,”
which discussed the creation of the Israelites’ first

temple, the Mishkan. This seems an appropriate time to
pause and discuss the journey from the original Mishkan
to the creation of Beth El’s new home.

The concepts of “sanctuary” and “community” have
evolved along with the journey of the Jews through
history. Even a cursory review of the two images above
demonstrates the dramatic changes that have occurred
during this journey.

The original Mishkan (see left photo above) served a
very hierarchical religious structure. Only the Cohen
(high priest) was allowed to engage in the mystical
experience that occurred within the Mishkan. Everyone
else was restricted to religious experiences at the
periphery of the structure.

Beth El’s new home (right photo above) demonstrates
the evolution that has occurred in our religious obser-
vance. We have retained the ancient layering of reli-
gious experience, but now the sanctuary is at the center
core of the building mass. In a way, the original box form
of the Mishkan has been split down the center and
spread open to reveal a central spiritual core where all
can congregate.

The ancient religious community, formerly defined by a
fairly basic layering of class structure, has now become
one defined by its many programmatic desires. The

modern synagogue is a combination of houses within a
house: houses of study, assembly and prayer.

In the Beth El model, each of these “houses” has been
architecturally defined by light monitors (roof towers)
that signify, clockwise, the Chapel, Social Hall, Sanctu-
ary, Library and Religious School. The religious experi-
ence will deepen as one moves sequentially from the
street entrance (at the upper left), through the Gallery
into the Sanctuary (upper right) and then easterly
towards the Ark.

The building creates “community” by wrapping and
embracing its congregants. The design recognizes that
the sense of community is fostered and enhanced in
spaces where we share moments together in a warm and
loving atmosphere.

In our “sanctuary,” we will have opportunities for many
types of religious experience in variously-proportioned
spaces with different natural daylight and evening glow,
depending upon the season and time of day.

Once the major spaces have been framed, we will lead
walking tours through our new Mishkan so we can
experience, first hand, the true sense of the design.

Next month we’ll discuss the steel superstructure
erection work that will commence soon. If you pass by
the site in the coming weeks, you’ll see the preparatory
work for this steel in the foundation cages that are
going in.
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