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Greetings again from the site of our new home!

Yes, large holes have formed
on the earth’s surface
but that’s a good thing! Beth

El has now completed its site mass
excavation. This is the base podium
for the whole project and we can
now begin to see how the structure
we’ve designed on paper actually
will look on the site when it is
built.

With the earth platforms in place
you can now begin to see how the
building mass has been laid out in a
U-form opening northwesterly
toward the restored creek. This site
embracing form will become even
more apparent when the concrete
foundation slab is poured.

Fitting in our congregational home
within a residential neighborhood
is a delicate operation. The Archi-
tects have worked very hard to nestle the building forms
into the site so that the different portions of the project
will be, themselves, residential in character and massing.
What you see now at the site is the outgrowth of that
work. There are now a series of earth plateaus that have
been constructed that meld with the site’s contours:

• An Upper one-story tier (closer to Spruce Street)
that will house the Social Hall, Kitchen, Sanctuary
and Library

• A Lower two-story tier (farther downhill toward
Oxford Street) that will house the Nursery School
and the Administrative offices on the lower floor
and the Religious School classrooms on the second
story.

Each floor of the building has been carefully studied to
maximize its indoor-outdoor flow. The Nursery School
will have its own play area and garden directly off of the
classrooms. The Sanctuary will have a contemplative
outdoor garden just behind the bima, and the adminis-
trative offices will have an adjoining quiet garden for
clergy to meet outdoors with congregants. The entire

structure is oriented around the central terraced court-
yard which has complete indoor-outdoor flow from the
Gallery that wraps the upper floor Social Hall and
Sanctuary spaces.

While the site now looks like a big pile of mud and dirt
being pushed around by a bunch of Tonka trucks, this
phase of the construction project is the most complex.
Before placing the foundation all grade elevations must
be calculated to within a 1/8 and sewer and utility lines
must be placed in the ground. Roof downspout locations
have to be pinpointed so that underground drain lines at
the correct locations will meet them.  In addition, at
this point we are dealing with a relatively uncertain
type of soil, so this can be an extremely difficult phase
for the contractor. The Soils engineer works with the
contractor during this time to check that the soil being
excavated meets the earlier test results.  We’ve had
great news that the soils have actually exceeded the
engineer’s expectations.

Next month we’ll discuss this concrete foundation work
which is now occurring. Until then, pass by the site and
you’ll see the pier drilling and pouring in process.

Alex Bergtraun


