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BETH EL IS MOVING!!!

After nine long years, it’s astonishing but true: we’re mov-
ing into our new home!

After the fourth wettest June on record, the fair summer 
weather has permitted intense activity towards comple-
tion of the exterior. Windows are done, siding is up and 
painted, stucco is up on the monitors and the mucky mess 
of a site is being transformed into gardens, a driveway and 
paved pathways.

1301 Oxford Street has been transformed — from a dream, 
to a construction site, to the reality of our new congrega-
tional home. A big part of this transformation will occur 
when we take possession in August.

Most of us have “enjoyed” moving from one home to 
another — a difficult experience at best. Imagine moving in 
two phases, while still functioning as an organization with 
many user groups, after a settled period of 50 years. Over 
the past few months, we’ve been undergoing the complex 
orchestration of this move. A Swiss watch has fewer parts!

The first phase consisted of clearing out the two floors of 
the current Sanctuary building so that the new owners, the 
Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology (DSPT), 
could begin their interior demolition. 

This included the careful removal of all of the wood panel-
ing and the stained glass windows on the eastern wall. This 
work had to be scheduled around numerous congregational 
ritual and program events. Meanwhile, the clergy and 
staff worked diligently downstairs to sort and pack their 
files and belongings for transition to the School building 
through the summer.

The relationship between Beth El and DSPT throughout 
this process has been very positive. Through the combined 
efforts of our Rabbi Ferenc and Harry Pollack along with 
DSPT’s Father Michael and Steven Doctors, our “business 
deal” has become an opportunity for interdenominational 
sharing and growth.

Thanks to the organizational efforts of many volunteers 
and staff, including particularly Dan Fingerman, Michael 
Liepman, Adam Schwartz and Bob Forster, the initial 
phase went quite smoothly. The movement of the comput-
ers and network equipment has been managed seamlessly.

Another component in this staged move has been the use 
of interim storage to handle archival materials and over-
flow furniture. Thanks to Patrick Kennedy who loaned us 
storage space in several of his buildings, volunteer teams 
and our custodial staff were able to store these items until 
they could be moved to Oxford Street in August.

With the actual move in August, the final phase begins. 
Although we have spent many years planning for this 
moment, this of course will be an extended process. The 
main goal has been to create the physical structure that will 
house our community for the coming decades. With this 
completed, we can begin the truly fun part — making this 
building our home. In my final article next month, I’ll dis-
cuss how we expect to grow and manage in our new home.

 Alex Bergtraun

Ed. note: any recognition of the volunteers who have 
helped coordinate this move would be incomplete 
without mentioning Alex Bergtraun. Those of us who 
have been so closely connected with this project do not 
know what we would have done without Alex at the 
helm. Sincere thanks for everything he has done to help 
coordinate this move and much more!


