
As the sun finally emerges on a regular basis, we can 
turn our focus to the outdoor spaces that will envelop 
our new home’s interiors. Creating an indoor-outdoor 
flow to all portions of the building has been a key goal 
of this project from the start. While the building form 
wraps and embraces the site like outstretched arms, each 
outdoor area is an extension of the adjacent architecture 
and its spatial feel is influenced by the building mass 
that defines it.

Let’s take a “walk” around the site to see what this 
means.

• As you arrive at the upper level entry off of Spruce 
Street, you will be greeted by a front porch that blends 
a covered canopy with great views of the major exter-
nal and internal spaces beyond. The interweaving of 
exterior and interior at the main gallery space will 
immediately inform you that this is a congregational 
home unlike most others

• The amphitheater and terrace just beyond this “porch” 
will play a major role in the congregation’s everyday 
and special event usage. The lower terrace will be our 
main weekday entry into the building and we expect 
our children to turn the amphitheater into a major 
“shmooze space.” With the daily comings and goings 
of our congregation into the building, this space will 
continually reinforce a deepening sense of community 
and heart. The upper terrace will be a great location 
for outdoor onegs, with the newly-relocated copper 
doors from the old sanctuary on the adjacent exterior 
wall giving us a sense of continuity.

• In the meadow areas just north of the driveway, there 
will be many opportunities for kids and groups to play 
and study. Everything from gardens and nature walks 
to outdoor Torah Study and ritual events to Ga-Ga is 
possible here.

• There will be many new vantage points from which 
to view the newly restored open portion of the creek, 
including the new Oxford Street overlook, Berryman 
Path and the upper terrace (off of the gallery).

• Just outside of the Nursery School wing will be a beau-
tiful play yard nestled among the trees including a new 
play structure that complies with the latest State safety 

and accessibility codes. This garden will become a core 
part of the NS program with many opportunities for 
our youngest members to make this their special place.

• Outside of the Administration offices (on the lower 
floor), a warmly sunlit quiet garden will provide op-
portunities for members and staff to sit outside as well 
as a place for the clergy to meet with congregants. The 
building mass scales down nicely to give this garden a 
very residential feel.

• East of this garden, the sanctuary garden will be a 
reflective space just outside the Yahrzeit wings in the 
Sanctuary. Here, people can able to walk outside from 
the Sanctuary into a nestled space that will include a 
memorial wall for remembrance of loved ones.

• North of this garden (back on Spruce Street) will be 
an enclosed service court which will be invaluable for 
caterers and event organizers to stage food and equip-
ment going into the kitchen and social hall. This court 
will be a vast improvement over the sloping narrow 
driveway at the present building. The possibilities 
for outdoor activities at our new home are incredibly 
varied and exciting. Each of our holidays, with their 
close links to the land and the change of seasons, will 
take on newer and richer meanings once we move in. 
Imagine the future Tu’Bishvats and Sukkots that we 
will celebrate here!

As you pass the site, the crew is about to begin grading 
the driveway as the exterior siding and stucco are being 
installed. In recent months, the site has become a beehive 
of activity. We’re literally coming into the “home” stretch! 
Next month I’ll discuss the various aspects of this big move.
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