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WELCOME BACK TO OUR WIRED SITE!

Let it rain! Our new home is now completely enveloped in a 
protective skin from the finished shingle roof to the Tyvek 
wrap enclosing the walls. All of the window openings have 
been flashed, the metal window sills are going in and the 

long-awaited window installation will begin soon.

With the outer shell protected, the inner workings of the building 
are moving ahead rapidly. The HVAC, plumbing and electrical 
systems are nearing completion. This month, I want to discuss the 
technological infrastructure that will run it all.

From the outset of planning for this project, the construction and 
design teams have worked to ensure that the building could meet 
the technological needs that we will impose on it. The components 
of this technology package include audiovisual, security, fire and 
emergency monitoring, HVAC controls, light dimmers, telephones, 
computer networking (both hardwired and wireless), program 
announcements, data storage and retrieval, and electronic media 
storage and retrieval. If you think of the building as a human body, 
this package represents the brain and nervous system that makes 
the whole complex function.

Here are a few of the technology issues we’ve been working on:
• Video camera positions for ritual and social events
• Security camera positioning
• Entry access controls and restrictions
• Potential wifi access for laptop usage, both indoors and out (in-

cluding Kee Tov attendance monitoring)
• Speaker locations for various required configurations (and remote 

control manipulation of these audio effects)
• Library media access, including DVD jukeboxing of archival 

material
• Lighting variations for different program events, both day and 

night.
The list is quite extensive! Since we want to get the wiring and 
equipment for all of these systems into the walls before the sheet-
rock is installed, many people have worked hard to come up with 
present and anticipated future technology needs for the synagogue, 
school, social and administrative functions.

Next month we’ll move from the virtual realm to the more sinuous 
world of fabric, texture and light that will sculpt our interior spaces. 
Meanwhile, as you pass by the site in the coming month, you will 
see windows being installed as we create a more finished skin for 
our home.
 Alex Bergtraun


