
Greetings from our soggy site! 
 
The building shell is complete and we are anxiously awaiting the arrival of the 
windows.  Now that the exterior form has been fully expressed, we can focus on 
those details which make our relationship with the building more meaningful.  
This month, I'll discuss the melding of art and graphic components which will 
form an integral part of our experience at the new site. 
 
Art is most powerful when it is imbued with layers for interpretation.  When one of 
those layers is the architectural framework in which it is set, the relationship 
between the art and the observer can become transformative and spiritual.  We 
will have the opportunity for this kind of magical experience in our new home. 
 
Approaching the building complex from the street, one will immediately feel the 
sense of a village cluster represented by the light monitors at the edges of the 
building envelope.  These cubic forms will be Mondrian-like gridded masses of 
ochre tinged-plaster with inset glass tiles shimmering in the sunlight. The interior 
of these monitors will be painted in vivid colors to give an inkling of the vibrant 



color palette inside the building. 
 
Entering the building, one will sense the series of visual axes that have been 
designed to create interesting and unfolding vistas as one journeys through the 
spaces.  Careful attention has been paid to create accent colors at the ends of 
each of these axes.  Color will be used sparingly, giving greater weight and 
significance to these specially-selected colored planes. The accent colors -- from 
indigo and crimson to pomegranate and gold --  will be the types of hues found in 
the Torah and in synagogues throughout the world.  Although the primary color 
will be Dove White, the intensity and placement of the accent colors will give one 
the sense that the building is bathed in color. 
 
Each space has been designed to exhibit artwork that the congregation will 
acquire in the coming years.  We have carefully created spaces that not only will 
function and flow but also will be vessels of light to complement art within them.  
This same attention is being paid to the graphic component of the signage that 
we will use to orient and direct people throughout the building.  The signage must 
be artful in its own right while being clear, subtle and part of the overall 
architectural whole. 
 
Some of the "art" in this building will be expressed through projects that we will 
create in the building and around the site.  Next month I'll discuss these 
opportunities and work parties that we will be having to create them. Meanwhile, 
as you pass the site, you'll see scaffolding going up and the exterior skin of the 
building being applied which will give scale and texture to the building mass. 
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