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SHANAH TOVAH 
GREETINGS FROM THE 
CONSTRUCTION SITE!

Given our recent celebration of the High Holidays and 
the arrival of Sukkot and autumn this month, this seems 
an appropriate refl ective moment to discuss those ele-
ments that we will bring with us when we move to our 
new home.

As we start to plan “the move”, we’ve been taking inven-
tory what we will bring over to the new site. Imagine 
a gigantic spring cleaning for a huge family of a home 
they’ve lived in for almost 60 years. Oy!

Part of this inventory is a much-needed purging. But 
another key aspect is the rediscovery of congregational 
mementos and artifacts. Committees are being formed 
to memorialize these discoveries, either by incorporating 
them into the new building or documenting them for 
review in the library.

The new building has been designed to incorporate 
several specifi c elements from our current facility. For 
example, the copper clad door panels of our front entry 

(from Vine Street) 
will be integrated 
into the outside wall 
of the main stair at 
the upper terrace as 
you exit the Sanctu-
ary Gallery. The bas 
relief of these panels 
will be accentu-
ated by landscape 
uplighting to high-
light the shadow 
patterns of these 
Etz Chayim (Tree 
of Life) sculptured 
panels. Since these 

panels will be set on a direct visual access along the main 
upper entry, they will be immediately apparent to visitors.

In addition, the “rosette” stained glass window will be set 
in a very special place in the new Library’s light moni-

tor tower. This window 
will be hung behind a 
clear exterior window to 
protect it from weather. 
Unlike its current setting, 
however, in the new 
building this window will 
face almost due west.

This setting will give it 
much greater daylighting 
that will, in turn, cast 
wonderful colored light onto the adjacent monitor walls 
creating an ever-changing pattern of color and light. 
Moreover (and much appreciated by the rabbi), for the 
fi rst time in 50 years, this window will be installed in 
the direction that allows one to read its Hebrew letters 
correctly!

We expect that the stained glass windows fl anking the 
western and eastern walls of the existing sanctuary at 
Vine Street will remain in the building as the Domini-
cans plan their move into our old home. Currently, the 
Dominicans are determining the remodel work they plan 
for the facility. Should they decide to remove any part of 
these stained glass windows, we will try to create a new 
home for these windows as well.

Many members have asked what will happen to the ark, 
torahs and other ritual objects we currently use at Vine 
Street. The ark will be used in our new chapel, and all 
ritual objects in good condition will be brought to the 
new site. And we are all anticipating, once we complete 
construction and can occupy the new facility, the great 
celebration when we can parade with our torah scrolls a 
few blocks to our new home!

As you pass the site in the coming month, you will see 
the great embracing canopy of the roof form taking 
shape. As the pieces start to fall into place, next month 
we’ll discuss how BBI Construction (the project general 
contractor) has created an overall construction schedule 
and the various milestones that create this synchronized 
path toward completion and occupancy.
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