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Israel 

 In an article that appeared in The Forward written by 

Jenny Singer and PJ Grisar on November 26, 2019 they 

quote, Gannit Ankori, a professor of Art History and Theory 

at Brandeis University about the crossover success of Is-

raeli television in America. “Its popularity rests in part on 

what has always made Israel mesmerizing to Americans — 

relentless violence and self-determination.”  Simply put we 

as Americans like violence and our ability to rise against a 

common enemy. However, I don’t think it is that simple. 

 

 The rapid popularity of Israeli television broadcast in 

America is an indication of something.  What that is I don’t 

know.  I would hope it comes from a common value that it 

is ok to critique our own society.  Maybe it has to do with 

other shared values such as freedom of expression as 

manifested in the arts.  

 

 Unfortunately, Israeli television, whether broadcast in 

Israeli film series locally or streamed online through Net-

flix, Amazon or Hulu, is no indication of the lack of inter-

ests many American Jews feel towards our other home-

land.  We are experiencing an unprecedented distance be-

tween Jews in America and Israel.  For many, Israeli policy, 

even though wildly misunderstood seems to draw a wedge 

between “us” and “them,” as opposed to a time when it 

was just “us.”    

  

I used to speak and write of the subtlety of the conversa-

tion around Israel and critical necessity of a nuanced  

discussion.  I always try to explain the Palestinian conflict 

in humane terms even as the Arab world has lost interest 

in the Palestinians. I regularly refer to the West Bank as 

Judea and Sumaria in order to share my understanding of 

the challenges of naming a certain area and thereby as-

serting ownership. While I speak of strategic footholds and 

buffer zones, it is clear that the subtlety of the language 

has left open the opportunity for some to challenge the 

very existence of a Jewish State.   

  

Edward R. Murrow once said, “One cannot accept that on 

every story there are two equal and logical sides to an ar-

gument.” To which I say,  

1. Israel has a right to exist without constant bombing 

and terrorist attack. Israel has a right to defend itself. 

2. Israel is part of our identity. We must continue to 

teach about Israel, talk about Israel and support Israel. 

3. We must go to Israel to experience it for ourselves. 
https://www.israelmaven.com/greenburgh-hebrew-
center// 
4.  We must close the gap in the growing distance be-

tween American Jews and Israel. 

5. We love to speak of the innovations scientific and 

technological coming out of Israel (https://

www.timesofisrael.com/9-israeli-inventions-find-place-in-

time-magazines-100-best-inventions-for-2019/ ) but we 

must also recognize the spiritual well the Biblical land of 

Israel provides. 
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Happy New Year, as Jews we are privileged to be celebrating New Year’s twice.  While completely different celebrations, 

one requires participation in religious services and the other often reveling at parties with friends and family and yes, 

watching that ball drop, in Times Square. But what do they both have in common, a period of reflection on the year past 

and perhaps a vision for the upcoming year? What about resolutions, both observances often revolve around this con-

cept. 

So, if you have not made your 5780/2020 New Year’s resolutions, here are some suggestions: 

 Morning Minyan- for over 70 years GHC has provided a morning Minyan for those who want to begin their 

day with prayer or need a service to say kaddish for a loved one. 

 

 Over the last few years it has become increasingly more difficult to attract 10 individuals to make minyan. 

We have reduced morning Minyans to Mondays, Thursdays and Sundays and we continue to have difficulty 

attracting 10. 

 I resolve to attend _________ (fill in a number) morning minyanim per month 

 

 Committees and teams- GHC has a myriad of standing committees, Fundraising, Membership, Religious Af-

fairs, Caring Community, SATO, Israel Team, Marketing Team, Usher Squad and so many others. Your ideas 

and expertise are valuable, always welcomed and appreciated. Contact me for a complete list of committees 

and teams. 

 I resolve to join the following GHC Committee/Team________________________. 

 

 Kiddush lunch- since July 2019, various members of the congregation have volunteered to assist in preparing 

our Shabbat Kiddush lunch. Whether preparing for 50 or for a 250-person Bat Mitzvah Celebration, the re-

sults have been phenomenal. Congregants have remarked on the quality, quantity, variety and presentation 

of the foods served. Volunteers are needed to shop during the week, prep on Friday and prepare on Satur-

day. No previous kitchen experience needed; all are welcome.  

 I resolve to volunteer to prepare kiddush lunch on_________________ [fill in date(s)]  

 

 Programs and activities- there is always something going on at GHC. Our Men’s Club and Sisterhood have 

numerous programs throughout the year, as does the Membership Committee, Fundraising Committee, 

Empty Nesters, Adult Education and Activities, Religious School and ECC. We have book clubs and Shul Stitch-

ers, PJlibrary events and so many other events and programs that always welcome new participants. 

 I resolve to participate in ____________ (fill in a number) GHC programs and activities. 

 

 Kabbalat Shabbat and Shabbat Morning services- walking though the building on Rosh Hashanah, our sanctu-

ary is overflowing, the stage, social hall and atrium filled with people. Not so on Friday nights and Saturday 

mornings; certainly, that is not the expectation, as much as we would like to see it so. Join us for shabbat 

services, enjoy the service and stay for the kiddush lunch. 

I resolve to attend _____________ (fill in a number) Kabbalat Shabbat/ Shabbat morning services. 

Please share your resolutions with me or contact me, at President@G-H-C.org, with new ideas for programs that 

make GHC the best it can be. Kindly include your name and contact information. 

I wish you all a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. 

Naomi 

PRESIDENT 

mailto:President@G-H-C.org
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CANTOR 

Why I Became a Cantor - Music! 

 It was the music of prayer that hooked me, as a child.  
What a great religion!  You go every Friday night and some 
Saturday mornings to your Conservative shul of the 50s. 
People sing, people daven.  In the evening, a middle-aged 
congregant accompanies herself on a little portable organ, 
leading and soloing with her beautiful soprano voice.  We 
sing the greatest hits of 19th-century European and 20th-
century American synagogue song.  I sit next to my father 
and together we sing with gusto.   
 Our cantor, whom we call by the traditional word 
khazn, embodies authentic Ashkenazi style--unique me-
lodic formulas, tunes, pacing.  Our khazn is a Holocaust 
survivor, and his successor is Israeli.  They dialog with the 
male congregants, also survivors, herding them along, in-
terspersing a song here and there, as each congregant 
davens or prays.  Each man chants at his own pace, seem-
ingly oblivious to the men around him, usually softly but 
sometimes shouting a word.  And the net effect of this 
davening is like being swept up in a living river of flowing 
sound.  It puts you in a trance. 
 Around us, many of my parents' American-born 
friends seem uncomfortable.  They want to be more 
American white bread and less European dark rye.  Too 
much ethnicity embarrasses them, and the women espe-
cially don't know much Hebrew.  Fortunately my father 
and uncle sing beautifully and willingly.  But I can already 
see the uphill battle that traditional Jewish music faces in 
America. 
 Years later, I went to my first Reform Shabbat-
evening services and was shocked by how alien it felt.  The 
services seemed funereal and nobody sang, not even the 
Sh'ma!  I looked down my nose.  But a decade later in the 
early 90s, in my first cantorial school, I began learning 
prayer settings by classically-trained composers, some 
European, some North American.  To my utter surprise, 
some of this music was absolutely wonderful, and I 
learned that generations of Jews have been moved to 
tears by it--even Barbra Streisand!  During this period, I 
attended Shabbat-evening tefilot at Congregation Rodeph 
Sholom, a large Reform temple on the Upper West Side.  
The cantor deftly wove every style of Jewish music from 
Ashkenazic cantorial to Israeli and American folk songs and 
high-brow settings, accompanied by a few instruments and 
an electronic keyboard that could simulate organ, piano 
and whatever else.  He also judiciously used a professional 
quartet of singers.  It was soulful, moving, joyful, and I 
thought, "THIS is a rich prayer experience."   
  

In the Reform cantorial program, I learned several decades 
worth of contemporary folk-type songs that many Reform 
Jews of today cherish.  These songs, which are often used 
in services, were at most one line of Hebrew text followed 
by an English equivalent.  Musically they are thoroughly 
American.  Except for those written by the gifted Debbie 
Friedman, I found most of these "prayer songs" depress-
ingly banal.  Yet I could see how well they succeeded in 
creating a spiritual community among those who sang 
them.   
 In the Reform congregations I served, I used that Ro-
deph Sholom eclectic style.  There, the challenge was con-
gregants' unfamiliarity with Hebrew and traditional daven-
ing style.  In our Conservative circles, though, the chal-
lenge is that we are confined to a narrow range of music 
because instruments cannot be used, or there is no budget 
for professional musicians.  We also have to cover a lot of 
Hebrew quickly, which most congregants cannot keep up 
with or understand.  The result: much congregant jabber-
ing like what I grew up with!  Our congregants say time 
and again that they don't expect a spiritual experience in 
services, whereas Reform congregants do, and get. 
 Our challenge at GHC, then, is to create a more spiri-
tual atmosphere in prayer within our tradition-dictated 
boundaries.  I think we can do it, with thought and plan-
ning.  Let's do it! 

Cantor Janet Leuchter  

Rabbi cont’d. 

In 2004 Alan Dershowitz wrote a book entitled The Case 

for Israel in which he defends Israel against the varied and 

many claims against Israel. In 2005 he released a sequel 

championing the two-state solution, The Case for Peace.  I 

wish both books were on the required reading list for all 

American Jews. I wish peace was at hand.  I wish kindness 

and generosity were the norms in the Middle East. Until 

that day, may we not abandon our brothers and sisters in 

our holy land.  

Please come with me to Israel this summer.  For all the 

information on the trip you could possibly need please 

click here or go to https://www.israelmaven.com/

greenburgh-hebrew-center/. 

https://www.israelmaven.com/greenburgh-hebrew-center/
https://www.israelmaven.com/greenburgh-hebrew-center/
https://www.israelmaven.com/greenburgh-hebrew-center/
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BNEI MITZVAH 

Leo Cooper Carr 
Shemot 

Leo, a seventh grader, will be celebrating his Bar 
Mitzvah at GHC in January. He will be celebrating with his 
Mom Emily, his Dad Eric, his younger brother Teddy, and, 
at home, the family’s yellow lab, Harper.  

Leo is easygoing, kind, and social. He loves to read, 
plays electric bass guitar in the school band and Jazz Band, 
is working toward his black belt in karate, and plays base-
ball and tennis. On weekends he is often found playing 
Magic the Gathering with friends.  Leo attended the ECC at 
GHC. 

Leo is a wonderful son and big brother to Teddy. 
He loves visiting and celebrating the holidays with his close 
extended family. We could not be more proud of how he 
has grown to be a kind, caring, thoughtful, and intelligent 
young man. 

Emily and Eric invite the GHC congregation to 
share in the Kiddush following the service. 

We are so happy to celebrate Leo and wish to 
thank Cantor Janet, Rabbi Stein, and his teachers for help-
ing him to prepare for this event.  

 
 

Frieda Elinor Kaufman Belasco 
Va’era 

Frieda cares deeply for others and strives to mas-

ter all that she sets out to accomplish. She leans into every 

experience and is always eager to laugh and include oth-

ers.  

Frieda was born January 17, 2007 in New York City. 

She spent the first five and a half years of her life in Brook-

lyn, where she conquered the monkey bars, frequented 

local ice cream joints, and graduated from Union Temple 

Preschool. In summer 2012, Frieda moved with her par-

ents and younger brother Reuben to Hastings-on-Hudson. 

Now a seventh grader, she is a scholar athlete, playing on 

the volleyball and basketball (and, in spring, softball) modi-

fied teams. Her favorite subjects (this year) are social stud-

ies, math, and French. Music has always been a big part of 

her life. She plays percussion in the Middle School band, 

takes piano lessons, and listens to music at every opportu-

nity. Frieda co-writes and publishes (with Reuben) a news-

letter, the Palisades Press, sharing her wit and timely ob-

servations with family and friends. She is an ace photogra-

pher, an avid reader, and the family IT specialist.  

 

Every summer, she spends four weeks at Surprise Lake 

Camp in Cold Spring, NY and looks forward to swimming at 

the village pool and going on family vacations. 

 Frieda has a strong sense of social justice and a deep 

commitment to feminism. She brings this passion to every-

thing she does, from school to sports to religion. For her 

mitzvah project, she has been volunteering at Neighbors 

Link in Mount Kisco, a social services organization that aids 

recent immigrants. There, Frieda helps young kids with 

meals, play, and homework while their parents attend skill

-building workshops. She is also raising money for the 

Malala Fund, which supports educational initiatives for 

girls in developing countries. Whenever Frieda is engaged 

with a project or issue, she takes her family along for the 

journey.  

 Frieda’s been extremely dedicated to learning her To-

rah portion and Haftorah, and she thanks Cantor Leuchter 

and Rabbi Stein for all their guidance along the way. 

Frieda, Risa, Daniel, and Reuben invite the GHC community 

to share in their simcha at the Kiddush following services. 
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ADULT EDUCATION/  

CULTURAL AFFAIRS CARING COMMUNITY 

Who Are We? 
 
        At the Caring Community at GHC we are members just 
like you.  We belong to a community that takes care of each 
other. Under the supervision of Rabbi Stein, we want to offer 
assistance where, when and if desired.  Our team shares in-
formation, respecting confidentiality as expected. 
         It takes a village to help when help is needed and we are 
happy to be able to be “that village”.  If you have been a re-
cipient of our CC, perhaps you have written a note. If you 
have been a recipient of our CC, perhaps you have decided to 
“pay it forward” and become one of our volunteers.  If you 
are just about to volunteer, I will be happy to have you join 
our efforts. Just let me know! 
 
Thank you for caring, 
~Sheila Greenwald on behalf of the Caring Community    

MORNING MINYAN 

The Magic of Weekday Morning Minyan 

 While getting some expert help from Rabbi this morning 
with translating Hebrew script on a family document, we got 
to talking about the magic of weekday morning Minyan.  I 
recalled how GHC used to have a “Jewry Duty” list many 
years ago.  Congregant Anton Klotz revived this list a couple 
of years ago, and I was happy to receive my random number, 
number eighteen!  

 Since then, I attend morning Minyan every month on the 
eighteenth, and now the closest Monday or Thursday to it.  I 
wake up bright and early and dress in a skirt and blouse, pass-
ing on the de rigueur jeans and tee shirt for the morning.  The 
quiet ride to Dobbs Ferry at 6:30 AM is a delight, watching 
the Village slowly greet the day.  The best part, of course, is 
Minyan.  Holiday and Shabbat services are grand.  Weekday 
morning Minyan is warm and welcoming.  A small group, my 
Minyan friends, gather to usher in the day as we have done 
every day for thousands of years.  I always pause to reflect in 
the fact that, at that same moment, all up and down the East-
ern seaboard, literally millions of us are chanting the same 
prayers – truly spiritual, you can almost hear all of them.  
When Torah comes out, an ordinary day becomes special 
every time.  When called to the Torah, there is a glow which 
envelopes the whole day that follows.   

 After service, there are little chats and jokes and catching 
up before we all go our ways for the day.  And the day is al-
ways better for having gone to Minyan.  You must give it a try 
and see for yourself! 

Lorraine Kuhn 

Welcome to a new decade of great adult activities at GHC! 

 Our first activity is GHC's Fifth Night at the Opera, on 
January 18, a sold out, acclaimed performance of "Porgy 
and Bess".  Thanks to Andy Jagoda for organizing the eve-
ning. What are you planning for year six, Andy? 
 Rabbi Stein will guide us through some thought-
provoking issues when we discuss Do You Believe What 
You Pray? his next mini-series to be held on Sunday morn-
ings at 10:15 on January 26, February 2 and February 9. 
 Book Club continues on January 28 and February 25 at 
10. Check the weekly announcements for upcoming titles. 
Snowbirds, remember you can Skype so you don't miss a 
discussion. 
 Shul Stitchers will meet on Thursdays, January 16 and 
February 20 from 1-2:30. Bring your own project or start a 
new one to donate. Some of us have finished our first 
blankets and are starting on the second. We'll have a Shul 
Stitchers and Friends session at the Mann Center in Haw-
thorne some time in January....Stay tuned for the date. Be 
sure to keep track of the hours you work at home so GHC 
will get credit. 
 Did you know there were Greek Jews on the Lower 
East Side?  Soon you'll have an opportunity to learn about 
the community. Rhonda and Howard Baskin have booked 
an Empty Nesters and Wanna Be's tour of Kehila Kadosha 
Janina Synagogue and Museum which was the center of 
the Greek community there. The tour is on Sunday, March 
22. See the flyer for further details and registration form. 
Sign up as soon as you can as the number of participants is 
limited. 
 If you missed seeing Auschwitz: Not Long Ago. Not Far 
Away. at the Museum of Jewish Heritage with our GHC 
group, I suggest you go on your own if you can. It's a most 
worthwhile exhibit and the docents are excellent. 
We were invited to help our neighbors to the south, the 
 Untermyer Gardens Conservancy, by staffing the hot 
chocolate stand at the Grand Illumination in the walled 
Persian Garden on  December 24. Our volunteers were 
Marcie Schneider and Michael Ader, Becky Lazar, and Les-
lie and Jeff Liss. The garden was resplendent in blue, violet, 
green and white lights with seasonal music from the Zoro-
astrian, Jewish, Christian and Muslim cultures. After enjoy-
ing the sights in the garden the Empty Nesters continued 
on for dinner together. 
 I wish you all a healthy and happy (secular) new year 
filled with participation in GHC events! 

Lynne Ecker 
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SISTERHOOD 

I hope you all had a joyous Hanukkah! Happy 2020!  

We’re starting 2020 with a winner! Everyone is invited 
to Movie Morning on Sunday, January 12 at 10 am. En-
joy breakfast and popcorn for only $5/person. The 
movie that we will be showing is a documentary and 
very highly rated. This movie is award-winning and up-
lifting, and everyone will really enjoy it! Friends and 
family are welcome too. If you have any questions, 
please contact me! 

Do you play Mah Jongg? If so, now it is time to order 
your 2020 card! For each card ordered through GHC Sis-
terhood, GHC will benefit. Pricing is $8 for a regular card 
and $9 for a larger type card. Please order cards for 
yourself and the others in your game. The online form 
and more information is found at www.g-h-c.org/
mahjonggcards or email Iris Sherman at: mahjongg-
card@g-h-c.org.  We expect to stop taking orders on 
January 19. 

We had a fabulous pre-Hanukkah event in December. 
Regina Berthold set up an amazing craft program that 
everyone enjoyed! Regina invited 2 experts, Diane 
Bloom (an Art Instructor at White Plains Community 
Center and accomplished knitter) and Susan Cooper (an 
Art Therapist at White Plains Hospital/Dickstein Cancer 
Center) who guided us in various art projects that we 
could keep or donate. I had so much fun and love the 
flowers I created! Thank you Regina and Ken Berthold 
for decorating the social hall so beautifully and Regina 
for sharing some of your creativity and ideas with us! 
Thank you Allyn, Pam, Sharon and Arlene for helping 
with set up and working at the Mini-Mart! The Macabee 
Mini-Mart was a super success! The selection of Hanuk-
kah merchandise was fun and varied this year. Thank 
you to all who helped and shopped! Thank you to every-
one who contributed to the food drive for the food pan-
try of Bronx Community College and we are grateful to 
Enid Lotstein who coordinated the collection. 
 
Believe it or not, Purim is around the corner and the 
GHC Shalach Manot drive has begun! You will find infor-
mation about Shalach Manot in this Hamvaser.  Sister-
hood Shalach Manot bags are filled with yummy, nut-
free treats, including hamantaschen! Please support this 
program and GHC by becoming a sponsor and donating 
at the level that works best for you. You can stop by the 
Sisterhood  table  at  the  Purim  Carnival  on  Sunday,  

 March 8 or at the Megillah reading on Monday eve-
ning, March 9 to pick up your bag. If you have time to 
help put together the bags or distribute them at GHC, 
please let me know.  

And after Purim, comes Passover! There is no better 
way to prepare mentally and spiritually then at the GHC 
Women’s Seder, which takes place on Sunday, March 29 
at 4 pm. This event was a HUGE success last year and 
we ask you to hold the date and sign up as soon as you 
are able! The musical aspect of the seder will be led by 
Cantor Janet Leuchter, who is truly an expert on femi-
nist seders! We will be ‘tightening” and refreshing our 
Hagaddah to include some different material. If you 
have a reading you would like to include, please contact 
me ASAP. We are repeating the very successful Passover 
food drive for the Jewish Community Council of Wash-
ington Heights-Inwood. The drive will begin on Sunday, 
March 15. A list of specific Passover foods will appear on 
the GHC website later this month. Please adhere to the 
food list as the requests come specifically from this 
agency. Many of their clientele are low income and 
Holocaust survivors and truly appreciate these dona-
tions. Please volunteer for the Seder – help with shop-
ping, set up, take a part!  

Until next time, 
Robin Rosenberg 
sisterhood@g-h-c.org 
 
 
 

GIFT SHOP NEWS 

Did you know that the GHC Gift Shop stocks a variety of 
mezuzahs? Did you also know that a ‘kosher’ mezuzah 
contains a small piece of parchment called a ‘klaf’ and 
klafs must be written by a scribe? There are rules gov-
erning klafs. The GHC Gift Shop carries mezuzahs and 
klafs. We can also order a mezuzah for you if you see 
something elsewhere that you prefer. Rabbi Stein re-
cently created a useful information sheet about mezu-
zahs, including the blessings that are said when a mezu-
zah is hung. Thank you Rabbi Stein! If you are looking 
for a mezuzah or need a klaf, please email shop@g-h-
c.org and someone from Sisterhood will be able to help 
you!  

 

mailto:mahjonggcard@g-h-c.org
mailto:mahjonggcard@g-h-c.org
mailto:sisterhood@g-h-c.org
mailto:shop@g-h-c.org
mailto:shop@g-h-c.org
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C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  i n  a  S m a l l  P l a c e  
Barney Wolff 

 
If you’ve ever been to Israel, or looked at a map, you 
know a few obvious things about it. Israel is small. It’s 
got a seacoast on the Mediterranean and a tiny bit on 
the Red Sea. Half the country is desert. 
 
Like every other small country, Israel has almost no 
impact on the global climate, with barely over a tenth 
of a percent of the world’s population, but is at the 
mercy of the behavior of the rest of the world in 
dealing with global warming. Any small country might 
be tempted to try to be a free rider and not bother 
evolving its own economy and systems. But as our 
parents no doubt told us, what if everybody behaved 
that way? Aside from the moral issue, a small country 
is vulnerable to punishment from the global commu-
nity if it’s perceived as a bad actor. Like every country 
in the world (except us!) Israel is participating in the 
Paris accords and has set goals for reducing its own 
emissions of greenhouse gases, and is thinking about 
how to cope with the climate change that is inevita-
bly coming. There is an official report1 you can read 
that talks about the threats and sets goals for emis-
sions reduction. 
 
Sea level rise will swamp the beaches in Tel Aviv and 
Eilat, and cause problems all along the coast. Less 
obviously, infiltration of salt water into aquifers and 
decreased rainfall will make Israel even more de-
pendent on desalinization than it is already. Desalini-
zation is very energy intensive, so it matters a great 
deal where that energy comes from. 
 
Climate change is expected to expand the Negev de-
sert, and change what crops can be grown where, 
threatening food security. Warming may make places 
like Beersheba increasingly unsuitable for human oc-
cupation, with outdoor labor becoming dangerous or 
impossible. 
 
 
 

Israel already does better at conservation than many 
other countries, with solar water heaters every-
where, drip irrigation and treatment of wastewater 
for agriculture. 
 
There are some difficulties that are unique to a place 
under continual terrorist threat. Renewable electric-
ity sources tend to occupy large areas, whether wind 
or solar farms. Unlike fossil fuel power plants, these 
spread out sources would be very difficult to defend 
against organized or even individual terror action. On 
the other hand, such distributed sources are much 
harder to knock out completely. 
 

The above-mentioned report is a creditable effort, 
but left out any discussion of low-probability but dire 
scenarios. The Negev is not the only desert in the 
Middle East, and there is no discussion of what might 
happen if various surrounding countries become lit-
erally uninhabitable. Israel can defeat any of its ene-
mies and neighbors militarily, but what would hap-
pen if 100,000 or a million unarmed civilians started 
walking toward Israel’s borders? Truly desperate peo-
ple with nowhere to retreat to? How many could the 
army bring itself to shoot, and what if they just kept 
coming? I would be astounded and dismayed if the 
IDF has not considered such scenarios. 
 
These thoughts persuade me that, despite claims to 
the contrary, nobody who is working to delay taking 
vigorous action to combat global warming, or actually 
trying to make it worse, can possibly be considered a 
friend of Israel. Actions speak louder than words. 
 
 
  
 
1http://www.sviva.gov.il/infoservices/reservoirinfo/
doclib2/publications/p0801-p0900/p0867.pdf  

GREEN TEAM 
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HEARD AROUND 

COMPILED BY STEVE NEUBURGER 

Ursula Von Der Leyen Confirmed as EU Commission President 

 Congratulations to Ursula von der Leyen on her recent confir-

mation as President of the European Commission, underscoring its 

appreciation for the strong working relationship that has developed 

between the WJC and the European Commission over the years. 

 "The European Commission has taken significant strides to 

ensure the safety and security of Jewish communities across the 

continent by promoting educational endeavors and helping nations 

build strategies to reflect local circumstances. By allocating neces-

sary resources to this end, Jewish communities will see tangible 

changes in their daily lives", Ronald Lauder -WJC President Ambas-

sador- said, notably "the call to increase Holocaust education in 

Europe." 

U.S. House Resolution Condemns BDS 

 World Jewish Congress welcomed the U.S. House of Represen-

tatives' resolution condemning the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanc-

tions movement as a "positive and encouraging step in the fight 

against blind antisemitism". The resolution passed in a vote of 398 

to 17. 

 "The fact that this resolution passed with such overwhelming 

bipartisan support is a sign of hope for the future of Israel-related 

issues in the U.S. government. Support for Israel should never be 

turned into a partisan issue. Boycotts have historically served as 

effective tools for furthering the aims of social justice movements, 

but we must not fool ourselves when it comes to the BDS move-

ment against Israel. This movement does not seek peace, nor the 

promotion of human rights. The sole aim of BDS is the removal of 

Israel from all world maps. Opposing this movement is of critical 

importance across the political spectrum. Let's hope that this is the 

beginning of the end for this hateful ideology." 

International Workshop Trains Policymakers On Addressing An-

tisemitism through Education 

 A two-day workshop aimed at strengthening the capacity for 
policymakers and education stakeholders to address contemporary 
antisemitism in and through education was held recently at the 
UNESCO headquarters in Paris. The workshop, co-organized by 
UNESCO, the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights (ODIHR), and the World Jewish Congress, brought together 
professionals from 26 countries across all UNESCO regions. 

WJC: The Era of Golden Dawn Is Over in Greece 

  The World Jewish Congress congratulated Prime Minister Kyri-
akos Mitsotakis on the strong show of support that he received 
FROM THE PEOPLE OF Greece, who are entrusting him to carry the 
country forward in prosperity and progress. 

 Prime Minister Mitsotakis is a true ally of Israel and has always 
demonstrated deep support and friendship for the Jewish commu-
nity in Greece, said WJC President Ambassador Ronald S. Lauder. 

 "On that note, we are extremely pleased to learn that the far-
right Golden Dawn party failed to gain even 3 percent of the vote, in 
clear evidence that Greek society is fed up with its brand of extrem-
ist and hateful nationalism, after more than seven years in parlia-
ment.” 
Dutch Railway Offers To Compensate Holocaust Victims Deported 

To Nazi Camps 

 The Dutch national railway, Nederlander Spoorwegen (NS) has 

announced its intention to offer financial compensation to the survi-

vors and relatives of Holocaust victims who were transported via 

Dutch rail to Nazi concentration camps during World War II. 

 "Over 70 percent of Dutch Jewry was deported and murdered 

in the Holocaust, most of them carted to their deaths by the na-

tional railway that collaborated and cooperated with the German 

Nazis in the brutal attempt to exterminate European Jewry," said 

WJC President Ambassador Ronald S. Lauder. "The Dutch national 

railways decision to offer financial compensation to the survivors 

and relatives of the victims is deeply welcomed, and long overdue". 

YouTube Bans Content Promoting Nazi Ideology And Holocaust 

Denial 

 YouTube has adopted a new policy to crack down on hate 

speech, including neo-Nazi glorification and Holocaust denial. 

 In a letter to YouTube CEO Susan Wojcicki, the WJC expressed 

appreciation for the move, writing, "As you are well aware, radical 

content of all kinds is a serious problem, and the Jewish people are 

often the targets of such viral and hate-filled material. In recent 

years, our affiliated communities around the world have witnessed 

extremist ideologies become amplified on social media platforms. 

While we know that the task of cracking down on this hatred is diffi-

cult, we believe it is absolutely necessary." 

Twitter Announces Updated Policy Banning Dehumanizing Hate 

Speech 

 In announcing its new policy, Twitter wrote "Our primary fo-

cus on addressing the risks of offline harm, and research shows that 

dehumanizing language increases that risk. As a result, after months 

of conversations and feedback from the public, external experts and 

our own teams, we're expanding our rules against hateful conduct 

to include language that dehumanizes other on the basic of relig-

ion." 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Please Note: This is the final edition of Heard Around. It has 
been a pleasure to provide articles of Jewish world-wide 

interest to our Hamvaser readers. 

Thank you. 

Steve Neuburger 
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In Memoriam: Remembering our dedicated, long time members 

Alvin (Al) & Sheila Goldstein 

“We were cherished friends with the Goldsteins, from the time we joined GHC in 1968. They were a dynamic 

pair - both Presidents, one of GHC and the other of Sisterhood. Faithful, forthright and devoted to GHC, they 

contributed in many ways to our congregation. They ran the annual dinner Journal with us for many years. Fri-

day night meals, yom tovim, Sunday nights at the diner...we shared them all. Al and Steve exchanged phone 

calls once a week, even after they moved to Florida in the winter and finally to Denver. We will always miss 

Sheila and Al Goldstein.” Suzy and Steve Neuberger  

“I remember that Sheila regularly attended morning minyan on Tuesdays when she was in Dobbs Ferry. I also 

remember how Al cared for Sheila as she was failing.” Naomi Rosenberg  

“The passing of Sheila and Al is very sad. Many members have very fond memories of their generosity and gra-

ciousness. They were quite active both independently and together. They were good examples of caring for 

each other and our community.” Sheila Greenwald  

“I heard from many people about all that Al and Sheila did for the congregation for many years. As a past presi-

dent, Al, and Sheila, as a past Sisterhood president herself speak volumes as to the type of members they were, 

which continued after their departure from the Dobbs Ferry area. Incidentally, they valued GHC so much that 

GHC was included in the last Will and Testaments of both Sheila and Al.” Mark Sloane  

“Both Sheila and Al were always very warm, and they were actively involved at GHC for many, many years. 

When we joined GHC, Al was a past president, 1979-1981 and Sheila was a past Sisterhood president, and they 

both made us feel very welcome. Sheila was on the Capital Rebuilding Campaign committee that resulted in our 

current building. (She was one of the two people who solicited Andy and me– sitting on folding chairs in our 

then-empty living room.)” Debbie S.K. Jagoda  

“Al and Sheila were a remarkable partnership, devoted to their daughter, Beth, and her family. Both Al and 

Sheila embodied the warmth that is GHC. An intensely devoted couple, they shared their gifts with the congre-

gation, always there as exemplars of devotion, service and commitment. Astutely aware of the inner workings 

of the congregation, masterful readers of personalities, they quietly but firmly moved the congregation along its 

journey to being egalitarian and housed in a space more appropriate to the congregation. Every rabbi should be 

blessed with an Al and Sheila. I certainly was.” Rabbi Barry Kenter  

"Sheila and Al were committed members of GHC, who gave generously of their time and efforts. For many years 

Sheila and Al were a part of the Fundraising Team that planned the Journal Dinner Dance. When they graciously 

passed the reins to the next generation, they were always available to lend a helping hand and share their 

knowledge. Always thinking of ways to support GHC, it was Sheila who recommended to the NYC Retired Ad-

ministrators Group, to hold their annual meetings in our Social Hall, which they continue to do, to this very day. 

Their dedication to GHC was evident in everything they did.“ Naomi and Michael Feinkind  
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“Sheila and Al along with the Firstys, were part of our High Holiday section. Even though saving seats was 

frowned upon there was always the unwritten understanding that everyone had their place. I always admired 

the Goldstein “no nonsense “ approach to problem solving. While Sheila always listened to what others had to 

say we still always did it her way. Their commitment to Jewish life and the Greenburgh Hebrew Center will be 

their legacy.” Sherry Padva  

“Sheila was a Sisterhood President and was very active member when they lived here.” Arlene Krawitz  

“From our many conversations, Alvin Goldstein mentioned he was an Accountant and Business Manager. I just 

checked with Madaline and she confirmed he was. His daughter’s name is Beth Shanker. Her grandson’s name 

is Noah. I remembered he was great friends with the Goldsteins.” Jacqui Walker and Madaline Bruno  

“In fond memory of our friends and 50+ year members of GHC, Sheila and Al Goldstein. Al and Sheila were 

"part of the fabric" of GHC.   Al was always involved at GHC, served for years on the GHC Board of Trustees, 

was a synagogue Treasurer and above all, a caring and astute synagogue President. Al was financially adept 

and advised Norman on synagogue finances when Norman was synagogue Treasurer. Sheila worked closely 

with me on my projects when I was VP/Fundraising and Activities; mentored me when I was Sisterhood Presi-

dent. She never turned me down when I needed help. In her own right, Sheila was a member of the Board of 

Trustees, and devoted to Sisterhood. She served as Sisterhood President. Sheila was a Torah Fund Benefactor, 

a Sisterhood Woman of the Year and a Torah Fund Honoree. Sheila and Al were also members of the Amudin 

Society of GHC. Sheila always helped Judy pack Shalach Manot. Al and Sheila were always welcoming, had a 

smile and a friendly word. They will be sorely missed! May their names remain for a blessing.” Vivian and Nor-

man Milefsky and Judy Sepinski  

“Need help, want volunteers--Call Sheila and Al-They'll be glad you asked them and they'll be at the GHC to 

lend a hand. Their house was always open and the reception always gracious with Sheila as the greeter, al-

ways with a smile on her face, and Al by her side. We miss them and know that Beth will have many sweet 

memories to keep them alive in her heart. Farewell to a GREAT couple.” Bernice Strauss  

“We remember Al & Sheila as a devoted couple, Al with a smile and Sheila with a good sense of humor and a 

zest for life. They were always very active in GHC affairs, serving in many positions throughout the years. We 

will forever appreciate and remembered their kind hearts & generosity.” Linda & Zvi Markowitz  
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Greenburgh Hebrew Center 

Phone: 914-693-4260  Fax: 914-693-4907 

Email: Office@g-h-c.org 

· Rabbi Jay Stein 

· Cantor Janet Leuchter 

· President Naomi Feinkind 

· Executive VP Jeffrey Liss 

· Executive Secretary Debbie Jagoda 

· Financial Secretary George Katz 

· Recording Secretary Andy Jagoda 

· Treasurer Craig Mondschein 

· VP Education Stephanie Luftig 

· VP Fundraising Rebecca Lazar 

· VP Management Andrew Weiss 

· VP Membership Elyse Milun 

· VP Religious Affairs Andrew Goldstein 

· VP Adult Education & 

Cultural Activities 

Lynne Ecker 

· VP Youth Traci Mondschein 

· Men’s Club Presidents Howard Baskin  

David Luftig 

· Sisterhood President Robin Rosenberg 

· Rel. Sch Board Chair Risa Kaufman 

 

· RS PTA Karen Ecker Greenbarg 

Shara Sheinberg 

· Webmaster Suzanne Newman 

· Newsletter Staff Allyn Salpeter 

Madaline Bruno 

* Rabbi Emeritus Barry Kenter 

  
  

  

TO SUBSCRIBE / ADVERTISE :  CALL  914 693 4260    EMAIL OFFICE@G-H-C.ORG    |    VISIT THE WEBSITE  WWW.G-H-C.ORG   
GHC NEWS 

 
Service Schedule 
Sunday morning, 9:30 a.m. 
Mon. & Thurs. Morning, 6:45 a.m. 
Tues., Wed. Fri. morning, 7:00 a.m. If Requested 
Weekday Rosh Hodesh & Holiday Minyan, 
6:30am 
Candle Lighting Times 
See calendar 

Shabbat Services 
Friday evening, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday Study Session 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday morning service, 9:30 a.m 
Saturday Junior Congregation, 10:30 a.m 

 

CONDOLENCES 

The entire Greenburgh Hebrew Center community 
expresses their deepest sympathy to: 
 
Diane Russ on the passing of her beloved 
brother Edward Mendelsohn 
 
The family of GHC beloved Past-President Alvin Gold-
stein on his passing 
 
Richard Thombs on the passing of his beloved fa-
ther Wendell Thombs 
 
Max Adler on the passing of his beloved sister Rose 
Mayer 
 
Sarah Sernaker on the passing of her beloved father 
William Sernaker 
 
Martin Stricks on the passing of his beloved wife 
Cathy Stricks 
 
May their memory always be a blessing. 
 

 

 

DO WE KNOW HOW TO REACH 

YOU? 

Have you changed your email address, 

cell phone number, home phone num-

ber, or home address?  If so, please let 

Madaline Bruno in the GHC office  

know so we can update our records.   

Call us at (914) 693-4260 

or email  

mailto:Office@g-h-c.org
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  DONATION FORM 

For your convenience, please use this form to make your donations. send to: 

Greenburgh Hebrew Center, 515 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522 

  

 This donation is being made by__________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip______________________________________________________ 

Phone_______________________________Email___________________________ 

  

I wish to donate to the fund indicated. 

Attached is  my check in the amount of $________ 

In Honor of__________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of________________________________________________________ 

Other_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Please send an acknowledgment to : 

Name_______________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip______________________________________________________ 

  

Office Use Only: 

Date received__________________________ 

  

 

 

 

To celebrate, remember, express  

appreciation & support  my  

synagogue, I have chosen the fund  

indicated below: 

Capital Fund $ _______________ 

Chesed Fund $ _______________ 

Cantor’s Discretionary $ _______ 

Early Childhood Center $ ______ 

General Fund  $______________ 

GHC Garden Fund $__________ 

Green Team $_______________ 

Jewish Education Fund $_______ 

Julia B. Chazen Camp Fund $___ 

Kiddush Fund $______________ 

Prayer Book Fund $___________ 

Rabbi’s Discretionary  $________ 

Rabbi Lubliner Memorial $_____ 

Religious School $ ____________ 

Religious Affairs $ ___________                      

Rockowitz Youth Fund $_______ 

Security Fund $_______ 

Social Action Fund $__________ 

Torah Fund $ ________________ 

Yahrzeit & Yiskor Fund $______ 

Youth Programs Fund $________ 
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DONATIONS 

October 24 to December 18 

General Fund 

Inge and Max Adler 

In Memory of Herman Weinberg 

 In Memory of Therese Adler 

Barbara Breitman 

 In Memory of Samuel Breitman 

Dona and Andrew Brucker - Donation 

Lynne & Larry Ecker 

 Thank you for the donation of a Cross-cut Shred

 der for the office 

Joan Fuhrman 

 In Memory of Al Goldstein 

Joan Fuhrman, Marilyn Perelman, Gladys Maddon, 

Jackie Kay, Cecilia Pfeiffer, Florence Steinberg and Ina 

Teschner 

 In Honor of the special birthday of Lois Greenwald 

Gabelman Family Fund - Donation 

Simone Damesek & Jordan Gelfman 

 In Memory of Al Goldstein 

Lewis Goldstein 

 In Memory of my beloved brother Al Goldstein 

Frances Gorlick 

 In Memory of Estelle B. Goodman 

Lenore Katkin 

 In Memory of Burton Katkin 

 In Memory of Lowell Self 

 In Memory of Martin Self 

Debbie and Andy Jagoda 

 In Memory of Edward Mendolsohn brother of 

 Diane Russ 

 In Memory of our past president Al Goldstein 

 In Memory of Wendell Thombs, father of our 

 member Richard Thombs 

 In Memory of Rose Meyer, sister of our member, 

 Max Adler 

Barbara Lichtenfeld 

 In Memory of Hilda Stern 

Stephanie and David Luftig 

 In Honor of Sari Barnattan’s Bat Mitzvah 

 In Honor of Rabbi Stein’s birthday 

Jay R. Mactas 

 In Memory of Alvin Goldstein 

Harold, Irwin and Stuart Meyer 

 In Memory of Alvin Goldstein 

Julius Neudorfer 

 In Memory of my father Wladislaw Neudorfer 

Howard and Sharon Rabinowitz 

 In Memory of Nathan Murray  

Myra Schreiber 

 In Memory of my dear brother-in-law Al Goldstein 

Claire and Allen Schwartz 

 In Memory of Claire’s father, Samuel Gordon 

Eugene Shanock 

 In Memory of Alvin Goldstein 

Maxine Spiegel 

 In Memory of Al Spiegel 

Ellen Spivak  - Donation 

Bernice and Steven Strauss 

 In Memory of Ernest Strauss 

Amy and Michael Taub 

 In Memory of Ira S. Taub 

Sophie Uber 

 In Memory of my dear son Eddie Uber 

Yahrzeit and Yizkor Fund 

Eleanor Heller 

 In Memory of Jack Kahane 
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DONATION’S CON’T 

Yahrzeit and Yizkor Fund 

Phyllis Hutter 

 In Memory of my beloved husband, Ira Hutter 

Amy and Michael Taub 

 In Memory of Richard Rosenthal 

Kiddush Fund 

William Berman - Donation 

Rachel and Donald Lachs 

 In Honor of the In-House Catering Committee vol

 unteers who so generously gave their time and 

 effort to prepare the beautiful luncheon following 

 our granddaughter Sari’s Bat Mitzvah service 

Leslie Liss 

 In appreciation for honoring me with the 

 "B'raishet aliyah" and for Rabbi's kind words on 

 "Simchat  Torah" 

Linda and Zvi Markowitz 

 In Memory of Al Goldstein. May his life be for a 

 blessing 

 Shout out to Joan Fuhrman who had hand surgery 

 in December 

 To Lois Greenwald who was in the hospital 

 Vivian Milefsky who had a fall 

 Hope they are all recovered now 

 In Memory of Rose Mayer sister of Max Adler 

 Congratulations to our newest congregant, baby 

 Norah  Rose.  Congrats to mommy Ada Menaker 

 and daddy Morgan Neyland 

Robin Rosenberg and Bruce Segall 

 In Memory of Al Goldstein 

 In Memory of Edward Mendolsohn brother of 

 Diane Russ 

Lenny Steinberg 

 Thanks to all members who gave him rides to 

 synagogue 

 

Caring Community/ Hesed Fund 

Natalie Frankel 

 In Memory of my beloved mother Betty Spielman 

Sheila and Hal Greenwald 

 In Memory of Leonard Greenwald  

 In Honor of Lois Greenwald’s special birthday 

Marcy and Jeffrey Karpel 

 In Memory of Harriet Birnbaum 

Rabbi Lubliner Educational Fund 

Henriett Fassler 

 In Memory of my beloved brother Rabbi Lubliner 

Rhoda Rosenfeld 

 In Memory of Herb Rosenfeld  

Jewish Education Fund 

Ellen Sonkin 

 In Memory of Bruce's father, Jack Sonkin 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Tina Ashkenazy Cornell  

 Thank you to Rabbi Stein for support and officiat

 ing at my mom’s funeral  

Deanna Fried 

 In Memory of my mother Shirley Reinlib 

Joan Fuhrman 

 In Memory of my sister-in-law, Enid Fuhrman 

Lisa Goldman 

 In Memory of my beloved mother, Gloria 

 Schwartz 
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 DONATION’S CON’T 

Lois Greenwald 

 In Honor of my friends, Joan Fuhrman, Marilyn 

 Perelman,  Gladys Maddon, Jackie Kay, Cecilia 

 Pfeiffer, Florence  Steinberg and Ina Teschner 

 for my special birthday wishes 

 To thank all my friends for their kindness 

 In Memory of my beloved husband Leonard  

 In Memory of my father Harry Schoen 

Sheila and Hal Greenwald 

 In Memory of Alvin Goldstein 

 With thanks that Adam, Noah and Ayla 

 Greenwald are all safe after the tragedy in Santa 

 Clarita 

Marcy and Jeff Karpel 

 In Honor of our son Lewis' marriage to Robbie 

 In Memory of Harriet Birnbaum 

Linda and Zvi Markowitz 

 In Memory of Esther Markowitz 

Margo and Jack Maron 

 In Memory of our dear friend Al Goldstein 

Anita and David Schick – Donation 

Robin Rosenberg and Bruce Segall 

 In Memory of Wendell Thombs, father of Rich

 ard Thombs 

Ann and Melvin Weintraub 

 In Memory of Melvin’s father, Abraham Joseph 

 Weintraub 

Religious Affairs 

Lenny Steinberg 

 Thanks to Pat Conlan for all the extra help she 

 gave him 

Prayer Book Fund 

Sherman Firsty 

 In Memory of Linda Anopolsky  

 In Memory of Al Goldstein 

 

Sisterhood 

Marcy and Jeff Karpel 

 In Memory of Harriet Birnbaum 

Bernice Malamud 

 In Memory of Harry Malamud and Elka Malamud 

Johnna Freud  

 In Memory of her parents, Gloria E. and John A. 

Freudenreich, Sr. 

Video Stream Fund 

Carole and Ken Bass – Donation 

Elyse and David Milun - Donation 

Beth and Bryan Pocius - Donation 

Alexandra and Barry Reichgott - Donation 

Emily Zuckerman and Eric Carr - Donation 

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 

Doris and Harry Levy 

 In Memory of Annaliese Levy 

Kol NIdre 

Patricia Appel 
Jonathan and Nora Contract 
Philip Eisenberg and Ellen Siegel 
Paul Gottbetter 
Todd Greenbarg and Karen Ecker Greenbarg 
Pete Kals 
Kenneth and Meryl Kupersmith 
Donald and Rachel Lachs 
Jonathan and Ruth Lichter 
Jeff and Leslie Liss 
Jayson and Jo-Ann Lutzky 
Silvian and Lily Marcus 
Benjamin and Melanie Robbins 
Mark and Donna Rubin 
David and Meredith Rusoff 
Brad and Julie Schwartz 
Pamela Stoller 
Anne Tannenbaum 
Michael and Amy Taub 
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