
Weekday Mornings  8:00 a.m.
Sunday Mornings 9:00 a.m.                                                       
Weekday Evenings  5:40 p.m.

NO SATURDAY OR SUNDAY 
EVENING MINYAN

Daily Minyan Schedule on Zoom

@bethisraelom
bethisrael-om.org

Spring 2022
Nisan - Tamuz 5782

    ניסן - תמוז תשפ״ב 

President's Update on Clergy Transitions
see page 2

Honoring Rabbi Goldstein’s Service to Beth Israel 
see page 8

Divrei Ha-Rav: The Rabbi’s Words
It was April of 2002 that I had 
the opportunity to travel with 
the UJA, along with other Rabbis 
and lay leaders, to Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, to bring support to a 
Jewish community that had been 
decimated almost overnight with 
a free-falling economy. Our second 
day, we pulled up to one of the 
many social service agencies that 

were feeding the families who had become distressed 
because of the economy.  As we walked into this center, 
a former synagogue, I noticed that they were handing 
out boxes of Matzah.  Fifteen thousand Argentinian Jews 
from all over the country were to meet and celebrate 
together, to give each other strength and support.

I happened to walk over and grab one of the Matzah 
boxes and was stunned with what I read on the side 
panel. Kol Yisrael Areivim Ze BaZe…   All of Israel 
are responsible for each other.  This box of Matzah 
was made with love by the Jews of Ukraine for the Jews 
of Argentina. Wow! In a reversal of roles, one of the 
wealthiest Jewish communities was now being helped 
by the Ukrainian Jewish community, decimated by the 
Holocaust.  

Upon my return, I shared this story in shul and after 
services, a Ukrainian, Russian speaking gentleman, 
Sasha, came up to me to share a story. “Twenty years ago, 
he said, I waited all night in line to get a box of Matzah. 
Taking it home, I read every word on that box and so, I 

remember exactly what it said. Kol Yisrael Areivim Ze 
Bazeh…All of Israel is responsible for each other. This 
Matzah was lovingly made for the Jewish community in 
Ukraine by the Jews of Argentina.”

That story brought tears to my eyes, and still does, 
especially in the last several weeks, as Ukrainians are 
giving their lives for their homeland. So many have 
become refugees, more than three million who have left 
the country, with no more on their backs than had the 
Jews who left Egypt in our Pesach story. 

We should be proud of the work of both the JDC (the Joint 
Distribution Committee) and JAFI (the Jewish Agency for 
Israel) who have been on the front lines of helping Jewish 
and non-Jewish Ukrainians who are in desperate need. 
How meaningful it was to see the field trauma hospital 
that Israel set up inside the border near Poland.

Continued on page 5
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President's Update
Scott Gensler, President

Scott Gensler became President 
of Beth Israel Congregation in 

June 2021. 

Questions or comments? 
Please email Scott Gensler at 

president@bethisrael-om.org

This coming 
year will be one 
of transitions 

for our Beth Israel community.

As you know, Rabbi Goldstein will 
retire this summer after 26 wonderful 
years of service to Beth Israel, and 
will become our congregation’s 
Rabbi Emeritus. Please join us for 
a special Shabbat on June 11-12 
honoring Rabbi Goldstein’s many 
years of service to Beth Israel. 

Since the fall, our Rabbi Search 
Committee has been working 
diligently to ensure that we find 
the right spiritual leader to build 
upon Rabbi Goldstein’s success. 
During this process, it became clear 
to the Search Committee that Beth 
Israel would benefit most at this 
moment from hiring an interim 
rabbi. Typically, interim rabbis are 
highly experienced pulpit rabbis 
who are also specially trained to help 
congregations positively transition 
from one senior rabbi to the next.

Rabbi Murray Ezring visited with 
our congregation in late February. 
Hopefully, you were able to 
participate in one or more of the 
many opportunities we provided to 
meet, daven with, and learn from 
him. The congregational feedback on 
Rabbi Ezring was extremely positive, 
as captured both from the survey that 
was sent out after his visit as well as 
through direct comments to members 
of the Search Committee. Based on 
this feedback as well as observations 
offered by Rabbi Ezring’s references, 
the Board of Trustees unanimously 
approved hiring Rabbi Ezring as our 
interim rabbi for the coming year. 

Rabbi Ezring has now signed his 
contract with Beth Israel. He and his 
wife Barbara will join the Beth Israel 
community on about August 1. 

I would like to thank the Rabbi Search 
Committee for their dedication and 
hard work throughout this process, 
Beth Israel’s professional staff for all 
their support and for assisting with 
Rabbi Ezring’s visit, and Jo-Anne 
Tucker-Zemlak, our USCJ Synagogue 
Consultant, for guiding us through 
the search process.

Our community is also deeply 
saddened by the passing of our 
beloved Educator Emeritus, Rachel 
V. Glaser this past February. Rachel, 
was a master educator who shared 
her wisdom and enthusiasm with 
generations of students and members 
of Beth Israel.  Rachel would want 
us to continue to engage in Jewish 
learning, so I encourage all of our 
members to continue to embrace 
lifelong learning opportunities to 
carry on her legacy.

As I shared last month, Cantor 
Rolnick has informed us that she has 
decided to relocate for personal and 
family reasons. We want to thank 
Cantor Rolnick for her dedication to 
Beth Israel for the last five years. We 
wish Cantor Rolnick and her family 
the very best in the future.  

Given Cantor Rolnick’s departure 
this summer, we began a cantor 
search. Hopefully you had a chance 
to meet Cantorial Candidate 
Benjamin Matis during his visit to 
Beth Israel earlier this month. We are 
delighted to announce that Cantor 
Matis  has signed a letter of intent to 

become Beth Israel’s next cantor. We 
anticipate he’ll be moving to Owings 
Mills with his family in early July. 

As reflected in the results of the 
congregational survey, the support 
for offering this position to Cantor 
Matis was overwhelming. We wish 
to thank everyone who provided 
feedback on Cantor Matis through 
the survey or informally through 
conversations with our staff and lay 
leadership. We also wish to thank our 
Cantor Search Committee for their 
diligent efforts and commitment to 
the search process. 

On behalf of the entire board, we 
appreciate your dedication to the 
Beth Israel community during this 
period of transition.

I would like to personally wish 
you and your family a Chag Pesach 
Samech.

L'Shalom.
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Notes From the Cantor
Cantor Jen Rolnick

Once the Purim 
spiel ends and 
the megillah 

is put away, I start thinking ahead 
towards Passover and spring.  After 
a long, cold winter, there is nothing 
quite like seeing flowers begin to 
bloom once again.  Spring is a time of 
transition, but also a time for renewal 
and growth.  

This spring is also a time of great 
transition for the Beth Israel 
community and an opportunity for 
rebirth and growth.  I would like to 
reiterate how grateful I am for all 
the time we have shared together, in 
person and online, and all that I have 
learned from being a part of the Beth 
Israel community. 

I feel honored to have shared many 
blessings and celebrations with you 
over these past five years.  Over the 

years, we have prayed together, sung 
together, and learned together.  We 
performed the music of the Beatles, 
Queen, and ABBA.  We celebrated 
Shabbat in creative, unique ways 
with Shabbat Around the World and 
Shabbat Nefesh.  We went outside 
the walls of the synagogue to come 
together for Shabbat in the Park and 
Shabbat on the Go. 

Even in the face of the COVID 
pandemic, we were able to 
build community together.  The 
community zoom seder gave us an 
opportunity to retell the Passover 
story from the comfort of our own 
homes.  Meditative Mondays became 
a space for us to come together and 
to welcome in participants from 
around the country. We were able 
to open our doors in ways that we 
never have imagined before.   

I also had the privilege to celebrate 
with many B’nai mitzvah families 
and students as they begin to take 
on the responsibilities of being part 
of the larger Jewish community.  I 
am constantly inspired by the pride 
and gratitude students express 
in their prayers before the Ark.  
Although I will be moving on to 
new opportunities, I will bring with 
me the memories and gifts the Beth 
Israel community has given me, and 
I greatly look forward to hearing 
about all the good things I know lie 
ahead for Beth Israel Congregation.

Join us on Shabbat Morning, June 18th as we 
say Todah to Cantor Jennifer Rolnick for her five 

years of dedication to Beth Israel!
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Community Learning Lab
Rabbi Ariel Platt, Director of Education

“A season is set for everything, a time for every 
experience under heaven" (Kohelet 3:1).” There is a 
time for a snowy day in March and a summery day in 
December. There is a time to laugh, and there is a time 
to cry. There is a time to play, and there is a time to 
sleep. There is a time to learn, and there is a time to just 
have fun. There is also a time for both. That is where 
the Learning Lab comes in! Join me in exploring some 
of the learning and fun from our second semester, and 
offerings of fun in the future.

During the second semester, our 3rd-7th graders 
participated in the electives listed below:

3rd-5th grades:
1) Wherever you go there is always someone 
Jewish! - We explored the cultures and traditions of 
different Jewish communities across the globe. We 
learned about foods, holiday celebrations, lifestyle, 
and more! 
 2) The Living Torah - Every week, we did an overview 
of the Parsha, with special attention provided to the 
lessons/middot/people/rituals that pertain to us.

6th-7th: 
1) Jews in the News - We explored--both the famous 
and the infamous--Jews from the Colonial period to 
the present. We asked how they influenced music, law, 
science, Hollywood, medicine, theater, etc. We read 
and discussed the good, bad, and ugly. 
2) STEMing Jewish Identity – We explored Jewish 
teachings and traditions through experimentation and 
examination of science, technology, and nature.

Part of the fun of the Learning Lab is our special family 
programs. This semester Family BICLL included a 
Purim program. Similar to Chanukah, families rotated 
to five stations, such as grogger decorating, illustrating 
a large school-wide megillah, learning about the 
four mitzvot of Purim, and making fleece blankets 
for those in need (matanot l’evioniym). Our families 

participated in Claire Sodden Memorial Weekend, 
when students led different prayers on Shabbat 
morning. Our students also enjoyed a schoolwide Silly 
Seder in honor of Passover. 

There is a time to remember the past, and there is a 
time to look towards the future. We are excited about 
the many things to look forward to in the future of our 
Learning Lab programs. Registration for next year 
will be available soon for Learning Lab, Shorashim 
Sundays, our Pre-Learning Lab program, as well as for 
Shorashim BaBayit (Roots at Home), our subscription 
box program for children ages 0-3.Stay tuned for all the 
details. If you have any questions about any of these 
programs, please reach out to me aplatt@bethisrael-
om.org. 

We are also expanding our Shorashim fun with our 
new Shorashim Shabbat program. Starting in June 
we will be exploring Shabbat together around the 
community. All families with young children (ages 
0-5) are welcome to join us on these special Shabbat 
mornings. There will be singing, lunch time, and play 
time. More details to come as we approach June.

Can’t wait to enjoy the experiences that await us! 

Look for registration information coming 
later this spring.

We are excited to announce a new, more 
afforable tuiton structure we think every-

one will love! 

Beth Israel wants to support our young 
families.

mailto:aplatt@bethisrael-om.org
mailto:aplatt@bethisrael-om.org
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Continued from the Cover

We in Baltimore have had many close relationships with the Jewish community in Ukraine, especially in Odessa, 
and continue to support our brothers and sisters who need to take shelter from these brutal Russian attacks. 
  
It is on Pesach that we are mandated to have a heightened sense of caring and compassion for those who are suffering, 
since we have been in that position-- all too often-- as a community. As Jews, we have taken that responsibility to 
heart, working to continue to support the more than 1,000 Jewish institutions and places within Ukraine. 
   
Ukraine is called the “breadbasket of Europe”  but this year, certainly will not be able to make their boxes of Matzah. 
We pray that the members of this beleaguered Jewish community are able to be provided with their Matzah and that 
on the side of the package, for the final time, it will say: Kol Yisrael Areivim Ze Baze, made with love for the Ukrainian 
Jewish community by Jews throughout the world.
     
Chag Sameach
Rabbi Jay R. Goldstein

Winter in the Learning Lab
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“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn.”   -Ben Franklin

Lifelong learning has always been an integral part of our Beth Israel community.  In addition 
to our fall programming, we have just concluded our winter movie festival featuring two well-
received documentaries and one comedy, followed up with interesting and dynamic discussions.

This spring we look forward to sharing several new and interesting learning experiences:
•	 Passover: “What Social Action Values Can Be Derived from the Passover Story?” Rachel Kutler from “Jews 

United for Justice” joined us on Thursday, March 24th at 7:00pm on Zoom. This was a joint Lifelong Learning 
and Social Action program and was recorded.

•	 Yom HaShoah: “The Plunder of Art by the Nazis” with Dr. Irene Bald Romano, Professor of Art History and 
Anthropology at the University of Arizona, Thursday, April 28th at 7pm on Zoom from Arizona. 

•	 Yom HaAtzmaut/Yom Yerushalayim: “Jerusalem: A Tale of Four Cities” with Rabbi Reuven Landman, Sunday, 
May 15th at 11:00 am on Zoom from Israel.

•	 Tikkun Leil Shavuot: “Ruth and Naomi: The Power of Chosen Family” with Dr. Harriet Wimms. She will 
discuss the value of inclusion and her personal religious  journey as a Jew of color. (Saturday evening, June 
4th, Erev Shavuot, at Beth Israel.)

We hope that you will be able to join us as we continue our journey as a congregation of lifelong learners.  Our 
warm and productive Lifelong Learning Committee is always looking for fresh ideas and new members.  

Wishing you a Hag Pesach Kasher v’Sameach!

Lifelong Learning Update
Saundra Madoff, Chair of the Lifelong Learning Committee

If you Google 
Habitat for 
Humanity you 
will find: 
“Habitat for 

Humanity is a nonprofit organization 
that helps families build and 
improve places to call home. We 
believe affordable housing plays 
a critical role in strong and stable 
communities.” 

Most of you have heard of Habitat for 
Humanity, but just what do they do? 
Besides building houses, they also 
help the community by completing 
tax returns. They operate Habitat 
“ReStores” around the community, 
selling donated hardware and 
furniture where the proceeds go to 
the cost of building. These are also 
volunteer-run. 

Habitat For Humanity
Seth Glassman, Habitat for Humanity Chair

Learn more at: 
www.habitatchesapeake.org.

Beth Israel has a long and proud 
history of volunteer activity. After 
Hurricane Katrina (2005), Beth 
Israel volunteers went south to help 
build new homes. When that group 
returned home, they connected with 
Habitat to continue their service 
locally. The group usually goes once 
a month (weekdays only). I am in my 
15th year volunteering with Habitat. 
Before volunteering with Habitat I 
had a decent knowledge of tools and 
basic building skills. Over the last 
15 years my knowledge and skills 
have expanded exponentially! More 
importantly, I have enjoyed myself 
and have a true sense of giving back 
to the community.  
 

Each volunteer day there are four 
goals: 
1. Accomplish something 
2. Learn something 
3. Be safe 
4. Have fun! 
 
The tasks vary from month to month. 
We have done framing, installed 
dry-wall, flooring, insulation, done 
trim work, and painted. Outside we 
have built decks, dug trenches for 
concrete, installed chain link fences, 
and done general yard clean-up. 
 
Please let me know if you are 
interested in joining our group or 
have any questions about our service. 
Please note that no skills or building 
knowledge is required to volunteer, 
just a desire to help the community! 
skgdds@hotmail.com 
443-928-4562 
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Shleimut

Please call or email (preferred) to 
connect with Sarah Shapiro.
410-654-0800 ex. 263  
SShapiro@bethisrael-om.org 

Sarah Shapiro, LCSW-C

       
For many of us in the Beth Israel community, Rachel 
Glaser was not only a devoted master educator who 
taught congregants of all ages, but also a beloved friend 
and colleague. This type of loss can be difficult to grieve 
because in our society friend or co-worker grief is rarely 
attended to in the same way as familial grief. While we 
have many traditions to help us mourn the loss of a 
family member, there are few supports to bolster us as 
we grieve the death of a friend and/or colleague. Our 
Shleimut team routinely reaches out to family members 
after their loss of a relative, but we don’t have a similar 
pattern of contacting our deceased congregants’ best 
friends in our community and often we may not even 
know of the existence or the depths of those friendships.

So, in Rachel’s memory, to help those of us who mourn 
her loss or the loss of other dear friends, I’d like to share 
some things you can do if you are grieving the passing of 
a friend or colleague:

•	 Treasure and share the memories of your 
friend -- This may take many forms from putting 
together a scrapbook to sharing stories with your 
friend’s family. Reliving these moments can help 
you and the family process your grief and perhaps 
even learn something not previously known about 
your loved one.

•	 Connect with your friend’s network of friends 
and support one another --These may or may 
not be people you knew before, but you share a 
love for the same person. You may choose to meet 
regularly or on anniversary dates or just to phone 
one another as needed.

•	 Give yourself the gift of time – Especially because 
friend grief is often not acknowledged, it can 
sometimes be difficult to find the space to express 
your emotions and begin the healing process. 
Accepting the finality of your loss, adjusting to a 
new normal, and saying goodbye are all important 
parts of this process and take time to address.

•	 Embrace journaling, letter writing, or drawing 
– Sometimes writing or drawing can help you 

access, acknowledge, and process thoughts and 
feelings in a way that talking with others does 
not. The exercise of writing a letter and imagining 
a response can even help you to find closure 
when death left unfinished business in your 
relationship. 

•	 Remember to take care of yourself -- Eating 
healthy foods, sleeping sufficiently, exercising, 
and getting fresh air are all vital to the healing 
process. Allow other friends and family members 
to help you out with carpools, errands, cooking, 
laundry etc. so you can work through your grief. 

•	 Honor the memory of your friend – One way to 
do this is by incorporating some aspect of their 
life or personality that you admired into your 
own. For example, if they were very patient, try 
to slow down your pace a bit; if they were very 
caring, try to reach out to others more; if they 
were humorous, bring some laughter into your 
life, perhaps by regularly watching one of their 
favorite comedy programs either on your own or 
with friends.

•	 Memorialize your friend or co-worker -- 
Consider contributing to one of their favorite 
charities or volunteering for a cause or 
organization they were passionate about. This 
form of giving to others can also help you to better 
appreciate the intangible gifts your friend or 
colleague shared with you during their lifetime.

•	 Contact me (at sshapiro@bethisrael-om.org) 
or another member of our Shleimut team if you 
would like an opportunity to speak personally 
about your friend or colleague and your grieving 
process. Whether you are mourning the loss of 
a friend, co-worker, or family member, we are 
always here to provide grief support.

*Some of the material for this article was drawn from the 
following sources:

•	 Welkin, Mark, How to Cope with Losing a Close 
Friend, https://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/
advice/how-to-cope-with-losing-a-close-friend/ 

•	 Raypole, Crystal, How to Cope When You Lose 
a Best Friend, https://www.healthline.com/
health/losing-a-best-friend#takeaway 

mailto:sshapiro@bethisrael-om.org
https://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/advice/how-to-cope-with-losing-a-close-friend/
https://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/advice/how-to-cope-with-losing-a-close-friend/
https://www.healthline.com/health/losing-a-best-friend#takeaway
https://www.healthline.com/health/losing-a-best-friend#takeaway
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Please join us
as we honor 

RABBI JAY R. GOLDSTEIN RABBI JAY R. GOLDSTEIN 
upon his retirement after serving  

Beth Israel for 26 years

June 10-11, 2022 June 10-11, 2022 
Friday at 6:30 pm Friday at 6:30 pm 

Saturday at 9:30 amSaturday at 9:30 am 
Continue his legacy by supporting  

the newly established  
Rabbi Jay R. Goldstein Shleimut Fund 

FRIDAY EVENINGFRIDAY EVENING
Over the generations to shul we go!

Musical, Multigenerational  
Kabbalat Shabbat

Happy Hour with Frozen Treats  
at 5:00pm 

Optional bring-your-own dairy dinner

SATURDAY MORNINGSATURDAY MORNING
The celebration continues 

Special service with  
tributes & surprises
Followed by festive  

Kiddush Lunch 

Please visit tinyurl.com/RabbiGoldsteinRetirement  
to RSVP and for information about how your donation will help fund  

Beth Israel’s Shleimut programs and services into the future. 
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Pandemic Silver Linings
Sheri Stern, RN, Congregational Nurse

Please email to connect with 
Sheri Stern, RN.
 
sherinp53@gmail.com

Effective April 12, per the MD State Department of 
Health website, which includes CDC tracking data 
[www.coronavirus.maryland.gov]:

•	 Maryland’s Covid positivity rate is 2.42%

•	 75.9% of Marylanders are fully vaccinated!

•	 71.5% of Baltimore County residents are 
fully vaccinated!

The better numbers mean we can resume freedoms 
we’ve missed for two years, just in time for Pesach. This 
is reminiscent in a much smaller way of our ancestors 
gaining their freedoms after centuries of enslavement 
by the Egyptians. Pesach Seders will happen in 
person, if you choose! Visiting the grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren again, if you haven’t been 
visiting already (We have!). Going to weddings and/or 
finally getting married if you cancelled your original 
ceremony within the last two years because of Covid! 
At least for now there hasn't been a mask mandate 
indoors in Maryland for some time. And so much more!

I’m not making any recommendations for any of you. 
Each of you should consult your healthcare providers 
for guidance, especially if you’re over 65 years old, 
are immunocompromised, are actively receiving 
treatment for cancer, are on steroid medication, and/
or have pre-existing conditions that increase your risk 
for complications.  Seek advice as well on whether the 
second booster shot makes sense for you given your 
age and health condition.

As we have seen, Covid is not gone, though is markedly 
reduced. I’m 68 years old, we have two granddaughters 
we visit routinely – only one of which is old enough to 
have received her 2-vaccinations at the end of 2021, 
and the other has to await vaccination approval for 6 
months – 4 year olds. There remain not only ongoing 
Covid cases, hospitalizations and deaths – though 
again, markedly reduced-- but also people who choose 
to remain unvaccinated or cannot be vaccinated. In 
case your family and friends are making fun of you if 
you still choose to wear your mask – you’re in good 
company with me! Let ‘em laugh. You do YOU!

Wishing you and yours Chag Pesach Kasher v’Semeach. 
Enjoy our many freedoms, remember to thank our 
service members and veterans for protecting them, 
and remember what it felt like when we lost some of 
our freedoms due to Covid (first-world problems!). 
“Never forget” the Ukrainians who have temporarily 
lost their freedoms on a massive scale, the growing 
number of children and adults who have recently lost 
their lives during the genocidal Russian war atrocities, 
and please take some Tikkun Olam ACTION NOW to 
support them. Let us not remain silent, like so many 
did during the Holocaust.  

• www.friendsofjcckrakow.org (100 out of 100 
rating on Charity Navigator; Poland)

• www.Hadassah.org (look for the pop-up to provide 
aid for medical help in Ukraine)

• ADL (www.adl.org) recommends 
donating to these organizations:  
JDC; HIAS;  JFNA; International Rescue 
Committee.

http://www.friendsofjcckrakow.org
http://www.Hadassah.org
http://www.adl.org
https://www.jdc.org/disasters/ukraine-response/
https://www.hias.org/where/ukraine
https://jewishfederations.org/crisis-in-ukraine2022
https://www.rescue.org/article/ukraine-russia-crisis-what-happening
https://www.rescue.org/article/ukraine-russia-crisis-what-happening
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Sisterhood
Suzanne Kiewe, Co-President

As I am writing this it is hard to believe it will be read on 
a sunny day with the first flowers poking up through the 
earth or perhaps a shower cooling down the first days of 
humidity. Today it is cold and blustery. 

Sisterhood events truly make me smile and warm me up 
with joy. We joined together this winter to learn about 
the life of Jews in Calcutta and the incredible inventions 
by women that continue to impact our daily lives. 
We discovered the Jewish roots of chocolate, and the 
whispered stories of life in the White House. We came 
together in prayer and learning for Sisterhood Shabbat 
in the sanctuary and shared many a kiddush treat. As 
we prepare for the Passover holiday and hopefully seder 
meals with friends and family at our tables, we are hopeful 
for our future. The warmer, longer days will encourage us 
to emerge from the comfort of our homes for our closing 
meeting, installation luncheon, and fashion show. We 
congratulate Nancy Rogers, our nominee for this year’s 
Federation of Jewish Women’s award – A Woman Who 
Embraces Change. For many years, Nancy has always 
offered a helping hand and supported us in any way she 
can. We thank our outgoing board for their dedication, 
time, and effort and welcome new leadership and ideas.

2020-2022 Outgoing Executive Board
Co-Presidents: Suzanne Kiewe and Edie Meyers
Vice President: Carole Minor
Vice President: Nancy Rogers
Vice-President: Paula Scurnick
Treasurer: Ellen Naftaniel
Financial Secretary: Marcia Toppall
Recording Secretary: Cindy Bradley
Corresponding Secretary: Tami Fine

We also thank our dedicated committee members:
Judi Cataldo*  Rheta Rosen*
Myra Cohn  Beth Shavitz
Barbara Freilich Miriam Stern
Ellen Jachman  Beverly Stuck  
Sandy Kirsh*  Dannie Weiss 
Diane Lahn  Zelda Zaben 
Gayle Newman      
 

*We also honor the support of our past presidents:
Judi Dickman-Narrow  Shirley Sherr
Diane Friedland  Sondra Sobkov
 Beth Horton    Sheila Stern
Gail Potashnick   Leslie Wasserman
Barbara Rubin

 Luncheon and Spring Fashion Show with Shopping to follow 
Sisterhood 2021-2022 Closing Event

Sunday, May 1, 2022 at 11:00am
 
Fashions by Taylor Marie's! Petite, Missy and Women's Sizes
Cash, Checks and Credit Cards Accepted

$30 Sisterhood Members 
$35 Guests
Register at 
www.bethisrael-om.org/form/sisterhood-spring-luncheon-2022.html
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Membership Survey Update
Jason Delman, Membership Engagement Chair

The Membership Engagement Committee would like to thank all of you who responded to our Membership 
Engagement Survey.  We are thrilled there are so many of you who are actively engaged, want to learn more about 
Beth Israel, and want to get more involved in our community!

Approximately 30% of families responded to the survey. 

Overall Information from the survey:
1. You asked to learn more about 8 of our synagogue programs
 Top 3 programs:
  i. Adult Learning (84 members)
  ii. Shabbat/Weekday Services (83 members)
  iii. Jewish Music/Film and Cultural Programming (80 members)
2. You expressed interest in our volunteering programs
 Top 3 programs:
  i. Sisterhood (30 members)
  ii. Social Action (20 members)
  iii. Office assistance (20 members)
3. E-mail is the best way to keep in touch with you (79 members responded)
4. Facebook is the social media platform of choice (45 members responded)
5.  We also learned some great skills that you have.  We love to hear how talented our members are.
 
If you indicated a willingness to participate in a strategic committee, you can expect the committee chairs to reach 
out to you in the coming weeks.

All Our Best!

Camp Fire Desserts and Beer Pairing
Celebrate Lag B'Omer with Beth Israel on Thursday evening, 
May 19th at 7:30pm.

A common traditon is to celebrate with a bonfire, so we will have fire pits and 
chairs set up on the parking lot and will be joined by congregant and Cicerone 
TJ Casser for your favorite camp fire desserts paired with beers you never 
would have expected. 

$8 a person for just desserts
$10 a person for desserts and beer
This is a 21+ event.

Please register below before May 16th. 
www.bethisrael-om.org/form/Camp-Fire-Desserts-and-Beer-Pairing.html
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Brotherhood
Howard Bernheim, President

I would like to start by thanking Larry Waskow, Jerry Benesch and Barry Goldschmidt for all their hard work in 
preparing for Brotherhood Shabbat. This is never an easy task and tackling it during Covid made it even more difficult. 
Also thank you to Stuart Fine for coordinating the Kiddush with our Sisterhood. And thank you to our Sisterhood for 
preparing the wonderful Kiddush. A final thank you to all of our sponsors for Brotherhood Shabbat.

Many thanks to Barry Goldschmidt for coordinating our March 20 breakfast with Peter Franchot. 
Brotherhood will be hosting our Annual Sports Night. Mike Preston of the Baltimore Sun will be our guest speaker. 
Ballpark fare will be served. Check the weekly D’vrei for more information about this event.
 
Our annual Shred Day will be held on June 26 at 10am.  Suggested minimum donation of $10 per car  is requested. 
Volunteers will be needed so if interested please give me a call. 

Not getting the weekly 
Divrei HaShavua?

Visit www.bethisrael-om.org
and scroll to the bottom of the page. 

Please complete the form to sign up for 
updates.

Beth Israel Congregation of Owings Mills, MD

Beth Israel Community Learning Lab 

@bethisraelom
@bicllom

JOIN US FOR SPORTS NIGHT
April 27th at 6:00pm

Guest Speaker: Mike Preston of The Baltimore Sun

Delicious dinner of ballpark fare. 
Dinner to be served starting at 6:00pm. Program will begin at 

7:00pm.

Free to Brotherhood members and their immediate families. 
$10 charge for Guests

Sign up at 
www.bethisrael-om.org/form/BrotherhoodSportsNight2022.html
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Mazal Tov to congregants celebrating “special” life milestones (birthdays and anniversaries). While every birthday or 
anniversary is a reason to celebrate, if you are having one ending with a five or a zero, we will automatically list your 
name. We apologize if our records are incomplete or in error. If you do not want your name listed, please call us at least 
two months in advance.

Beth Israel Celebrates

Praised are you, Adonai, our God who rules the universe, 
granting us life, sustaining us, and enabling us to reach this 

day.

ברוך אתה ה’ א-  להינו
מלך העולם‚שהחינו וקימנו והגיענו לזמן הזה.

MAY 2022 MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES:                                                                  

APRIL 2022 MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES:                                                                  APRIL 2022 MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS:
Ileen Bard  
Barbara Stadd  
Anatoly Mendelson 
Charles Krengel  
Linda Neuwirth Stern 
Helene Silfen  
Donald Nusinov 

MAY 2022 MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS:
Gary Goldman  
Robert Kershner 
Cheryl Kovens 
Karen Marino 
Marc Hertzberg 
Fred Magaziner  
Lisa D. Lipton  

JUNE 2022 MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS:
Sherri Bloom 
Paula Scurnick  
Kathleen Chase  
Scott Shindell  
Arleen Fleischer  
Joy M. Naden
Valerie Thaler  

Stuart & Sherri Fox

Michael & Barbara Black 
William & Michelle Golberg
Michael & Sheryl Snair 
Chuck & Debbie Frazer 
Lawrence & Ellen L. Macks
Barry & Janis Miller

JUNE 2022 MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES:                                                                  
Seth & Debbie Glassman 
Ira & Rita Meier  
Steven & Andrea Leaf 
Henry & Roslyn Foxman 
David & Tracey Sacks 
Robert & Stacey Mazer 
Robert & Irene Palter 
Josh & Sarah Wilen 
Robert & Estelle Harris 
Larry & Randi Waskow 
David & Lauri Sacks

Lynn Wolf  
Edward Mazor  
Amy Frankle  
Linda Reines  
Suzanne Gordon 
Hedy Rosman 

Barry Margulies  
Michael Cohen  
Tracey Sacks  
Ted Friedland  
Arlene Ellison  
Elaine Minkove  
Phyllis Rubin 

Roz Rus   
Marc Cassel

Thank you to Danny Stern for his many 
years of service to Beth Israel as a lay 
leader, Torah Reader, Gabbai, Minyan 

Leader, committee member and so much 
more.

We'll see you in the pews!
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We are now publishing our “Todah” column monthly 
on the Beth Israel website. Since the Guide is now a 
quarterly publication, this schedule allows for more 
timely sharing of those individuals who have made 
such generous contributions to our congregation.

Please visit
www.bethisrael-om.org/todah-rabbah.html to see 
the complete list.  

The Todah webpage is updated at the beginning of 
each month for the previous 45- to 15-day period. For 
instance, on April 1, 2022, the donations listed online 
were those received from February 15 to March 15.

Todah Rabbah!

To all our friends in the Beth Israel Community,

We have been overwhelmed by the amazing support given to us during the time of Rachel’s 
illness and during the weeks following her passing.

More than 130 people have made contributions to the Rachel V. Glaser Education Fund at 
Beth Israel in her honor and in her memory.  What an incredible tribute.

Formal and informal Jewish education, for children as well as adults, was at the core of Rachel’s 
being.  Passing on the traditions and values of our Jewish heritage motivated her life.  Rachel 
spent most of her professional life at Beth Israel, and we have many close friends who are 
members and who carried her through difficult times and celebrated happy occasions as well.
Personally, Beth Israel has been a second home to us.  Our children had their B’nai Mitzvah 
here, and were married at Beth Israel as well.

Your kindness, thoughtfulness, and support are greatly appreciated.

Rick Glaser, Rivka, Josh, Nadav, Shai, Eitan, Gilad, Eli, Pnina, Zev, Matan, Miriam, Dan, 
Meira, Elana, Aviva, Jason, and Dalia Rachel

Beth Israel Mourns
WE MOURN THE LOSS OF:
Malka Goodman
 Mother of Rebecca Eckard

Irvin Weintraub

Sylvia Solomon
 Mother of Bruce Solomon

Susan Steinman

Walter Frazer
 Father of Chuck Frazer

Rachel Velelli Glaser
  Wife of Richard Glaser

Neil Berlin
 Son-in-Law of Robert Block

May the Lord comfort and sustain you along with all the 
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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Spring 2022 Highlights
 Nissan, Iyyar, Tamuz 5782

APRIL
9 SATURDAY
Bat Mitzvah of Stacy Rosen
 9:30 am Shabbat Morning Services

15 FRIDAY
 8:00 am Morning Minyan, Siyyum  

 Bechorim & Burning Chametz

16 SATURDAY
 9:15 am Shabbat Pesach Morning  

 Services 
 6:00 pm Family Seder led by Cantor  

 Rolnick on Zoom

17 SUNDAY
 9:15 am Pesach II Morning Services

22 FRIDAY
 9:15 am Pesach VII Morning Services
 6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service on  

 Zoom

23 SATURDAY
 9:15 am Pesach VIII Morning Services
 11:00 am Yizkor (approximate time)

27 WEDNESDAY
 6:00 pm Brotherhood Sports Night

28 THURSDAY
Yom HaShoah
  7:00 pm "The Plunder of Art by the  

 Nazis" presented by Dr. Irene B.  
 Romano (Zoom)

MAY
1 SUNDAY
 11:00 am Sisterhood Fashion Show

4 WEDNESDAY
Yom HaZikaron

5 THURSDAY
Yom Ha'Atzmaut

6 FRIDAY
 6:00 pm Shabbat in the Park at   

 Reisterstown Regional Park

7 SATURDAY
Bat Mitzvah of Maia Walder
 9:30 am Shabbat Morning Services

12 THURSDAY
  7:00 pm Jewish Approaches to   

 Caregiving and Careplanning  
 with Rabbi Richard Address

15 SUNDAY
 9:00 am Last Day of BICLL
 11:00 am "Jerusalem: A Tale of Four  

 Cities” with Rabbi Reuven  
 Landman  (Zoom)

19 THURSDAY
 7:00 pm Camp Fire Desserts and Beer  

 Pairing

22 SUNDAY
  10:00 am Kitah Zayin Moving Up  

 Ceremony
 10:00 am Block Party at the Owings  

 Mills JCC - Come visit the Beth  
 Israel Booth!  

JUNE
4 SATURDAY
 7:20 pm Erev Shavuot Dinner and  

 Tikun Leil Shavuot with Dr.  
 Harriet Wimms

5 SUNDAY
 9:15 am Shavuot Day 1 Services

6 MONDAY
 9:15 am Shavuot Day 2 Services
 11:00 am Yizkor (approximate time)

10 FRIDAY
 5:00 pm Happy Hour and Sweet  

 Treats
 6:30 pm Special Kabbalat Shabbat  

 Service 

11 SATURDAY
 9:30 am Special service with
  tributes and surprises in honor  

 of  Rabbi Jay R. Goldstein's  
 retirement

12 SUNDAY 
 10:00 am Annual Meeting

17 FRIDAY
 6:30 pm Shabbat Around the World 

18 SATURDAY
Bat Mitzvah of Carly Bernstein
 9:30 am Shabbat Morning Services  

 with tribute to Cantor Jennifer  
 Rolnick

26 SUNDAY
 10:00 am Brotherhood Shredding

Save the date:
Sunday morning, 

June 12th
Beth Israel Annual 

Meeting
In person and on 

Zoom



3706 Crondall Lane
Owings Mills, MD 21117
Phone: 410-654-0800
Fax: 410-581-0113
www.bethisrael-om.org

Schedule of Shabbat Services

OFFICERS
Scott Gensler .......................................................President
Aliza Rothenberg ................Executive Vice President
Amy Bober-Schenerman ............... Co-Vice President
Jason Taule .................................. ........Co-Vice President
David Hecht.........................................................Treasurer
Jeff Blum ............................................ Financial Secretary
Toni Greenberg ............................Recording Secretary
Melissa Adler ...................... Corresponding Secretary
TJ Casser ......................................Board Representative
Heidi B. Hoffman ............. Immediate Past President

AFFILIATES
Suzanne Kiewe .................... Sisterhood Co-President
Edie Meyers .......................... Sisterhood Co-President
Howard Bernheim ................Brotherhood President
Michelle Bernstein...................................P.A.  President 
Gloria Friedman ............................Hazak Co-President
Harriet Shapiro .............................Hazak Co-President

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
Jay R. Goldstein ..........................................................Rabbi
Jen Rolnick .................................................................Cantor
Rabbi Ariel Platt... .................... .Director of Education 
Valerie Thaler, Ph.D. ...................... Synagogue Director
Becca Rosenfelt .................................Assistant Director
Sarah Eckard ......................................Chaverim Advisor
Jacob Rosenbaum .................................Kadima Advisor
Roger B. Eisenberg .............................Cantor Emeritus 
Rachel V. Glaser zt''l.................Director of Education  
....................................................................................Emeritus
Mayer Zimmerman zt''l....Ritual Director Emeritus

SHLEIMUT TEAM
Sarah Shapiro, Sheri Stern & Harry Baumohl

GABBAIM
Abraham Teitler zt”l, Gabbai Emeritus 
Jerome Frankle zt”l, Gabbai Emeritus

Affiliated with
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

Return
Service 
RequestedProud Member of USCJ

Spring  2022
  Nisan - Tamuz 5782
        ניסן - תמוז תשפ״ב

FRIDAY EVENINGS
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29..........................................................................................6:00pm 
May 6, 13, 20, 27................................................................................................6:00pm
June 3,17, 24........................................................................................................6:00pm
June 10...................................................................................................................6:30pm

SATURDAY MORNINGS
April 2, 9, 30........................................................................................................9:30am
April 16, 23..........................................................................................................9:15am
May 7, 14, 20, 28................................................................................................9:30am
June 4, 11, 18, 25...............................................................................................9:30am

Passover Service Times
Friday, April 15 - 1st Seder
No evening service
Candle lighting   7:26 pm 
Saturday, April 16 – 2nd Seder
Services   9:15 am                                        
No evening service
Sunday, April 17 – 2nd Day
Services   9:15 am                                   
No evening service
Friday, April 22 - 7th Day
Services    9:15 am 
Kabbalat Shabbat  6:00 pm 
Saturday, April 23 - 8th Day
Services    9:15 am
Yizkor    11:00 am approx.
Pesach ends at 8:15pm

www.bethisrael-om.org

