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     חשנן-שבט תשפ״ג

An abridged 
version of Scott 
Gensler’s Kol 
Nidre speech.

About 21 years 
ago, Diane and 
I started our 
Beth Israel 
journey. We 

participated in Project Chuppah, 
which was required in order to be 
married at Beth Israel. Fortunately, 
the Rabbi gave us the green light 
and approved our union, so we 
stood under the chuppah in this 
very sanctuary.  Because we 
were married at Beth Israel, we 
received a complimentary one-year 
membership.  

Diane and I did not know many 
people in the congregation, but we 
came for the High Holy Days and 
continued to be members after 
our complimentary membership 
expired.   We were young with no 
children.  Our relationship with Beth 
Israel was purely transactional in 
nature; we paid our membership 

dues and made a contribution to the 
annual appeal.

Over the years, we started to get 
to know the people who sat in the 
same row as us during the High 
Holy Days and would look forward 
to seeing them the next year.  We got 
correspondence from the synagogue, 
but did not really pay attention to the 
materials.   On occasion, we would 
come to Shabbat services, but we 
would sit by ourselves.  We were okay 
with that. We had our careers, family, 
and friends outside of synagogue. 
We both came from families that 
valued synagogue membership 
and attendance, so we came and 
worshipped and went home. 

It was not until we had children 
and made a circle of friends in the 
preschool and religious school that 
we started to feel like our relationship 
with Beth Israel had changed.  We 
both became more involved - Diane 
in the Parents Association, and I in 
Sulam, the workshop for Emerging 
Leaders.

After I finished Sulam, the president 
at the time, Harry Baumohl, and vice 
president, Randi Buergenthal, asked 
if I would become a member of the 
Board of Trustees.  I remember 
saying that I would be interested 
in anything but fundraising.  They 
said the only slot available was 
fundraising chair.  Before I knew it, 
I was the fundraising chair.  Even 
though it was not my preference, it 
was a good opportunity to share a 
fresh perspective.  For example, I felt 
that giving was personal.  It was my 
understanding that the highest form 
of tzedakah is anonymous giving.  
Collecting donation cards on Yom 
Kippur from each row, with everyone 
watching to see who was giving, was 
far from anonymous and turned a 
mitzvah into a negative experience 
for me.  

A couple years later, the nominating 
committee asked me to join the 
executive committee.  I said I would 
join, but I made it clear that I would 
never be president.  Over time, it 
became clear that I needed to step up 
and be willing to lead the synagogue.   

Continued on page 2

The President’s Address
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President's Update
Scott Gensler, President

Continued from cover 

I realize now that my connection with Beth Israel is no 
longer transactional, but emotional and relational. I am 
invested. I have a passion for this congregation and I 
want to see it be successful.

About two years ago the congregation started a journey 
together as we worked on our strategic plan led by Aliza 
Rothenberg.  We updated our mission statement:

Beth Israel is an inclusive, warm, and vibrant 
mid-sized Conservative congregation that builds 
community through ritual observance, lifelong 
learning, and acts of lovingkindness by balancing 
Jewish traditions with modern innovations.

I am often asked by members, “How is Beth Israel 
doing?”  I think what is really being asked is how we are 
financially.  Or perhaps the status of our clergy and staff.

As many have said, it is more challenging to run a 
synagogue since the pandemic.  However, these day-to-
day challenges do not really tell the story about how 
Beth Israel is doing.  We should judge our success by how 
closely we adhere to our mission.

Are we inclusive and warm?  Some would say yes, but I 
am concerned that others would say no.  I am concerned 
that visitors and new members may sit alone as Diane 
and I did in the beginning. I’m concerned that we may 
inadvertently alienate those who may be different from 
us. According to the National Human Genome Research 
Institute, two humans share 99.9% of the same DNA, 
but we sometimes focus on the 0.1%.  We focus on the 
differences instead of realizing that we are significantly 
more alike.

Every member and visitor should feel welcome and 
appreciated. And everyone should feel as our most 
dedicated members do—that each of us is instrumental to 
the success of our synagogue. Each of us can participate, 
volunteer, and use our talents to contribute to our 
vibrancy.

Now I am asking for your help.  No, I’m not asking for 
money, although we appreciate the gifts and encourage 
them to continue.  I am asking you to help us create a 
warm and inclusive community.  If you see someone 
you haven’t seen in a while or someone you don’t know, 
tell them we are glad they have joined us.  Anyone who 
has been in services recently will know we have included 

a break  as an opportunity to say hello and welcome new 
people. Our new name tags make it easier to say hello.  
Please invite someone you don’t know to sit with you at 
Kiddush.  

Are we a mid-sized Conservative congregation?  By 
definition, yes. Some members are concerned about the 
size of our membership.  Do we want to grow? Of course! 
Do we want to be large?  Actually, we don’t.  One thing that 
makes our congregation special is our size.  There is no 
need to apologize for our size; be proud of it.  Belonging 
to a mid-sized congregation has unique benefits: it’s 
easy to get involved; you are not competing to serve 
on a committee that is your passion; the sanctuary is 
not overwhelming, and it is easier to develop a close 
relationship with clergy and staff. If we share these 
attributes with friends, others will want to join us and be 
part of our special community.

Do we provide ritual observance, lifelong learning, and 
acts of loving kindness?  Here we can all say yes.  Our 
clergy and ritual committee provide comprehensive 
ritual experiences. We have a very strong lifelong 
learning committee that creates a wide range of 
programming.  This year we named our Film Festival in 
memory of Rachel Glaser, z’l.  We have reinvested in our 
Community Learning Lab, lowering tuition to encourage 
more widespread participation.  Our new social action 
committee and our Shleimut programs support our 
community with acts of loving kindness. Our members 
are here for each other in times of joy and sorrow.  

Are we balancing Jewish traditions with modern 
innovations?  The last two and a half years have 
been a prime example of how we have integrated 
modern innovations, such as the use of Zoom, into our 
programming.  We have chosen to hold virtual weekday 
minyans because it is more convenient for many of our 
members.  We are happy to see members in-person and 
virtually.

Overall, I’d say we are doing well.  We are not perfect, but 
the good news is that all of us can help our congregation 
improve.  Each one of us has a significant impact our 
congregation’s future and success.

Some think it is the job of our professional staff and 
clergy to make people feel welcome. But that job belongs 
to all of us. 

May the new year bring you good health and happiness.
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Notes From the Cantor
Cantor Benjamin Matis

Join us on Monday evening, November 21st for a drop-in dinner and casserole making.  

All casseroles will be frozen and donated to the Jewish Volunteer Connection (JVC) Casserole challenge.

6:00-8:00pm. (Dinner starting at 6:00, casserole making 
starting at 6:30)
Open to participants of all ages. 
 
Dinner must be ordered in advance!
$3 for a slice of Tov Pizza
Register at bethisrael-om.org/form/Casserole-Making.html

What is the JVC Casserole Challenge?
In the spirit of Thanksgiving, JVC invites area participants to 
bake casseroles which  help feed thousands of children 
and adults in Baltimore who are experiencing food insecurity. 
The goal is to donate 700 homemade casseroles to 
local nonprofits who feed those in need. 
This year, the Casserole drop-off date is November 29.

Drop in and Do a Mitzvah!

My Dear Beth Israel Family,

My family and I are so touched by the outpouring of love and support we have received from our Beth Israel family 
after the death of my father of blessed memory. We received many notes of condolence and many of our members 
came to visit me while I sat shiva or had visitation at my home. A special thank you goes to Toni Greenberg who 
helped set up everything at our house for shiva, and extra special thank yous to those of you who were so kind as to 
help set up our sukkah, as well as Rabbi Ezring and the Board of Trustees for bringing us food and more baked goods 
than we could eat (although we certainly tried.)

I am also greatly appreciative of the many donations made in my father’s memory to so many excellent causes here 
at Beth Israel as well. I know he would be honored to be remembered in such a way.

Stefanie and I, as well as our kids, are really happy to be here at Beth Israel and in Baltimore. You have made us feel 
at home at Beth Israel and a part of the greater Beth Israel family, and we are truly humbled at the outpouring of 
support we have gotten.

Yours,
 
Cantor Benjamin Matis
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Rabbi Search Update

The Rabbi Search Committee is continuing the search! 
We have updated and submitted our application to 
the Rabbinical Assembly, and it has been received. We 
await responses from potential candidates and plan to 
schedule interviews. We look forward to candidate visits 
and will invite congregational feedback.

You, as members of our congregation, are an important 
part of the process. Please stay tuned, and feel free to 
email us any time.

For additional info, updates and Rabbi 
Search FAQ, please see the Rabbi Search 

tab of the BIOM website. 
bethisrael-om.org/rabbi-search.html

Questions or comments? Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to the chairs of our 

Steering Committee, Heidi B. Hoffman 
and David Braitman, 

at BethIsraelRabbiSearch@gmail.com

Brotherhood Breakfast Brotherhood Breakfast 
with Barry Margulieswith Barry Margulies

Join us Sunday morning, December 
11th to hear all about Barry's time on 

Jeopardy.
9:30am

Free for Brotherhood Members
$5 for Guests

RSVP at 
tinyurl.com/BrotherhoodBreakfastDec22
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Shleimut

Please call or email (preferred) to 
connect with Sarah Shapiro.
410-654-0800 ex. 263  
SShapiro@bethisrael-om.org 

Sarah Shapiro, LCSW-C

This has been a year of change here 
at Beth Israel.  Our long-time Rabbi 
retired, our Cantor moved away, 

and our Director of Education and Engagement took 
a position with the JCC. As a result, we have welcomed 
Transitional Rabbi Murray Ezring and Cantor Benjamin 
Matis to our community and Rick Rosen to the position 
of Director of the Beth Israel Community Learning Lab 
(BICLL). And Becca Rosenfelt has been promoted to 
Assistant Director of Beth Israel.

Similarly, back in 2015, we experienced a lot of change as 
Rachel Glaser retired and our Religious School became 
BICLL under the direction of Rabbi Rachel Blatt, Andy 
Katz took David Rothenberg’s place as our Executive 
Director, Temple Emanuel moved into our building and 
we began to have some collaborative programming. 
Though it didn’t seem so at the moment, in retrospect, 
we can readily see that change is constant and those who 
can adapt more readily to change are more resilient. At 
that time, I wrote a Guide article highlighting some tips 
for managing change and it seems appropriate now to 
share that information again.

First, it is helpful to remember that change is not unique 
to Beth Israel.  While as a community we are currently 
experiencing a lot of change in a short period of time, 
most of us confront change on a regular basis throughout 
our lives: we enter or end a committed relationship, 
welcome a new baby, move to a new home, change 
schools or jobs, say goodbye as an adult child moves 
out of the house, or experience the loss of a loved one. 
In each case, change asks us to accept that one phase is 
ending and new opportunities are emerging, tasks that 
can be stressful, even if the change is one we are seeking.
One of the reasons change can be difficult to manage is 
that it raises within us a fear of the unknown as we are 
led into unknown territory where we no longer know 
the rules of the game or even what to expect. A good 
strategy for managing change is to learn as much as 
possible about your new situation, e.g., attend a prenatal 
class, visit your new school to learn the layout and the 
curriculum, review your new job description and discuss 
it with your boss, talk to others who have recently lost a 
loved one and find out what techniques they used to help 
them cope with their grief. Similarly, if you are feeling 

anxious about all of the changes afoot here at Beth Israel, 
take some time to better acquaint yourself with our new 
clergy, staff, and programming and take advantage of this 
year’s opportunities to engage in the search process for 
our permanent Rabbi.

Another strategy for adapting to change is to recognize 
and maintain all that is not changing in your life. If certain 
routines provide you with comfort, continue them or 
adapt them to incorporate what is new.   At synagogue, 
maintain or even strengthen your ties to your fellow Beth 
Israel congregants and veteran staff, while remaining 
open to new friends and experiences. In your personal 
life, if your son has always celebrated the holidays with 
you, invite his new wife and her family to join you and 
share your special traditions. To help adjust to change in 
general, eat familiar foods, watch your favorite TV shows, 
and maintain your exercise regimen, even if it is in a new 
location.  

You can also calm your fears and ease your adjustment 
to change by recalling your past successes in managing 
transitions. What did you do then that made change 
easier? Who was it helpful to be around and who and 
what was it best to avoid during that time? It can also 
be helpful to engage in some positive self-talk, reminding 
yourself that “You can do this. You’ve done it before.”

Finally, remember to seek support as you make your 
way through transitional times. It’s fine to call your old 
colleagues or neighbors regularly for a few months until 
you get used to your new ones, and even then, staying 
in touch is helpful. Learn from others who have recently 
been through similar change experiences.  Lean on family 
for moral support.

The good news is that change brings not only challenges, 
but also opportunities.  While it can be scary and 
uncomfortable at first, it can also lead to new growth 
and wonderful new experiences.  If you are dealing with 
a change in your life and would like some ideas on how to 
adapt, please feel free to contact me by phone (410-654-
0800, ext. 263) or email 
(sshapiro@bethisrael-om.org) and we can arrange a 
time to speak and/or meet in person at Beth Israel. 

mailto:sshapiro@bethisrael-om.org
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A Different Kind of Dialogue
David Madoff 

The Beth Israel Lifelong Learning Committee is delighted to present an important, thought-provoking program on 
December 4, at 11 am via Zoom entitled: A Different Kind of Dialogue: A talk between Israeli Jew, Rami Elhanan and 
Palestinian, Bassam Aramin.

Join bereaved fathers Rami Elhanan and Bassam Aramin as they share their stories of loss and their unique choice of 
reconciliation amidst the Arab-Israeli conflict.  Participate in a discussion on the human side of the conflict and why 
relationship building, mutual understanding of the “other side”, and a framework for reconciliation are necessary for 
any sustainable peace agreement.  Rami and Bassam are former co-Directors of The Parents Circle Families Forum, a 
joint Israeli-Palestinian organization made up of more than 600 bereaved families. 

We look forward to seeing you on Zoom at this program.  To register for this program please visit 
www.bethisrael-om.org/form/A-Different-Kind-of-Dialogue.html. Registration is required to participate in this 
program.  You can also find the form on our website by clicking on the name of the program in the Beth Israel Calendar.

Jewish Short Stories with Gail Lipsitz

Tuesdays, Dec. 13, Jan. 17, and Feb. 14.  
7:00-8:15 pm on Zoom

To sign up visit: 
www.bethisrael-om.org/form/Jewish-Short-Stories.html

In Memory of Rachel V. Glaser, z"l 
Join us for lively discussions of short fiction by outstanding contemporary authors. Each session will 
focus on a different author: Tova Mirvis, Etgar Keret, and Michael Oren.  
Copies of the stories will be distributed several weeks before each session so that participants can 
read them in advance. Short stories will be available as PDFs or hard copy upon request.

"Potatoes" by Tova Mirvis: The 
acclaimed American writer of short 
stories and novels tells a touching 
immigrant story of a young woman 
from Belarus struggling to learn 
English and adapt to her new life in 
America, and how she finally finds 
her voice.

"Goodeed" and "Pride and Joy" 
by Etgar Keret, bestselling Israeli 
filmmaker and author known for his 
extremely short stories that pack a 
punch, often with humor.  The first 
story explores the motives of people 
who start competing to do good 
deeds, and their consequences. The 
second plays out what can happen 
when parents invest everything in 
their only child. 

"The Secret of 16/B" by Michael 
Oren, the American born Israeli 
statesman who you probably 
never knew also writes fiction.  In 
this fascinating story, an Israeli 
archaeologist makes a startling 
discovery and faces an ethical 
dilemma.
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Celebrate the 4th Night of Chanukah 
with Beth Israel

We invite you and your entire family to celebrate 
Chanukah with us!

A delicious dinner, followed by candle lighting, 
menorah building for the kids 

and Bingo for everyone!

Please bring canned food to be donated.
 

Wednesday Evening, December 21st

Stay tuned for more details coming soon!

Sponsored by The Sabina & Walter Dorn Endowment Fund.

Rachel V. Glaser 
Jewish Film Festival

In-person movies are back!
Save the dates, Saturday 
evenings, January 7 and 21 
and February 4.

Details and titles to come 
as we get closer.
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Sisterhood
Judi Dickman-Narrow, Co-President

ATTENTION  
MAH JONGG 
PLAYERS!

Questions: judicat@verizon.net or 410-602-1132

Thank you for supporting  
Beth Israel Sisterhood.

Order Your 2023  
Mah Jongg Cards Now!

Help raise money for Sisterhood while 
enjoying the game. 

Ask your friends and neighbors!

Standard cards: $14  | Large print cards: $15.  
Your cards will arrive in April.

Of the $5 increase, $3 goes to Sisterhood, and $2 
goes to Mahj League.

Checks payable to Beth Israel Sisterhood.

Please send in your orders by January 20, 2023 to:
Judi Cataldo, 2800 Stone Cliff Drive. #108,  

Baltimore, MD 21209.

Who is Sisterhood?  
We are daughters, sisters, grandmothers/Bubbies/
Nanas, mothers, wives, partners, caregivers, sisters-in-
law, daughters-in-law, widows, friends, professionals, 
and mentors, among other titles.  
 
We are Sisterhood.  We are you.  We need you.  We are 
always looking for new Sisterhood members.  Share 
our information with your friends.  We are also looking 
for board members.  Share the cameraderie and have 
a good time supporting Beth Israel.  Contact Suzanne 
Kiewe (suzkiewe@gmail.com) or Judi Dickman-Narrow 
(yenta_18@yahoo.com) to join the fun.  

This year, Sisterhood is looking forward to having many 
joint programs with Brotherhood and the Congregation.  
We have already enjoyed a fantastic joint Sisterhood/
Brotherhood/Congregation Barbecue and a book review 

by Harriet Goodman Grayson detailing the relationship 
between her grandfather and bootlegger, Dutch 
Shultz. We've celebrated our "artsy side" while making 
incredible Sukkot Mosaics with Valerie Thaler.  There 
are more fun times to follow.

Sisterhood has returned to providing  kiddushim on 
Shabbat, but we need everyone’s assistance. Celebrate a 
simcha or honor someone with a donation to the Kiddush 
Fund. Details can be found in the Divrei HaShavuah.
     
SAVE THE DATES
We hope to see you at the following programs that are 
informative, interesting, and lots of fun.  Updates and 
additional information about upcoming programs can be 
found in the Beth Israel Divrei HaShavuah - News of the 
Week.

*  On November 9, CPR/First Aid/Choking training will 
be provided by Beth Phillipson, formerly the nurse for 
our Shleimut Program.  This is especially important to 
parents, grandparents and caregivers.  We will also hear 
a brief presentation from Aortic Hope. 

*  Don’t forget to RSVP to the joint Sisterhood/
Brotherhood/Congregational Shabbat Dinner on 
November 11.

*  December 21 will feature a joint Sisterhood/
Brotherhood/Congregational Bingo and Chanukah 
celebration.  Many activities will be planned.

*  Watch for information about our special Torah Fund 
meeting in January 2023. 

*  TUESDAY, February 7 (note the date change).  For the 
first time, we will participate in a special meeting which 
will include  Sisterhoods from all over the nation on 
Zoom!!  The meeting will feature comedian, Seth Front, 
who will present his take on the “Jewish Zodiac”.

Last, but not least, we welcome Rabbi Murray Ezring and 
Cantor Benjamin Matis and their families as members of 
our Beth Israel family.  We’ve already shared joy, laughter 
and tears and look forward to a wonderful relationship.

mailto:suzkiewe@gmail.com
mailto:yenta_18@yahoo.com


Winter 2022-2023Beth Israel Guide 10

Join Your Beth Israel Friends:

New Year’s Eve Concert: Beethoven x Beyoncé 

Beethoven x Beyoncé is a fantastical trip through an imaginary music festival 
curated by these two artists. This journey from the 18th century late-Baroque 
period through to the present day combines the greatest composers of all-time 
with the best popular artists of today. Lady Gaga sings with Brahms; Bruno Mars 
improvises with Bach; Wagner conducts while Adele sings; Muse, Shostakovich 
and Chance the Rapper talk politics; Stravinsky, Daft Punk and Kanye West push 
the boundaries; John Mayer fanboys over Mahler; and Beethoven and Beyoncé 
bring it home with help from Mumford and Sons. Three vocal soloists join the full 
orchestra in this transcendent program.

Saturday, December 31
8:00pm show followed by optional After Party
Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall 

Ticket Options:
 Rear Box F & G Left Side $60
Grand Tier Left $40
includes light snack & champagne toast

Following the concert, join your Beth Israel friends in a private space for snacks 
and champagne toast at midnight. Additional light fare and beverages will also 
be available for purchase in the BSO lobby.

Carpooling options and parking details on registration page

Tickets must be purchased by Monday, November 28.
www.bethisrael-om.org/form/BSO.html
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As the calendar year comes to a close, we would like 
to bring to your attention opportunities to lower your 
income taxes, while providing meaningful support for 
Beth Israel.
Your charitable gifts make an important difference in 
what we are able to accomplish. No matter what your 
income level, if you itemize, you can usually lower your 
income taxes through charitable giving, making use of 
the income tax charitable deduction. The amount of 
savings will depend on your tax bracket. 
Cash: Make more charitable gifts in those years when 
you have the most income. You may wish to accelerate 
future charitable gifts into 2023. Many congregants 
will choose to pay their 2023 dues in 2022.
In fact, you can lower your taxes by making a voluntary 
contribution of any amount.  Simply write a check 
to Beth Israel Congregation by December 31. Some 
employers have matching programs. Send the form to 
us along with your gift. Cash gifts are fully deductible, 
up to 50% of your adjusted gross income. Any excess 
can usually be carried forward.
Stock: If you own appreciated stock, it is usually best 
to donate the stock rather than the cash. By donating 
the appreciated stock you avoid the capital gains tax 
on the increase in value of the stock. Also, you receive 
a charitable deduction for the full fair market value of 
the stock at the time of the gift. Make sure you have 
owned the stock for at least one year. Beth Israel has 

a congregant who is a broker who will handle the 
transaction for you. Call the office for more information.
Gifts of stock are fully deductible, up to 30% of your 
adjusted gross income. Any excess can usually be 
carried forward.
Real Estate: A residence, vacation home, farm, 
acreage, or vacant lot may have appreciated in 
value over the years such that its sale would incur a 
substantial capital gains tax. By making a year-end gift 
of the property instead, you would avoid the tax and 
also receive a charitable donation for the full market 
value of the property.
Life Income Gifts: You could transfer dividend paying 
stocks to us and establish a “charitable remainder 
trust” that would continue to provide you or a loved 
one an income for life, after which the assets would 
be distributed outright to Beth Israel. Through this 
type of arrangement, you would be increasing your 
income and making a tax-deductible contribution to 
the synagogue at the same time.
We are always grateful for your interest and support 
- at any time of the year. Before considering any 
transaction, consult with your tax advisor to determine 
how the transaction will impact your tax planning.
If you have any questions or would like to discuss any 
one of these options, please call 410-654-0800 or email 
bethisrael@bethisrael-om.org.

Year-End Tax Planning Can Help You and Beth Israel

Guidelines for Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD) to  
Beth Israel Congregation
TIPS FOR OUR CONGREGANTS 70+
• A QCD is generally a nontaxable distribution made from an IRA account to an organization described in 

Internal Revenue Code 170 (b) (1) (a) that you would have otherwise been able to take a tax deduction for 
making the contribution.

• The IRA owner must be exactly 70 ½ or older at the time of the distribution, including Inherited IRAs.
• The QCD can satisfy all or part of the required minimum distribution (RMD) from the IRA account (up to 

$100,000 per year may be excluded from income).
• The QCD will not be subject to Federal Income Tax.
• A QCD will be made payable to the charitable organization and mailed to the IRA owner’s address.

Adapted from Janney.com IRA/Small Plans Fact Sheet, QCD
Please contact your financial advisor for guidance pertinent to your own circumstances.
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Beth Israel Mourns
WE MOURN THE LOSS OF:
Jacqueline Margolies
 Mother of Marilynn Cohen

Norman Hanenbaum
 Brother of Zelda Zaben

Bryan Foreman
 Wife of Jackie Foreman & Father of Aaron “Jake”  
 Foreman & Leigh Foreman

Philip Schindler
 Father of Randi Buergenthal

Gerald Matis
 Father of Cantor Benjamin Matis

Allen Pogach
 Father of Lisa Cleveland

June Sacks
 Mother of David Sacks

Allen Sherer
 Cousin of Tracey Sacks & Nephew of Pauline   
 Dahne

May the Lord comfort and sustain you along with all the 
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

We are now publishing our “Todah” column monthly 
on the Beth Israel website. Since the Guide is now a 
quarterly publication, this schedule allows for more 
timely sharing of those individuals who have made such 
generous contributions to our congregation.

Please visit
www.bethisrael-om.org/todah-rabbah.html to see the 
complete list.  

The Todah webpage is updated at the beginning of each 
month for the previous 45- to 15-day period. For instance, 
on April 1, 2022, the donations listed online were those 
received from February 15 to March 15.

Todah Rabbah!

Mazal Tov to congregants celebrating “special” life 
milestones (birthdays and anniversaries). While every 
birthday or anniversary is a reason to celebrate, if 
you are having one ending with a five or a zero, we 
will automatically list your name. We apologize if our 
records are incomplete or in error. If you do not want 
your name listed, please call us at least two months in 
advance.

Beth Israel Celebrates

Praised are you, Adonai, our God who rules the universe, 
granting us life, sustaining us, and enabling us to reach this 

day.

ברוך אתה ה’ א-  להינו
מלך העולם‚שהחינו וקימנו והגיענו לזמן הזה.

DECEMBER 2022 MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES:                                                                  

NOVEMBER 2022 MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES:                                                                  

NOVEMBER 2022 MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS:
Ira Weinstein 
Buff Ann Kahn  
Susan Klein  
Howard Gordon  
Gayle Welsh  
Neal Charkatz 
Allen Cohen  
David Braitman 

Mark & Marilynn Cohen  
Richard & Joy M. Naden 
Steven & Paula Scurnick  
William & Diana Soucy 

Michael & Ina Quartner  
Joseph & Rebecca Roberts 

DECEMBER  2022 MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS:
Paul Weiss  
Richard Naden  
Lisa Cleveland 
Brian Shavitz  
Carl Baylin  
Judy Richter  
Michele  Sussman 
 

Stacey Berner  
David Snyder  
Ellen Jachman

Diane Miller  
Faith Shipley  
Lawrence Beker 
Jeffrey Glaser  
Mark Cohen  
Phil Rogofsky 
Myra Cohn

JANUARY  2023 MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS:
Bella Luft  
Marc Sussman 
Rachel Raphael  
Sandra Neuhauser 
Scott Paley  
Steven Leaf
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Winter 2022-2023 Highlights
Cheshvan - Shevat 5783

NOVEMBER
1 TUESDAY
 7:00pm From Convicts to   

 Congregations: The History  
 of Jews in Baltimore 

  (recording will be available)

5 SATURDAY
 9:30am Bat Mitzvah – Samantha  

 Bramer

6 SUNDAY
 1:00pm Lerner and Loewe: 
  The Words and the Music

9 WEDNESDAY
 7:00pm Sisterhood General   

 Meeting CPR Training

11 FRIDAY
 6:00pm Hybrid Kabbalat Shabbat  

 Service
 7:00pm Congregational Shabbat  

 Dinner sponsored by   
 Sisterhood and Brotherhood 

13 SUNDAY
 10:00am Clean up at Irvine Nature 

Center

19 SATURDAY 
 10:00am BICLL Shabbat School

20 SUNDAY
 BICLL Closed

21 MONDAY
 6:00pm Drop in and do a Mitzvah!  

 Casserole Making

27 SUNDAY
 BICLL Closed

DECEMBER
4 SUNDAY
 11:00am A Different Kind of 

Dialogue

11 SUNDAY
 9:30am Brotherhood Breakfast
 10:00am B’nai Mitzvah Meeting 

13 TUESDAY
 7:00pm Jewish Short Stories with  

 Gail Lipsitz

21 WEDNESDAY
 5:30pm Congregational Chanukah  

 Celebration

JANUARY
7 SATURDAY
 7:00pm Rachel V. Glaser Memorial  

 Winter Film Festival 

11 WEDNESDAY
 7:00pm Sisterhood General 

Meeting

15 SUNDAY
 BICLL Closed
 9:30am Brotherhood Breakfast

17 TUESDAY
 7:00pm Jewish Short Stories with  

 Gail Lipsitz

21 SATURDAY
 7:00pm Rachel V. Glaser Memorial  

 Winter Film Festival

28 SATURDAY
  Claire Sodden Memorial Weekend
 10:00am BICLL Shabbat School

Book Club

Please contact Ellen Naftaniel if you are interested in joining. 

ellenn894@gmail.com | 410-458-9364

tinyurl.com/BIBookClub2223

DECEMBER 5TH | 7:00 PM
The Nature of Fragile Things

by Susan Meissner

JANUARY 2ND | 7:00 PM
The Violin Conspiracy
by Brandon Slocumb



3706 Crondall Lane
Owings Mills, MD 21117
Phone: 410-654-0800
Fax: 410-581-0113
www.bethisrael-om.org

Schedule of Shabbat Services

OFFICERS
Scott Gensler .......................................................President
Aliza Rothenberg ................Executive Vice President
Amy Bober-Schenerman ............... Co-Vice President
Jason Taule .................................. ........Co-Vice President
David Hecht.........................................................Treasurer
Jeff Blum ............................................ Financial Secretary
Toni Greenberg ............................Recording Secretary
Melissa Adler ...................... Corresponding Secretary
TJ Casser ......................................Board Representative
Heidi B. Hoffman ............. Immediate Past President

AFFILIATES
Judi Dickman-Narrow ...... Sisterhood Co-President 
Suzanne Kiewe .................... Sisterhood Co-President
Stuart Fine ......................... Brotherhood Co-President
Barry Goldschmidt ........ Brotherhood Co-President 
Gloria Friedman ............................Hazak Co-President
Harriet Shapiro .............................Hazak Co-President

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
Murray Ezring .............................................................Rabbi
Benjamin Matis ........................................................Cantor
Valerie Thaler, Ph.D. ...................... Synagogue Director
Becca Rosenfelt .................................Assistant Director
Rick Rosen... ........................................ .Director of BICLL
Sarah Eckard ......................................Chaverim Advisor
Jacob Rosenbaum .................................Kadima Advisor
Jay R. Goldstein ......................................Rabbi Emeritus
Roger B. Eisenberg .............................Cantor Emeritus 
Rachel V. Glaser zt''l.................Director of Education  
....................................................................................Emeritus
Mayer Zimmerman zt''l....Ritual Director Emeritus

SHLEIMUT TEAM
Sarah Shapiro, Sheri Stern & Harry Baumohl

GABBAIM
Abraham Teitler zt”l, Gabbai Emeritus 
Jerome Frankle zt”l, Gabbai Emeritus

Affiliated with
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

Return
Service 
RequestedProud Member of USCJ

Winter  2022-2023
  Cheshvan - Shevat 5783

חשנן-שבט תשפ״ג

FRIDAY EVENINGS
November 4, 11, 18, 25..................................................................................6:00pm 
December 2, 9, 16, 23,30...............................................................................6:00pm
January 6, 13, 20, 27........................................................................................6:00pm

SATURDAY MORNINGS
November 5, 12, 19, 26..................................................................................9:30am
December 3, 10, 17, 31..................................................................................9:30am
December 24......................................................................................................9:15am
January 7, 14, 21, 28........................................................................................9:30am

November 5, 2022

SAMANTHA NICOLE
daughter of 

Rebecca and Daniel 
Bramer

Mazal Tov to our November 
Bat Mitzvah!

ברוכים הבאים בשם ה'

Stephanie Hack

Faith and Daniel Shipley
Ezekiel, Wrenna, Isaac, Isabella, Joanna

Wendy and Marc Wolff

www.bethisrael-om.org

