MIZRACHI MATTERS
PARSHAT NITZAVIM-VAYEILECH
Friday, 11 September (22 Elul)
Shabbat Candle Lighting: 5:49pm

This week’s newsletter is generously sponsored by Alan Shnider on the occasion of
the wedding in Israel next week of his daughter Natalie Chana to William Cubbison (Will)
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Molad for
Tishrei
2:38pm and 17
Chalakim
Selichot
8:00am
Selichot
9:45pm

Eva Seidner
(Father)

Rabbi Hillel Bick
(Mother)

Via Zoom

SHIURIM
Via Zoom

MISHNAH
YOMIT

Kew Shiur
Kli Yakar on Lunch and Learn
Sefer Shmuel
the Parsha
R’ Danny Mirvis
6:00pm
for women
1:00pm
Rav Kook's "The R’ Danny Mirvis Gemara B’Iyun
9:30am
Generation"
Shiur
Shiur
R' Nachman's
R’ Yehoshua
R’ Yehoshua
Tales
Asulin
Asulin
R’ Yehoshua
7:30pm
8:30 – 9:15pm
Asulin
“R' Asher Weiss
7:30 - 8:00pm
Shiur”
“(Trying to)
for students with
Truly
Tzurba
Understand Communal Shiur R’ Yehoshua
Asulin
Rashi” shiur for R’ Yehoshua
8:30pm
students &
Asulin
young adults
8:30pm
Parsha
R’ James
Ladies Tanach HaShavua Shiur
Kennard
with
Shiur
8:30pm
Michal Kaufman R’ Leor Broh
8:30pm
Tishrei Tzurba
9:00pm
with R’
Yehoshua Asulin
“Hilchot Shofar”
8:30pm

“Following in the Chaburah with
Footsteps of our
Dr. Michal
Fathers”
Kaufman
11:00am
7:30pm
Mrs. Miriam
Althaus
Gary’s Gemara
Shiur
8:30pm
**SPECIAL
SHIUR**
R’ Danny Mirvis
& Ben-Yishai
Hoter (The
Singing Mohel)
explore Mizmor
27 through
study & song.
8:00pm
Parasha Shiur
(Ivrit Kala)
R’ Yehoshua
Asulin
8:45pm

EVENTS
Selichot via Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/J/856498256
01

YAHRZEITS

Harry Mainzer
(Sister)

Selichot
11:50pm

Sara Jotkowitz
(Father)

Selichot
9:45pm

Selichot
8:00am
Selichot
9:45pm

Mizrachi Matters can now be found on the Mizrachi website at http://mizrachi.com.au/mizrachi-matters/
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MizrachiMelb

Selichot
7:45am

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to:
Kara & Yonatan Tolub

on the birth of their daughter, Nessa Meital.
Mazal tov to her grandparents: Rolene & Danny Lamm and
Deborah & Daniel Tolub
Mazal tov to her great grandparents: Annette Wolk (Johannesburg) and
Ruth and Aaron Cohen (Ra’anana)

Natalie Chana Shnider & William (Will) Cubbison

on the occasion of their wedding.
Mazal tov to their parents: Alan Shnider, Helen Shnider and Pam & Jim Rebock
Mazal tov to their grandparents: Millie Shnider, Rae & Mack Snider and Bill Pollack

BAR / BAT MITZVAH ANNIVERSARIES:

Ari Barr, Daniel Mainzer, Aron Rubin, David Fisher, Raoul Heinrichs,
Joshua Isman, Moshe Tawil, Paul Korbl, Ronnie Figdor,
Sahar Gutman, Izak Bierenkrant, Aron Rubin

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:

Saturday: Moishe Tawil (HBD)
Sunday: Rabbi Mordechai Gutnick
Monday: David Parasol, Ezra Joel, Paul Korbl, Adina Bankier-Karp (HBD)
Tuesday: Joel Fixler, Lynda Pilalis, Yonatan Tolub
Wednesday: Perry Arber
Thursday: Yaniv Cohen
Friday: Benji Levy, Eitan Cher, Erica Paneth (HBD)

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES:
Wednesday: Ricki & Harry Mainzer

If you have an occasion or milestone event that you would like to be mentioned in Mizrachi Matters,
please email it to office@mizrachi.com.au by 12:00pm on Thursdays

Guide for Chodesh Elul
Throughout the month of Elul, it is appropriate to add extra investment
in our Tefilla and Tzedaka, and to wish others a Ketiva VeChatima Tova.
30 Av
LEDAVID

Thursday, 20 August
Thursday Night 20 August

1 Elul

Friday, 21 August

2 Elul

Shabbat 22 August
Shoftim

9 Elul

Shabbat 29 August
Ki Teitze

13 Elul
16 Elul

Wednesday 2 September
Shabbat 5 September
Ki Tavo

23 Elul

Shabbat 12 September
Nitzavim-Vayeilech

24 Elul

Motzei Shabbat

MOLAD for
TISHREI
29 Elul

Thursday, 17 September
Friday, 18 September

First Day Rosh Chodesh Elul
Yaaleh Veyavo, Hallel, Musaph, Barchi Nafshi
No Tachanun or Lamnatzeach
Commence adding Mizmor 27 “LeDavid
Hashem Ori” to every Maariv and Shacharit
Second Day Rosh Chodesh Elul
Yaaleh Veyavo, Hallel, Musaph, Barchi Nafshi,
LeDavid.
No Tachanun or Lamnatzeach
Commence daily blowing of Shofar if
accessible and safe. Tekiyah, Shevarim,
Teruah and Tekiyah blown before reciting
LeDavid.
Commences: 5:32pm
Concludes: 6:30pm
Kriyat Shema in morning: Before 9:39am
Commences: 5:37pm
Concludes: 6:36pm
Kriyat Shema in morning: Before 9:33am
Final Time for Kiddush Levana: 6:00pm
Commences: 5:43pm
Concludes: 6:41pm
Kriyat Shema in morning: Before 9:27am
Commences: 5:49pm
Concludes: 6:47pm
Kriyat Shema in morning: Before 9:20am
We do not say Mevarchim HaChodesh for the
month of Tishrei.
Commence Saying Selichot
Halachic Midnight: 12:16am
Look out for online Selichot with interstate
Mizrachi branches to be advertised. Selichot
arrangements for our current circumstances
should not necessarily be viewed as
precedents for future years.
2:38pm and 17 Chalakim
Erev Rosh HaShana
Tachunun in Selichot but not in Shacharit or
Mincha.
We do say Lamnatzeach.
Shofar is not blown.
Hatarat Nedarim – Guidance for this year to
be provided when level of restrictions is
known.

בס’’ד

KADDISH SERVICE
FOR THE COMMUNITY
The Rabbinical Council of Victoria is
pleased to join Mizrachi Australia to offer
a free Kaddish Service for the
community.
While Tefillot in Melbourne cannot be
held, volunteers from Mizrachi Sydney
and Mizrachi Perth will kindly ensure
that Kaddish will still be recited on
behalf of our departed loved ones.
Whether you are in mourning or
marking a Yahrzeit, simply use the link
below to ﬁll in the relevant details:
https://forms.gleGemT9eM8RmKGd8TG8

FOR ANY ASSISTANCE OR FOR MORE DETAILS,
PLEASE CONTACT: OFFICE@MIZRACHI.COM.AU

SELICHOT ONLINE
FIRST NIGHT SELICHOT
MOTZEI SHABBAT, SEP 12TH 2020 | 11:50PM
with Mizrachi Sydney

OPTION 1: MORNING SELICHOT
MONDAY 14TH - THURSDAY 17TH SEP 2020 | 8:00AM (AEST)
with Mizrachi Perth
FRIDAY SEP 18TH 2020 | 7:45AM (AEST)
with Mizrachi Perth

OPTION 2: NIGHT SELICHOT
SUNDAY 13TH - THURSDAY 17TH SEP 2020 | 9:45PM
with Mizrachi Sydney
As we will be connecting with existing minyanim in Sydney and
Perth, we will be able to join them to say Selichot in full.
This year’s arrangements should not necessarily be viewed as a
precedent for future years.

ZOOM LINK: HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/85649825601

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT THE MIZRACHI OFFICE:
(8317 2504 / OFFICE@MIZRACHI.COM.AU)

בס’’ד

בס"ד

USER-FRIENDLY
SHIUR GUIDE
SIMPLY CLICK ON THE SHIUR AND BE TAKEN STRAIGHT THERE

DAILY PROGRAMS

Daf Yomi | 9.00am (SUN) /
8.30am (Mon - FRI) /
7.30Pm (Sat)
R' Yirmi Goldschmiedt

Mishna Yomit

R' Doodie Bankier

SUNDAY

Rav Kook's "The
(Trying to) Truly
Generation" | 8.30pm Understand Rashi | 8.30pm

Kew shiur - SEFER
SHmuel | 6.00Pm

R' Yehoshua Asulin

R' James Kennard

MONDAY

Kli Yakar | 9.30am
R' Danny Mirvis

Tzurba Communal Shiur
8.30pm
R' Yehoshua Asulin

TUESDAY

Ladies Tanach
Shiur 9.00Pm

Dr. Michal Kaufman

Lunch and Learn | 1.00Pm

Gemara B'Iyun | 7.30pm

parsha shiur | 8.30pm

student shiur | 8.30pm

R' Yehoshua Asulin

R' Danny Mirvis
R' Leor Broh
Password: 613

R' Yehoshua Asulin

WEDNESDAY

Following in the
Footsteps of our
Forefathers | 11.00Am
Exploring mizmor 27
| 8.00pm
R' Danny Mirvis with
Ben-Yishai Hoter

Gary's gemara Shiur
8.30pm
followed
by

Ivrit kala |
8.45pm

R' Yehoshua Asulin

THURSDAY

Chaburah | 7.30Pm

Dr. Michal Kaufman

For further information about any of these shiurim or assistance with Zoom
please contact the Mizrachi Office (8317 2504 / office@mizrachi.com)

PREPARING FOR
ROSH HASHANA
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 16TH 2020 | 8:00PM

RABBI MIRVIS AND THE SINGING MOHEL

JOIN RABBI DANNY MIRVIS AND BEN-YISHAI HOTER

as they explore Mizmor 27 (LeDavid HaShem Ori) through study and song
Ben-Yishai Hoter, known as "The Singing Mohel", is one of Israel's leading Mohalim
and performers. After Ben-Yishai's brother, Gavriel hy"d, was tragically killed in the
terror attack on Otniel Yeshiva in 2002, the musical Hoter family released their ﬁrst
album, "HaKol HeChaser" (The Missing Voice), and have released numerous songs
and albums since.

ZOOM LINK: HTTPS://ZOOM.US/J/99317048613

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT THE MIZRACHI OFFICE:
(8317 2504 / OFFICE@MIZRACHI.COM.AU)

בס’’ד

בס’’ד

SHABBAT SHUVA
MOTZEI SHABBAT SEP 26TH 2020 | 8:00PM

RABBI MIRVIS’
Shabbat Shuva Drasha

ZOOM LINK: HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/84334658226

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT THE MIZRACHI OFFICE:
(8317 2504 / OFFICE@MIZRACHI.COM.AU)
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5-7 mins daily
to prepar� for
the Yam,m
Noraim

JOIN

DAILY

SHOFAR
6 HALACHA
WHATSAPP

WITH R'
YEHOSHUA
ASULIN

Timely Relevant Topics:
Slichot l Tefilot
✓ Teshuva
✓ Rosh HaShana
✓ Blowing Shofar

✓

✓
✓
✓
✓

lO days of repentance
Tzom Gedalya
Yam Kippur
and more •••

Elul 5780
Dear Friends,
Although our current situation feels anything but normal there are certain things which will still occur despite our drastic change of
lifestyle. So whilst Rosh Hashana 5781 will most likely be celebrated in a very nontraditional manner it is still the appropriate time to
begin to focus ourselves on teshuva and m’asim tovim. It is the perfect opportunity to consider the needs of others especially those
that rely on support from our community.
Throughout the year the Mizrachi Charity Fund (MCF) is committed to providing members of our extended community with the
necessary support to ensure that they are able to provide for their families adequately. The need is constant and the requests endless.
Unfortunately, there is an increasing number of families within the community that rely on our support in order to manage their
financial burden. Not surprisingly this year has revealed a particularly steep increase in the number of requests we received and we
anticipate that this situation is most likely to intensify as certain Government benefits expire.
*Naomi recently approached MCF having been made redundant during the first lockdown. She was ineligible to receive JobKeeper
payments and was simply unable to afford to maintain her rental payments. She was also suffering from severe depression which
intensified during the long period of isolation. Her lack of income made visits to her psychologist unattainable and caused her condition
to deteriorate.
*David is an existing client of MCF and manages with our support on a tight budget. David recently approached MCF advising that the
current circumstances made it impossible to survive with the assistance he was receiving. With a large family spending so much time at
home all of his regular household expenses had markedly increased and the funds available were simply not extending far enough.
Naomi and David, and their families are just two examples of families who turned to Mizrachi Charity for assistance when they found
themselves so vulnerable.
We receive requests from families within our community and beyond. The most alarming feature is that many of these requests are
coming from families that are deeply integrated in our close knit community. The need is literally on our doorstep and it is something
that we cannot ignore. Furthermore, the impact of the pandemic has resulted in the emergence of a new faction of the community
seeking our support, families that have never sought assistance in the past but have been adversely affected in these challenging times.
We are pleased to be able to assist those families that seek our support and the only hurdle we face is having limited funds which
restricts our ability to assist to the full extent required. We are completely reliant on the support of our generous community which
ensures that we sustain our record of distributing approximately $230,000 a year to those who find themselves hungry, homeless,
jobless and with few avenues of support.
Every month, funds are disbursed to provide food vouchers, rental assistance, medical assistance, payment of utilities and occasionally,
financial support in order to retrain or re-educate an individual so that they can return to the workforce. We hope to do more of this.
Obviously the more money we raise the more capability we have to assist. Sometimes what we provide is only enough to help our
clients out of a drastic predicament and we always wish we had the ability to help on a grander scale.
Please consider those families whose added challenges can be alleviated by our thoughtful assistance by supporting our Rosh Hashana
Appeal. We are so grateful for your continued support and are delighted to advise that donations can now be made online by clicking
on our website charity.mizrachi.com.au .
Wishing you all a Shana Tova and Gmar Chatima Tova.

Karen Franks
Mizrachi Charity Fund Executive Director

*Names have been substituted

A. Payment Type: Please tick only one of the following three boxes
 Cash in the sum of $__________ is enclosed.
 Cheque for $__________ is enclosed.
(Cheques should be made payable to “Mizrachi Charity Fund”).

 Please charge my credit card $________________
Credit Card Type:
 Mastercard
 Visa
 AMEX
Credit Card No: ___ ___ ___ ___|___ ___ ___ ___|___ ___ ___ ___|___ ___ ___ ___
Expiry Date:

___ / ___

Name on Card: _____________________________

B. Your Details: Please Print Clearly
Name:

__________________________________________

Address:

__________________________________________

Suburb:

__________________________________________

Postcode:

_____________________

Phone:

_____________________

Email address: _________________________________________

PLEASE SUPPORT EMUNAH WITH
OUR ROSH HASHANA E-CARD.
YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION
OF $50 (MINIMUM) WILL GO
DIRECTLY TO EMUNAH PROJECTS IN
ISRAEL SUPPORTING CHILDREN
AND FAMILIES AT RISK

Please donate at emunah.org.au/rosh-hashana to
immediately download your e-card.
You can send the e-card to as many friends as
you like by WhatsApp, email, MMS, etc.

CONNECTING YOU

PREP | 2021

NOW TAKING ENROLMENTS FOR 2021
For your personalised virtual tour
contact enrolments@yavneh.vic.edu.au

From the Gush
Rav Moshe Taragin
Nizavim - G-d Participates in Teshuva
Teshuva is G-d's ultimate gift to all of humanity. The ability to invert our past,
transmute our personality and rehabilitate our broken relationship with G-d is His
exquisite gift to Man the pinnacle of His creation. Religiously sensitive people crave this
process and greatly anticipate the "inflamed and fiery" days toward the end of summer.
Parshat Nizavim describes teshuva instigated by national distress; a wave of suffering
triggers a moral and religious response and we rise to the opportunity of teshuva.
Summarizing an effective teshuva, the Torah describes G-d "removing the covering"
(literally the foreskin) surrounding our hearts. Evidently, teshuva entails a dual gift from
G-d: He "enchants" the possibility of teshuva even to undeserving sinners. He also
participates in the actual process of teshuva along with us. He grants us pardon but also
is helps us seek it. Conventionally, teshuva is viewed as an exclusively human process.
As the greatest and boldest implementation of human liberty, it is fundamentally a human
moment in which G-d, by design, has no "say". We seek G-d but we must seek him freely
and through our own insight, inspiration and courage. Evidently as autonomously human
as teshuva is, G-d assists us even as seek Him and His enchanting offer. How does G-d

participate in the process of teshuva?
Firstly, G-d, knowing that we are frail and moral cowards, accepts our imperfect teshuva.
Teshuva is not binary - all or nothing. There are various levels and versions of teshuva,
peaking at the supreme or ultimate teshuva or "teshuva gemura"- a level which feels
elusive for most of us. Often, we confess our sins with partial sincerity, lacking full and
deep-seated conviction for change. Yet, despite our shallowness, the very act of facing our
flaws and articulating them, demonstrates a degree of remorse which G-d accepts, though
imperfect.
Even sincere teshuva is haunted by the inevitable failure of our most sincere promises.
Experience demonstrates that we are likely to arrive to the very same situation next year.
As life passes, we try to plug the never-ending leaks in our sinking ship and we find
ourselves repeating teshuva for the sins we had forsworn a year earlier. Despite this
inevitability and despite His knowing that we will ultimately fall short, G-d accepts us and
our current sincerity. If we generate sincere conviction and desire for change, G-d accepts
out teshuva based on our current determination and does not reject us based on our
ultimate failure. I annually ask myself the following question: if there were a magical pill
that would "lock in" my current teshuva dreams and guarantee their implementation
would I take that pill? Answering "yes" to this question reassures me of my deep desire for
change and hopefully G-d acknowledges my sincerity and accepts my teshuva.
G-d doesn’t only accept our flawed teshuva, He also pries open our locked hearts. The
pasuk in Nizavim describes him removing the covering of our hearts. Sometimes these
"heart shields" prevent intake and inhibit important messages from entering our hearts.
Many understand the mitzvah to remove our heart coverings as a commandment to listen
to rebuke. Reproach and moral censure are difficult to handle as we prefer affirmation of

who we are rather than whistle-blowers who call us to higher ground. The teshuva journey
can only begin when we decide to listen- to events, to prophets, to people who challenge
us, or to our own restless conscience. We ask G-d to help us open our hearts so that
religious challenges can enter and stir us to change.
Conversely, the insulation around our hearts prevent emotion from flowing outward or
being voiced. As my Rebbe Rav Lichtenstein wrote "… where do we stand in relation to
crying? Our gut instinct is that crying is for the ignorant and the superstitious; but we are
sophisticated and intellectual, and therefore decorous and restrained. Ribbono shel Olam!
Amidst all this decorum and restraint, can’t we, at least at Ne’ila, shed some genuine
tears?... if not to be totally dissolved in tears, at least to open somewhat that "terrible dam"
which inhibits …our giving vent to our sense of shame and guilt.." We ask G-d to help us
remove this "terrible dam" and allow our deepest and most vulnerable, but authentic
emotions to flood our tefillot.
Interestingly, G-d doesn’t only assist us in distilling a superior davening- he also davens
right alongside us. The gemara in Rosh Hashanah portrays G-d donning a tallit and
leading a tefilla of mercy, while Moshe listens and learns how to properly daven. Evidently,
G-d Himself davens on our behalf and on behalf of His relationship with His people. I recall
my Rebbe HaRav Yehuda Amital describing our desperation to open the gates of prayer
during the closing crushing moments of nei'lah. This mirrors G-d's desperate attempts to
force open the gates of our hearts and enter the precinct which he doesn’t possess the
keys to. Just as we seek G-d, he seeks us and our sensing this "partnership of prayer"
should embolden and impassion our teshuva.
Often times though, we need even more Divine assistance. Unquestionably, G-d empowers
Man with absolute and unlimited freedom of choice. Yet despite the autonomy of choice
He invested in us, G-d compassionately helps us make better decisions. In the end of the
Parsha, G-d outlines, our absolute freedom of choice but encourages us to make the
proper choice- "U'vacharta ba'chaim". Even though, throughout life, we are "tested" to
render proper decisions we are provided a "cheat sheet" with the correct answers. As Dovid
writes in Tehillim (25) G-d is just as He instructs sinners toward repentance.
However, G-d doesn’t just educate us toward better life-decisions but He also shades our
free will. Pharo in Egypt, was always free to release the Jewish people; absolutely
abolishing his free will was inconceivable. However, his lifestyle along with G-d's
intervening in his inner emotional world made his reversal extremely unlikely. We dig very
deep "ruts" in life and sometimes G-d's digs them even deeper into pits.
Well, if G-d can punish Paro by tilting his free will, he can, as an act of compassion,
calibrate our free will by sending us powerful signals: external events and inner
murmurings which goad us to teshuva. Ultimately, we remain entirely free to resist this
goading, but G-d's prodding can become very powerful and almost too powerful to avoid.
Living through our current crisis, it isn't difficult to hear and feel G-d goading us to
teshuva. The global sweep of the pandemic deludes us into shirking personal
responsibility. How can one individual possibly be responsible for a global pandemic which
is indiscriminately affecting millions? Yet, despite this global feel, it is crucial to
personalize the pandemic and collect individual messages. G-d is currently speaking to
each person just as He is speaking to all of humanity. His message and His goading
resonates more loudly this year than in past years. How we respond to this amplified
message is entirely our choice as free men.

