
 
 

Mizrachi Matters can now be found on the Mizrachi website at http://mizrachi.com.au/mizrachi-matters/  
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MizrachiMelb 

MIZRACHI MATTERS  
PARSHAT BALAK  
Friday, 25 June (15 Tammuz) 

This week’s newsletter is generously sponsored by Ann & Henry Eisenberg and family  
in loving memory of Ann’s mother  

ה"ע  מרים בת איסר  
whose Yartzeit is Sunday 17 Tammuz  

Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat:  4:55pm 
Candle Lighting:  4:50pm  

Dvar Torah:  R’ Mottel Krasnjanski1; R’ Chezy Deren2;  R’ Danny Mirvis3 
REGISTRATION & MASKS ARE MANDATORY FOR ATTENDANCE AT ALL MIZRACHI SERVICES. 

PLEASE ENSURE TO REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE AT WEEKDAY MINYANIM & SHIURIM VIA THE QR CODES ON CAMPUS. 
 Friday 

25 June  
15 Tammuz 

Saturday 
26 June  

16 Tammuz 

Sunday 
27 June  

17 Tammuz 

Monday 
28 June  

18 Tammuz 

Tuesday 
29 June  

19 Tammuz 

Wednesday 
30 June  

20 Tammuz 

Thursday 
1 July 

21 Tammuz 

Friday 
2 July  

22 Tammuz 
1. Beit Yehuda  2. Kehillat Ohr David  3. Beit Midrash (Beit Haroeh Shabbat Morning) 4 . Bnei Akiva  5 . Elsternwick 6 . Midrashah  7 . Goldberger Hall 

Shacharit 
6:30am1; 7:00am2 

7:30am1 
7:30am1; 9:00am7 

9:30am1-4 
8:00am1;  

9:00am1 
6:30am1; 7:00am2 

7:30am1 
6:30am1; 7:00am2 

7:30am1 
6:30am1; 7:00am2 

7:30am1  
6:30am1; 7:00am2 

7:30am1 
6:30am1; 7:00am2 

7:30am1 

Fast begins   6:07pm      
Dawn 6:25am 6:25am 6:25am 6:25am 6:25am 6:25am 6:25am 6:25am 
Tallit & Tefillin 6:40am 6:40am 6:40am 6:40am 6:40am 6:40am 6:40am 6:40am 
Sunrise 7:37am 7:37am 7:37am 7:37am 7:37am 7:37am 7:37am 7:37am 
Sh'ma ( גר״א) 9:59am 9:59am 9:59am 9:59am 9:59am 10:00am 10:00am 10:00am 
Earliest Mincha 12:47pm 12:47pm 12:47pm 12:48pm 12:48pm 12:48pm 12:48pm 12:49pm 
Plag HaMincha (גר״א) 4:09pm 4:09pm 4:09pm 4:10pm 4:10pm 4:10pm 4:11pm 4:11pm 
Mincha / Ma’ariv 4:55pm1 4:40pm1 4:50pm1 5:00pm1 5:00pm1 5:00pm1 5:00pm1 5:00pm1 
Sunset 5:08pm 5:09pm 5:09pm 5:09pm 5:10pm 5:10pm 5:11pm 5:11pm 
Fast Ends   5:40pm      
Night/Shabbat Ends 5:53pm 5:53pm 5:53pm 5:54pm 5:54pm 5:54pm 5:55pm 5:55pm 
 
 
 

DAF YOMI 
Via Zoom 

Yoma 75 Yoma 76 Yoma 77 Yoma 78 Yoma 79 Yoma 80 Yoma 81 Yoma 82 
8:15am 7:00pm 8:45am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 

SHIURIM 
 

 

 
 

 Reb Leor Broh 
9:00am3 

R’ James Kennard 
9:30amKinder  

Drashot   
R’ Danny Mirvis1  

R’ Yehoshua Asulin2  

R’ Leor Broh3 
R’ James Kennard  

3:50pm 
 

 
 

Rabbeinu Bachye 
for women 

R’ Danny Mirvis 
9:30am3 

Tzurba Communal 
Shiur R’ Yehoshua 

Asulin 
8:30pm 

Ladies Tanach 
Shiur - Dr. Michal 

Kaufman 
9:00pm 

Lunch and Learn 
R’ Danny Mirvis  

1:00pm 

Parsha HaShavua 
Shiur with  

R’ Leor Broh 
8:30pm 

 

Gary’s Gemara 
Shiur 8:30pm 

 

Lunch and Learn 
R’ Danny Mirvis  

Lvl 28, 101 Collins St 
Not this week 
Parsha Shiur 

R’ Danny Mirvis 
8:00pm 

 

 

MISHNAH 
YOMIT 

Taharot  
5:1-2 

Taharot  
5:3-4 

Taharot  
5:5-6 

Taharot  
5:7-8 

Taharot  
5:9-6:1 

Taharot  
6:2-3 

Taharot  
6:4-5 

Taharot  
6:6-7 

 
 

EVENTS 

 
 

Bar Mitzvah 
Eitan Gold1 
Bnei Akiva  

3:30pm 
Seudah Shlishit 
Farewell to the 
Asulin Family 
Asulin Family 

Farewell 
8-10pm3  

      
 

 
 

YAHRZEITS 
Norman Kappel 

(Father) 
 

 Ann Eisenberg 
(Mother) 

Theo Tempelhof 
(Sister) 

Ronnie Judah 
(Brother)  

 

 George & Robert 
Lowinger 
(Father) 

Les Feiglin 
(Father) 

  

 

http://mizrachi.com.au/mizrachi-matters/
https://www.facebook.com/MizrachiMelb


If you have an occasion or milestone event that you would like to be mentioned in Mizrachi Matters,  
please email it to office@mizrachi.com.au by 12:00pm on Thursdays 

 
 

 
 

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to: 
 

 
Sari & Yair Givati 

on the birth of a daughter. 
Mazaltov to her grandparents:  Debbie & Robert Nossbaum and  

Masha & Chaim Givati 
Mazaltov to her great grandmothers:  Nechama Werdiger and Theddy Nossbaum 

 
Eitan Gold 

on his Bar Mitzvah 
Mazal tov to his parents:  DL & Jeremy Gold 

Mazal tov to his grandparents:  Naomi & Sam Alter and Helen & Michael Gold 
 

Michelle Wenig and Benji Swersky 
on their engagement. 

Mazal tov to their parents:  Simone & Jonathan Wenig and Lynn & Jerome Swersky 
Mazal tov to their grandparents:  Rosanna & Mark Leibler, Vivienne & Harry Wenig, 

Reva & Percy Schwartz and Lily Swersky (Cape Town) 

 
 
 
 
 

BAR / BAT MITZVAH ANNIVERSARIES: 
Sam Tatarka, Alan Garfield, Gidon Winter 

 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: 
Saturday:  Daniel Parasol 

Sunday:  Liana Rubin  
Wednesday:  Dalia Cook, Daniel Balter  
Thursday:  Noam Greenberger (HBD)  

Friday:  Adam Parasol, Eli Barr 
 
 

mailto:office@mizrachi.com.au


 
 

 
 
Parshat Balak  
 
"How goodly are your tents, O Yaakov, your dwelling places, O Israel. Like winding brooks, like gardens by the 
riverside, like tents which Hashem has planted, like cedars by water." (Bemidbar 24:5-6) 
  
These famous words from Bilam's blessing of Bnei Yisrael depict the tranquility of the Israelite encampment. Our 
commentators provide numerous explanations for Bilam's intentions when uttering these words. What do they 
mean and why was Israel's encampment in the wilderness deserving of such blessing? 
  
Rashi (Bemidbar 24:5) explains that the tents in the wilderness were organized in such a way that no two entrances 
faced each other. This emphasis on respecting privacy and maintaining modesty, even when in temporary dwellings, 
was worthy of great praise. 
  
Seforno (Bemidbar 24:5) differs and explains that the "tents" and "dwelling places" mentioned in Bilam's blessing 
actually refer to the Batei Midrash and Batei Kenesset which served as Torah centers for the Israelites in the 
Wilderness. 
  
Rabbeinu Bachya (Bemidbar 24:5) explains (among other explanations) that this was not a blessing about the 
encampment in the Wilderness, but a prophecy about the Israelites' future "tents" and "dwelling places" in the 
newly settled Land of Israel. 
  
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 105b) informs us that Bilam ended up saying the exact opposite of what he intended to say. 
In Bilam's attempt to weaken us, he aimed to strike at the source of our strength. However, Hashem transformed 
each attempted curse into a blessing. 
  
If we apply this concept to each of the opinions above, we see that according to Rashi's explanation, Bilam knew that 
the strength of Am Yisrael lies in the Jewish home, therefore making it the object of his attempted curse. According 
to Seforno's explanation, Bilam knew that the strength of the Jewish nation lies in our connection to Torah, and 
according to Rabbeinu B'Chayei's explanation, Bilam knew that the strength of the Jewish nation lies in our 
connection to our Land. 
  
Throughout history, our enemies have aimed their sights against our most central beliefs and practices (for instance, 
decrees against studying Torah, Brit Mila, Shechita, reciting the Shema and baking Matzot). In a similar fashion, 
modern day anti-Zionism is proof of the centrality of Israel to our faith. 
  
Rather than being weakened by such attacks, we should respond by strengthening our commitment, for we know 
where the true source of our success lies. Through our dedication to the Eretz Yisrael, Am Yisrael, and Torat Yisrael, 
may Hashem Elokei Yisrael continue to watch over and protect us, 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
Rabbi Danny Mirvis 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Reb Leor Broh 
 
Riddle for Parshat Balak 
 
Find three different verses, each of which begin with the same group of five words?  
 
 
Answer to Riddle for last week (Chukat) 
 
What was called by one name by G-d and a different name by Moshe? 
 
Answer: The snake that Moshe was told to construct. 
 
G-d refers to it as a  שרף in 21:8. 
Moshe is described as making a  .in 21:9  נחש נחשת
 



 

 
From the Gush 

 
Rav Moshe Taragin 

Balak: Why Do We Hate? What Can We Do About It? 
 

The enemy is at the doorstep. The Jewish people are about to enter the Promised Land and establish the 
kingdom of G-d. Hastily, King Balak of Moav and his sworn enemy Bilam, the Midyanite prophet, conspire 
to halt the Jewish "invasion”. Recognizing that military efforts are pointless, Balak enlists the assistance of 
a super-prophet who wields psychic powers and can impose a supernatural spell upon the people of G-d.  
 
Bilam desperately attempts to curse the Jews but fails three times. After three botched attempts he 
doesn’t even attempt to curse the Jews, but instead, delivers Messinic prophecies. There is a noticeable 
difference between his first two failures and his final failure. Bilam's first two fiascos begin with his 
acknowledgement that he doesn’t actually enjoy prophetic autonomy. Prophets, especially a moral 
reprobate like himself, are just mouthpieces for Divine communication. As Bilam cannot operate or even 
schedule his prophecy, his hopes of opposing Hashem’s interests are futile. The hilarious scene with his 
donkey parodies his inadequacies. Bilam, the great visionary prophet cannot even discern the angelic 
visitor so apparent to his donkey. Only G-d will determine what he sees, who will be blessed and who will 
be cursed and Bilam is powerless to influence these decisions.  
 
The third failed curse has a very different feel to it. Bilam gazes at the tranquil scene of Jewish families 
living serenely in harsh desert conditions, and his malice is converted into sympathy. This last inversion of 
potential curses into blessings isn’t attributed to G-d’s control over Bilam’s prophecy. This “shift” is more a 
function of Bilam’s hatred of the Jews being transformed into admiration and respect. Initially, Bilam 
assumed that he could harness his deep contempt for the Jews into a venomous curse. Gradually, as he 
looks upon this people, he is "won over" and his dislike is replaced by respect and appreciation. He even 
becomes envious of the Jews, of their historical lot, and of their future. As his hatred recedes, he cannot 
summon the enmity necessary to condemn a nation he now genuinely respects. This final narrative- the 
third failed attempt to curse the Jews- isn't a narrative of Divine authority over human prophecy. Instead, it 
is a narrative about hatred, and how it can be converted to admiration or, at the very least, tolerance. 
 
How was Bilam's hatred converted? Why do we hate, and what can we do to lessen our contempt? 
 
The first part of Bilam’s transformation is a product of his viewing the Jews as real people rather than 
ghastly caricatures. When we dislike a character trait, we tend to "tag" that person, exaggerate the 
disapproved trait, and, ultimately, villainize the person. Villiainization allows us to justify our hatred and 
sadly, sometimes, to justify violence. Hitler could not sell his hatred to an otherwise moral population 
unless he portrayed the Jewish race as sub-Aryan monster threatening the genetic purity of Western 
civilization.  Once we villainize, we desensitize, and it becomes easier to hate.  
 
Bilam and Balak demonized the Jews into monsters of their own imagination. They portrayed the Jews as a 
voracious ox, consuming all the grass of the meadow, or as a swarm, about to blot out the sun. These 
hyperboles, hatched out of fear and anxiety, cast the Jews as worthy of extermination. Bilam's blood 
boiled, his hatred surged, and he assumed that his vitriol would naturally explode as a curse.  
 



 
At which point he gazes upon Jewish families living idyllic lifestyles. These monsters are now human 
beings- husbands and mothers, children and siblings. The Jews have now been re-humanized into real 
people –not voracious oxen- and they are no longer the monsters he had detested. Having replaced his 
imaginary monsters with real people, Bilam’s hatred subsides, and his curses are snuffed.  
 
It is easier to hate perceived monsters than to dislike real people. In our modern polarized world, we live 
among “ourselves” snuggly protected within the security of our "in-groups", rarely interacting with 
"others" who we assign to our "out-groups". In the safety of our own echo chambers, we don’t engage in 
enough cross-group experiences to meet others from “out-groups”. When we don’t encounter people on a 
human or person-to person level, it is easier to hate based upon ideological arguments, political 
differences or other irritations. Sadly, the world is divided into two groups: those who divide the world into 
groups and those who don’t. We are becoming a people of groupings, and without meeting each other as 
humans, we simmer with hatred.  
 
Bilam's hatred subsides for a second reason: he spans the nation from the top of a mountain cliff. When 
we obsess about a particular disliked character trait, without zooming out and considering the entire 
person, our hatred seethes. Everyone possesses appealing and less attractive traits. Contempt is born 
when we focus upon their disagreeable traits and ignore their broader redeeming qualities. No one is more 
aware of the impact of “partial viewing” than Bilam. Having failed to curse the Jews, he relocates to a 
different overhang, searching for a cliff from which he can gaze upon a fragment of the population without 
considering the entire nation. He recognizes that zooming out will provide perspective and temper his 
revulsion. If he sees them too clearly, he will admire them too much to curse them. By honing in on a 
particular region of the camp, or a particular segment of the population he hopes to maintain his 
contempt.  
 
Myopic vision fuels hatred. We convince ourselves that the people we dislike are defined by the trait we 
dislike. In reality, people are rarely defined by one particular trait and are rarely as one-dimensional as our 
irate hatred depicts them. But hatred, by nature, is obsessive and we become too preoccupied with our 
dislike and our loathing. All-inclusive assessments provide fuller pictures, more respect and less hatred.  
There is a final factor behind the waning of Bilam's hatred. The donkey fiasco is humiliating. His donkey 
envisions angels that he can’t discern, and, worse, he is lectured by that donkey about loyalty and 
aggression. Earlier in the story we encounter a very confident and even cocky international celebrity who 
enjoys the public attention and the offers of wealth and honor. Bilam delights in the negotiations, realizing 
that, at some point, he can name his price. He also enjoys keeping his solicitors in suspense, waiting for G-
d’s reply. He relishes the spotlight, and his oversized ego craves gold and honor.  
 
Cockiness and self-absorption often lead to hatred. We hate those we deem less worthy than ourselves. 
Sometimes we view them as threats, other times as nuisances, but always, as inferior to ourselves and 
“deserving” of our hatred. From Bilam’s palace, everything seems clear and simple. He is G-d's chosen, an 
internationally acclaimed prophet and the Jews threaten his position and his influence. He is riled to hatred 
against this irksome band of former slaves who jeopardize his career.  
 
After being embarrassed by his donkey, Bilam has lost his swagger. He has been humbled, and no longer 
feeling so superior, he cannot possibly hate them as much as the “old Bilam” detested them. After being 
dishonored by his own donkey his hatred fades. 
 
Bilam’s hatred is converted into admiration because he takes a broad view of the Jews as human beings, 
and because he sheds his arrogance. Bilam’s conversion contains valuable instructions about minimizing or 
eliminating our own hatreds.  
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