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MIZRACHI MATTERS 
 

SHABBAT & ROSH HASHANA  
29 ELUL 5783 - FRIDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2023 

 
This week’s newsletter is generously sponsored by Ruth Figdor in loving memory of her mother  

Anna Urmann, ה"חנה בת פנחס ע  whose Yartzeit is first day Rosh Hashana 

 

 

IN THIS WEEK’S ISSUE: 
 

Times for Rosh Hashana & Yom Kippur 
 

Letter from Vice President, Yehuda Gottlieb 
 

Torah Tidbits – Jeremy Herz  
 

From Our Community – Daniel Lowinger Celebrating 25 years at EJC 
 

Mazal tov The Hon. Justice Ian Waller 
 

Ten Short Ideas for Rosh Hashana & Yom Kippur 
 

From the Gush - Rav Moshe Taragin 
Rosh Hashana - The State of God in Our World – 2023 

 

 
 

Candle Lighting: 5:52pm 
Mincha: 6:00pm 

Drasha: R’ Dr. Alan Kimche  
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SHABBAT & ROSH HASHANA  
29 ELUL 5783 - FRIDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2023 

 Friday 
15 September 
 ערב ראש השנה

Shabbat 
16 September 

 ראש השנה 

Sunday 
17 September 

 ראש השנה 

Monday 
18 September 

 צום גדליה 

Tuesday 
19 September 

4 Tishrei 

Wednesday 
20 September 

5 Tishrei 

Thursday 
21 September 

6 Tishrei 

Friday 
22 September 

7 Tishrei 
1. Beit Yehuda  2. Beit Yitzchak (Kehillat Ohr David)  3. Beit Midrash (Beit Haroeh Shabbat Morning) 4 . Bnei Akiva  5 . Elsternwick 6 . Midrashah  7 . Goldberger Hall 

Slichot to be followed 
immediately by Shacharit 

5:40am1;  

6:30am2 
8:00am1;  

8:30am3; 9:00am2 
8:00am1;  

8:30am3; 9:00am2 
5:45am1;  

6:35am2; 7:00am1 
6:00am1;  

6:35am2; 7:00am1 
6:00am1;  

6:35am2; 7:00am1 
5:50am1;  

6:35am2; 7:00am1 
6:00am1;  

6:35am2; 7:00am1 

Fast Commences    4:58am     

Dawn 5:10am 5:09am 5:07am 5:06am 5:04am 5:02am 5:01am 4:59am 

Tallit & Tefillin 5:31am 5:29am 5:28am 5:26am 5:24am 5:23am 5:21am 5:20am 

Sunrise 6:22am 6:21am 6:19am 6:18am 6:16am 6:14am 6:13am 6:11am 

Sh'ma ( גר״א) 9:18am 9:17am 9:16am 9:15am 9:14am 9:14am 9:13am 9:12am 

Earliest Mincha 12:46pm 12:46pm 12:45pm 12:45pm 12:45pm 12:45pm 12:44pm 12:44pm 
Plag HaMincha (גר״א) 4:56pm 4:56pm 4:57pm 4:58pm 4:58pm 4:59pm 4:59pm 5:00pm 

Candle Lighting 5:52pm       5:58pm 

Mincha / Ma’ariv 6:00pm 5:40pm 5:50pm 5:40p/6:25p 6:00pm 6:00pm 6:00pm 6:05pm 
Sunset 6:10pm 6:10pm 6:11pm 6:12pm 6:13pm 6:14pm 6:15pm 6:15pm 
Fast Concludes    6:39pm     
Night/Shabbat Ends 6:49pm 6:50pm 6:51pm 6:52pm 6:53pm 6:54pm 6:55pm 6:55pm 
Late Ma’ariv   Not tonight Not tonight 10:00pm3 10:00pm3 10:00pm3  
Slichot    10:15pm3 10:15pm3 10:15pm3 10:15pm3  

 
 

DAF YOMI 
Via Zoom & in 

person 

Kiddushin 
33 

Kiddushin 
34 

Kiddushin 
35 

Kiddushin 
36 

Kiddushin 
37 

Kiddushin 
38 

Kiddushin 
39 

Kiddushin 
40 

8:15am  8:45am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 

SHIURIM 

 
 

 Drashot 
R‘ Dr. Alan 
Kimche1 

 R‘ Chezy Deren2 

Reb Leor Broh3 
  

Drashot 
Reb Leor Broh1 
 R‘ Jonny Brull2 

R‘ Dr. Alan 
Kimche3 

 

Parasha Shiur 
with  

R’ Jonny Brull  
for Ladies 

9:30am 
Tzurba 

Communal 
Shiur  

R’ Jonny Brull 
Not this week 

Sefer  
Ezra Shiur  

for Ladies with 
Dr. Michal 

Kaufman at the 
Lewis’s  

 Not this week    
Gemara Shiur 
with R’ Alan 
Kimche at 

8:30pm  

Lunch & Learn 
with R’ Jonny 
Brull – 1:00pm 
Young Ladies 
Gemara Shiur 

(20’s-30’s) 
R’ Jonny Brull 

  7:45pm 
Gemara 

chabura for 
returnees from 

Shnat 
R' Jonny Brull 

 8:30pm 
Parsha 

HaShavua  
R’ Leor Broh  

 8:30pm 
 

“Following in the 
Footsteps of our 

Fathers”  
 11:00am 

 Gary’s Gemara 
Shiur 

 8:30pm 
 

Lunch & Learn 
Shiur @ L1 

Capital  
R’ Jonny Brull  

 1:00pm 
Moreh 

Nevuchim  
R’ Jonny Brull 

 7:30pm 
Advanced 

Halacha Shiur  
R’ Jonny Brull 

  8:30pm 
R' Chaim 

Brisker on the 
Rambam  
R’ Marcus 

Rosenberg 
 8:30pm  

 

 

MISHNAH  
YOMIT 

Megilah  
1:3-4 

Megilah  
1:5-6 

Megilah  
1:7-8 

Megilah  
1:9-10 

Megilah  
1:11-2:1 

Megilah  
2:2-3 

Megilah  
2:4-5 

Megilah  
2:6-3:1 

 
 

EVENTS 

Molad for 
Tishrei 
5:49 (0 

chalakim) AM 

Childcare 
Service  

9:30am – 
1:30pm 
MizKids 

10:30am – 
11:30am 

 

Childcare 
Service  

9:30am – 
1:30pm 
MizKids 

10:30am – 
11:30am 

Leil Limmud in 
loving memory 
of Yael Miriam 

Bloch @ 
5:00pm3 

     

 
 

YAHRZEITS 

 

 Ruth Figdor 
(Mother) 

 

Albert Sattler 
(Mother) 

Naomi & Geoff 
Bloch 

(Daughter) 
Ruth Gershov 

(Husband) 
Nicole Lefkovits 

(Father)  

Harry Mainzer 
(Father) 
Irit Kave 
(Mother) 

 

Joe Lederman 
(Father) 

Robert Lissauer 
(Father) 

 

 Hanna 
Friedman, 

Renata Gilbert, 
Ruth Gershov, 

Eva Slonim, 
Rosanna Leibler 

(Mother) 
Etty Rosenblum 

(Father) 

John Steiner 
(Brother) 
Suzanne 

Steiner (Father) 
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TIMES FROM EREV ROSH HASHANA  
UNTIL YOM KIPPUR 5784  

 
Friday  
15 September  
Erev Rosh Hashanah 

Selichot followed immediately by Shacharit & Hatarat Nedarim ............ (Beit Yehuda) 5:40am  
 ................................................................................................................. (Beit Yitzchak) 6:30am  
 
Candle Lighting ............................................................................................................... 5:52pm 
Mincha followed by Ma’ariv ........................................................................................... 6:00pm 
R’ Kimche Dvar Torah between Mincha/Maariv in Beit Yehuda 

 

Saturday  
16 September 
(1st Day Rosh Hashana) 

Shacharit .................................................................................................................. (BY) 8:00am  
 ................................................................................................................................. (BH) 8:30am  
 .............................................................................................................................. (KOD) 9:00am  
Latest time to recite Shema ( א"גר ) .................................................................................. 9:17am 
 
Childcare Services (pre-registration only) ...................................................... 9:30am – 1:30pm 
MizKids ............................................................................................................. 10:30 – 11:30am 
Parental Supervised play in the Kinder playground ..................................... 10:30am – 1:30pm 
 
R’ Kimche Drasha in Beit Yehuda before Mussaf 
R’ Leor Broh Drasha in Beit Haroeh before Mussaf 
R’ Deren Drasha in KOD before Mussaf 
 
Early Mincha (immediately following Mussaf in Beit Yehuda)  
(earliest time for Mincha is 12:45pm) 
 
Mincha followed by a shiur by R’ Kennard in Beit Yehuda ............................................. 5:40pm 
R’ Kimche Drasha in KOD before Ma’ariv 
Ma’ariv ........................................................................................................................... 6:50pm 
 
Set new fruit on table, then light candles and preparations  
for 2nd Day Yom Tov NOT BEFORE .................................................................................. 6:50pm 

“Lehadlik ner shel Yom Tov and Shehecheyanu” 
שהחינו/  טוב יום של נר להדליק  

 
Sunday  
17 September 
(2nd Day Rosh Hashana) 

Shacharit .................................................................................................................. (BY) 8:00am 
 ................................................................................................................................  (BH) 8:30am  
 .............................................................................................................................  (KOD) 9:00am  
Latest time to recite Shema ( א"גר ) .................................................................................. 9:16am 
 
Childcare Services (pre-registration only) ...................................................... 9:30am – 1:30pm 
MizKids ............................................................................................................. 10:30 – 11:30am 
Parental Supervised play in the Kinder playground ..................................... 11:30am – 1:30pm 
 
Kiddush……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 10:45am (approx) 
Drasha …………………………………………………………………………………………………………11:00am (approx) 
 
R’ Leor Broh Drasha in Beit Yehuda  
R’ Kimche Drasha in Beit Haroeh 
R’ Brull Drasha in KOD 
 
Shofar ............................................................................................................. 11:15am (approx) 
 
Early Mincha (immediately following Mussaf in Beit Yehuda)  
(earliest time for Mincha is 12.44pm) 
 
Tashlich 
Limmud to mark the 30th Yahrzeit of Yael Miriam Bloch ע״ה in the Beit Midrash ……….5:00pm 
 
Mincha follow by a shiur R’ Brull in Beit Yehuda ............................................................ 5:50pm 
Ma’ariv and Yom Tov ends ............................................................................................. 6:51pm 

 
 



 

TIMES FROM EREV ROSH HASHANA  
UNTIL YOM KIPPUR 5784  

 
Monday  
18 September 
(Tzom Gedalia) 

Fast Commences ............................................................................................................. 4:58am  
Selichot followed immediately by Shacharit .......................................................... (BY) 5:45am  
 ................................................................................................................. (Beit Yitzchak) 6:35am  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....(BY) 7:00am 
Mincha ............................................................................................................................ 5:40pm 
Ma’ariv ........................................................................................................................... 6:25pm 
End of fast......................................................................................................................... 6:39m 
 
No late maariv tonight. 
Selichot in the Beit Midrash ……………………………………………………………………………………..10:15pm  
 

 

Tuesday  
19 September  

Selichot followed immediately by Shacharit .......................................................... (BY) 6:00am  
 ................................................................................................................. (Beit Yitzchak) 6:35am  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….(BY) 7:00am 
Mincha followed by Ma’ariv ........................................................................................... 6:00pm 
Late Ma’ariv .................................................................................................................. 10:00pm 
Selichot……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..10:15pm 
 

 

Wednesday  
20 September 

Selichot followed immediately by Shacharit .......................................................... (BY) 6:00am  
 ................................................................................................................. (Beit Yitzchak) 6:35am  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….(BY) 7:00am 
Mincha followed by Ma’ariv ........................................................................................... 6:00pm 
Late Ma’ariv .................................................................................................................. 10:00pm 
Selichot……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..10:15pm 
 

 

Thursday  
21 September 
 
 
 

Selichot followed immediately by Shacharit .......................................................... (BY) 5:50am  
 ................................................................................................................. (Beit Yitzchak) 6:35am  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….(BY) 7:00am 
Mincha followed by Ma’ariv ........................................................................................... 6:00pm 
Late Ma’ariv .................................................................................................................. 10:00pm 
Selichot……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..10:15pm 
 

 

Friday  
22 September 

Selichot followed immediately by Shacharit .......................................................... (BY) 6:00am  
 ................................................................................................................. (Beit Yitzchak) 6:35am 
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….(BY)   7:00am 
Candle Lighting ............................................................................................................... 5:58pm 
Mincha followed by Kabbalat Shabbat – Drasha R ’Brull in Beit Yehuda ....................... 6:05pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TIMES FROM EREV ROSH HASHANA  
UNTIL YOM KIPPUR 5784  

 
Saturday  
23 September 

Shacharit 
Hashkama (followed by shiur with R’ Kennard in the Goldberger Hall) .......................... 7:30am 
Shiur by R’ Leor Broh in Beit Haroeh ............................................................................... 9:00am 
Latest time to recite Shema ( א"גר ) .................................................................................. 9:01am 
Shacharit .......................................................................................................................... 9:30am  
Bnei Akiva ....................................................................................................................... 4:30pm 
R’ Kimche Shabbat Shuva Drasha in Beit Yehuda ........................................................... 5:00pm  
Mincha ............................................................................................................................ 5:45pm 
Seudah Shlishit ............................................................................................................................  
Ma’ariv ........................................................................................................................... 6:56pm 
 

 

Sunday  
24 September 
(Erev Yom Kippur) 

Selichot followed immediately by Schachrit  ......................................................... .(BY) 7:45am 
Selichot followed immediately by Shacharit ……………………………………………………….  (BY) 8:45am 
 
Mincha ..................................................................................................................... (BY) 3:00pm 
 
 
 
 
Fast Commences and Light Candles BEFORE .................................................................. 6:00pm 
Kol Nidre (Remember Tallit & Kittel) .............................................................................. 6:15pm 
 
R’ Kimche drasha in Beit Yehuda 
R’ Leor Broh drasha in Beit Haroeh 
R’  Kennard  drasha in KOD 

 

Monday  
25 September 
(Yom Kippur) 

Shacharit .................................................................................................................. (BY) 8:00am 
 ................................................................................................................................. (BH) 8:30am 
 .............................................................................................................................. (KOD) 9:00am 
 
 
Latest time to recite Shema ( א"גר ) .................................................................................. 9:57am 
MizKidz ............................................................................................................. 10:30 – 11:30am 
Parental Supervised play in the Kinder playground ..................................... 11:30am – 1:30pm 
 
R’ Kimche Drasha in Beit Yehuda 
R’ Leor Broh Drasha in Beit Haroeh  
R‘ Deren Drasha in KOD 
 
Yizkor ............................................................................................................  11:15am (approx.) 
 
Mussaf finish time ..........................................................................................  2:00pm (approx.) 
 
Mincha ............................................................................................................................ 4:10pm 
R’ Kimche will deliver a Dvar Torah in Beit Yehuda before Ne’ilah 
R’ Leor Broh will deliver a Dvar Torah in Beit Haroeh before Ne’ilah 
R’ Brull will deliver a Dvar Torah in KOD before Ne’ilah 
Ne’ilah ............................................................................................................................ 5:45pm 
Shofar /Conclusion of Fast ............................................................................................. 6:58pm 
Maariv 
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MAZAL TOV to:   
Mushky & Pesachya Adelist on the birth of their son.   
Mazal tov to his grandparents:  Naomi & Moishe Adelist and Talya & R’ Yehuda Straiton 
(Sydney) 
Mazal tov to his great grandmothers:  Jeanette Gutman (Sydney) and Ellen Straiton (South 
Africa) 
 
Happy Birthday: 
Perry Arber, Eitan Cher, Yaniv Cohen, Julie Epstein, Alex Friedman, Gary Herz, Ezra Joel (HBD), 
Benjy Levy, Nathan Pyke (HBD), Shira Rosenblum, Ely Schachna (HBD), Yael Schmidt 
 
Wedding Anniversaries: 
Ricki & Harry Mainzer 
 
If you have an occasion or milestone event that you would like to be mentioned in Mizrachi Matters, please email it to 

office@mizrachi.com.au by 9:00am on Thursdays. 
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From the Gush - Rav Moshe Taragin 

Rosh Hashana - The State of God in Our World – 2023 
 

"All of humanity pass before You as sheep.. ". On Rosh Hashanah, God reviews all human 
behavior, scrutinizes our inner hearts, and determines our fate for the coming year. On this 
solemn Day of Judgement, we also celebrate Divine sovereignty. The shofar blast recalls 
historical milestones: creation, the binding of Isaac, Jewish selection, Sinai, and, of course, the 
Messianic endpoint of history. Rosh Hashanah is both a somber day of judgement, but also a 
celebration of Divine majesty and religious glory.  
 
God is infinite and omnipresent, but His "status" on our planet, is dependent upon human 
decisions and the fluctuations of history. By vesting humans with free will, God abdicated 
control of His presence in this world, delivering to humans the opportunity to bolster or 
undermine that presence. Our historical Jewish mission is to draw God into our world, speak 
in His name, and hoist humanity to higher ground. Rosh Hashanah is the grand day of divine 
authority, human free will, and Jewish destiny.  
 
On this day of gravitas, with both trepidation and anticipation, we look toward the future and 
pray for prosperity and success. We dream of augmenting God, and moral spirit in this world. 
But we also look back upon the previous year: Which events over the past year have 
enhanced the presence of God in our world, and which events have diminished His 
presence? As the New Year commences, what is the "state of God" in our world? 
 
War and Peace 
The ongoing Russian invasion of the Ukraine has taken hundreds of thousands of lives, while 
also reviving dormant Cold war-era tensions. Worried about potential future wars, many 
European countries have undergone rapid weaponization, while other superpowers such as 
China are forging dangerous new alliances in pursuit of regional influence. Often, the world 
doesn’t realize that it is on a path to war and doesn't hear the drumbeats of war until it is too 
late. We are closer to large scale hostilities than at any point in the past thirty years. There is 
nothing romantic about war and it doesn’t represent the will of God who desires peace and 
accord between His creatures. We pray that the world shifts back toward amity and away 
from armed confrontation.  
 
AI  
We thought that the information revolution of the past 30 years, including the emergence of 
the internet and social media were the transformative revolutions of our generation. Little 
did we know that these events were merely the warm-up show to the main event- the 
emergence of Artificial Intelligence. The power to create machines that can mimic human 
intelligence, learn from data, and make decisions will radically alter our workplace, our 
culture and our fundamental definition of human identity. AI has been evolving for years, but 
this past year's debut of chatbots brought this revolution to the forefront.  
 
We know that AI will influence religious thinking, we just don’t know how. The past track 
record of the religious impact of scientific revolutions isn’t great. Galileo's 17th century 
announcement that the Earth didn’t stand at the center the universe shook the foundations 
of religious belief. Darwin's 19th century discovery of the evolution of species turned the world 
turned the world away from belief in a G-d who created the world.  
 
Though many religious people instinctively assume that technology erodes religious belief, it 
is inaccurate and dangerous to villainize technology as an enemy of religion. This pessimistic 
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view can become self-fulfilling prophecy. Is it possible that AI will enhance religious practice? 
Is it possible that it will make religious texts more accessible, allowing us to explore faith 
more deeply? Is it possible that AI will liberate us from tedious labor affording us greater time 
and resources for religious pursuits? Of course, it is also entirely possible that AI will 
challenge traditional ideas of soul and human immortality throwing into question 
fundamentals of belief.  
 
It is impossible to know how this technology will evolve but religious people better pay close 
attention. We are taking a blind leap into the great unknown. We trust that religion is 
durable enough and eternal enough to outlast any human innovations. We just need to find 
the answers. 
 
A Polarized and Angry world 
Our world is sharply polarized. Society has become radically split along politics, cultural, ethic, 
economic and gender lines.  Echoe chambers amplify pre-existing biases reaffirming our own 
narrow beliefs. Growing anxiety, as well as dissolving trust in public institutions encourage us 
to adopt "safe positions" rather than consider opposing viewpoints. Our world has become 
angrier, overconfident, and full of rage. This world of rage doesn’t reflect a compassionate 
and caring God. Let us pray that the world becomes more calm and more caring. That would 
be a more Godlike world.  
 
Social discord in Israel 
Israeli society has been fractured by public strife surrounding the proposed judicial reforms.  
This controversial issue has evoked darker divisions which, in the past, were suppressed by 
the larger issue of national security. The year of social discontent has highlighted the 
numerous fault lines of Israeli society. To survive, Israel must learn to better bridge between 
religious and secular, between Ashkenazim and Sephardim, between the wealthy elite and 
the common average-income citizenry, between universalists and nationalists and between 
those who adopt progressive politics and those who adhere to conservative models. We lazily 
refer to all these numerous divisions as "left" and "right" but these schisms do not always 
overlap and they are far more nuanced than simple stereotypical labels suggest. We could all 
gain by erasing the terms "left" and "right" from our vocabulary.  
 
A horrific and roundly condemned statement by a pro-reform activist demonstrated how far 
we have fallen and how much of our common narrative we are losing. Frustrated by what he 
perceived as Ashkenazi-led anti-reform protests he expressed his wish that the Nazis had 
murdered more European Jews. Though it was later retracted I can't get that horror out of 
my imagination. For the past 75 years the Holocaust and our security struggle each provided 
a common narrative to unify our country. Evidently, those narratives are fraying and in the 
absence of any common narrative we are becoming fractured by our differences.  
 
We are the people of G-d, meant to teach the world that He is a One God, responsible for 
everything. When we behave as "one" people we better reflect His oneness. When we are 
badly splintered, we less reflect his Oneness. Social strife in the land of Israel isn’t merely a 
social problem, it is a theological defect.  
 
Unfortunately, the social discord has alienated many secular Israelis from religion. Perhaps 
religious identification has increased in some sectors, but many secular Israelis have become 
more alienated. Regardless of who is to blame, this is painful development and religious 
people must take accountability for any decline of religion and faith.  
 
My revered mentor, Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein often cited a Talmudic passage cautioning a 
father against physically hitting his adolescent son, given the likelihood that the son would 
retaliate, strike the father and violate a sin. Though a father is instructed to discipline his 
child, he must also factor in the consequences of his son's reactions. Whether religious 
people are right or wrong is inconsequential. We have a lot of ground to make up.   
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Finally, the social strife has altered international perception of our state. It has emboldened 
our enemies who view this instability as a moment of weakness and an opportunity to attack 
us God forbid. The social strife has also diminished the alure of the state of Israel in the 
international arena. Over the past 30 years Israel has experienced phenomenal success in 
almost every sector of national interest. This led to a surge of respect for our country and its 
people. This surge culminated in the Isaac accords which were not adopted primarily as a 
gesture of peace but out of surging interest among our neighbors to align with our country 
and its successes. 
 
As we are God's people, when our allure rises God's presence similarly rises. Let us pray to find 
a way to construct bridges, and to restore our national unity. Let us hope that we continue to 
draw admiration from the international community, as they realize that it pays to align with 
the people of God.  
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