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SHABBAT NITZAVIM-VAYELECH  
22 ELUL 5783 - FRIDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2023 

 

 
IN THIS WEEK’S ISSUE: 

 
Letter from the President 

Torah Tidbits – Avi Segman  
From the Gush - Rav Moshe Taragin – 

Nitzavim Vayelech- Actually, Torah Is In the Heavens 
Reb Leor’s Riddle of the Week 

Hesder Bachurim arrive! 

 

Candle Lighting: 5:46pm 
Mincha: 5:55pm 

Drasha: R’ Mottel Krasnjanski  
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SHABBAT NITZAVIM-VAYELECH  
22 ELUL 5783 - FRIDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2023 

 Friday 
8 September 

22 Elul 

Shabbat 
9 September  

23 Elul 

Sunday 
10 September  

24 Elul 

Monday 
11 September  

25 Elul 

Tuesday 
12 September  

26 Elul 

Wednesday 
13 September  

27 Elul 

Thursday 
14 September  

28 Elul 

Friday 
15 September 
 ערב ראש השנה 

1. Beit Yehuda  2. Beit Yitzchak (Kehillat Ohr David)  3. Beit Midrash (Beit Haroeh Shabbat Morning) 4 . Bnei Akiva  5 . Elsternwick 6 . Midrashah  7 . Goldberger Hall 

Slichot to be followed 
immediately by Shacharit 

6:30am1; 7:00am2 
7:30am1 

7:30am1;  

9:30am1-4 
6:00am1 , 6.40am2 

7:00am1 
6:00am1 , 6.40am2 

7:00am1 
6:00am1 , 6.40am2 

7:00am1 
6:00am1 ,6.40am2 

7:00am1 
5.40am1 , 6.30am2 

6:00am1 , 6.40am2 

7:00am1 

Dawn 5:21am 5:19am 5:18am 5:16am 5:15am 5:13am 5:12am 5:10am 

Tallit & Tefillin 5:41am 5:40am 5:38am 5:37am 5:35am 5:34am 5:32am 5:31am 

Sunrise 6:33am 6:31am 6:30am 6:28am 6:27am 6:25am 6:24am 6:22am 

Sh'ma (גר״א) 9:25am 9:24am 9:23am 9:22am 9:21am 9:20am 9:19am 9:18am 

Earliest Mincha 12:48pm 12:47pm 12:47pm 12:47pm 12:47pm 12:46pm 12:46pm 12:46pm 

Plag HaMincha ( גר״א) 4:52pm 4:52pm 4:53pm 4:53pm 4:54pm 4:55pm 4:55pm 4:56pm 

Candle Lighting 5:46pm       5:52pm 

Mincha / Ma’ariv 5:55pm 5:35pm 5:55pm 5:55pm 5:55pm 5:55pm 5:55pm 6:00pm 

Sunset 6:04pm 6:05pm 6:05pm 6:06pm 6:07pm 6:08pm 6:09pm 6:10pm 

Night/Shabbat Ends 6:44pm 6:44pm 6:45pm 6:46pm 6:47pm 6:48pm 6:49pm 6:49pm 

Late Ma’ariv   10.00pm 10.00pm 10.00pm 10.00pm 10.00pm   

Selichot  12:17am 10.15pm 10.15pm 10.15pm 10.15pm 10.15pm  
 
 
 

DAF YOMI 
Via Zoom & in 

person 

Kiddushin 
26 

Kiddushin 
27 

Kiddushin 
28 

Kiddushin 
29 

Kiddushin 
30 

Kiddushin 
31 

Kiddushin 
32 

Kiddushin 
33 

8:15am  8:45am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 

SHIURIM 

 
 

 Reb Leor 
Broh 

9:00am 
R’ James 
Kennard  
9:30am7 
Drashot 

 R’ Dr. Alan 
Kimche1 

R’ Chezy Deren2 
 R’ Leor Broh3 

 Shabbat 
Afternoon 

Shiur  
R‘ James 
Kennard 
4:45pm 

 

Ramban 
Parasha Shiur 

with  
R’ Jonny Brull  

 8:00pm 
Students 
Gemara 

Kiddushin 
Shiur with  

R’ Jonny Brull  
 8:45pm 

 

Parasha Shiur 
with  

R’ Jonny Brull  
for Ladies 

9:30am 
Tzurba 

Communal 
Shiur  

R’ Jonny Brull 
7:30pm 

Sefer  
Ezra Shiur  

for Ladies with 
Dr. Michal 

Kaufman at 
the Lewis’s  

8:30pm   
Gemara Shiur 
with R’ Alan 
Kimche at 

8:30pm  

Lunch & Learn 
with R’ Jonson 

1:00pm 
Young Ladies 
Gemara Shiur 

(20’s-30’s) 
R’ Jonny Brull 

  7:45pm 
Gemara 

chabura for 
returnees 

from Shnat 
R' Jonny Brull 

 8:30pm 
Parsha 

HaShavua  
R’ Leor Broh  

 8:30pm   

“Following in 
the Footsteps of 

our Fathers”  
 11:00am 
 Gary’s 

Gemara Shiur 
 8:30pm 

 

Lunch & Learn 
Shiur @ L1 

Capital  
R’ Jonny Brull  

 1:00pm 
Moreh 

Nevuchim  
R’ Jonny Brull 

 7:30pm 
Advanced 

Halacha Shiur  
R’ Jonny Brull 

  8:30pm 
R' Chaim 

Brisker on the 
Rambam  
R’ Marcus 

Rosenberg 
 8:30pm  

 

 

MISHNAH  
YOMIT 

Taanit  
3:6-7 

Taanit  
3:8-9 

Taanit  
4:1-2 

Taanit  
4:3-4 

Taanit  
4:5-6 

Taanit  
4:7-8 

Megilah  
1:1-2 

Megilah  
1:3-4 

 
 
 

EVENTS 

 MizKids 
10:30am 

Bnei Akiva 
 4:30pm 
Seudah 
Shlishit 

David Prins 
Kumzits with 

Bnei Akiva, 
Isser Feiglin 

and Drasha by 
R’ Kimche 

Consecration 
in loving 

memory of 
Chaim  

Reuben  ע"ה 
(Father of Yigal 

Reuben)  
11am @ MCK 
Springvale  

    Molad for 
Tishrei 
5:49 (0 

chalakim) AM 

 
 
 

YAHRZEITS 

 

Harry Mainzer 
(Sister) 

Avi Paluch 
(Father) 

 

Sarah 
Jotkowitz 
(Father) 

 

  Eva Seidner 
(Father) 

 

R’ Hillel Bick 
(Mother) 

 

Fortuna 
Schachna 
(Mother) 
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MAZAL TOV to:   
Becca & Adam Blau on the birth of a baby girl. 
Mazal tov to her grandparents:  Gloria & Daniel Blau and Melissa & Zelman Lew.  
Mazal tov to her great grandmother: Mrs Gross. 
 
Rabbi Osher and Esti Gutnick on the birth of a baby girl. 
Mazal tov to her grandparents:  Rabbi Mordechai & Sara Gutnick and R' Yehuda and Bashi 
Levilev (Crown Heights). 
 
Jaid and Amir Esterman on birth of a baby son.  
Mazal tov to grandparents: Andrea & Bruce Esterman.  
Mazal tov to great grandmother: Eve Spitz. 
 
Eli Lipshatz and Lee Lazar on their engagement in Israel.  
Mazal Tov to their parents: Jeff & Atida Lipshatz and Ronit & Robbie Lazar (California). 
Mazel Tov to Eli’s grandfather: Les Feiglin. 
 
Adam Bierenkrant and Alona Jenshel on their engagement. 
Mazal Tov to their parents: Jackie & Ron Bierenkrant and Sally & Daniel Jenshel. 
Mazal Tov to their grandparents: Milan Bierenkrant, Ruth Paneth, Rosslyn Bancroft, Estelle & 
Max Dzienciol 
 
Happy Birthday to: 
Tamara Bruce, Raphael Epstein, Asher Epstein, Rabbi Ronnie Figdor, Joel Fixler, Rabbi 
Mordechai Gutnick, Ezra Joel, Paul Korbl, David Parasol, Moshe Tawil (HBD), Yonatan Tolub 
 
Bar Mitzvah Anniversaries: 
Izak Bierenkrant, Rabbi Ronnie Figdor, Sahar Gutman, Raoul Heinrichs, Joshua Isman, Paul 
Korbl, Moshe Tawil 
 
 
If you have an occasion or milestone event that you would like to be mentioned in Mizrachi Matters, please email it to 

office@mizrachi.com.au by 9:00am on Thursdays. 
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From the Gush - Rav Moshe Taragin 

Nitzavim Vayelech- Actually, Torah Is In the Heavens 
 

No one has ever been to Heaven and back…except for our greatest leader Moshe Rabeinu. 
Three times he ascended heaven to draw the word of Hashem down to a human audience. 
After two of these expeditions, he descended carrying sacred words engraved upon stony 
luchot. To heaven and back. 
 
As Moshe neared the end of his life, the nation began to doubt whether the word of Hashem 
could be acquired without a leader who could ascend to heaven.  Addressing these fears, 
Moshe reassured us that, even after his passing, the word of Hashem would still remain 
accessible.  Though the study and practice of the divine will seems intimidating, it can be 
attained through hard work and persistent study, even by mortals incapable of scaling the 
heavens. Moshe announced "Torah is not in the Heavens nor does it lie across the oceans" but 
is available to us " in our hearts and upon our tongues ". The knowledge of Hashem's word may 
seem distant or even unreachable, but it can be secured through diligence and commitment.   
 
Someone Hung It 
A midrash aptly captures Moshe's reassurance: two people walk into a large room and observe 
a piece of bread dangling from a high vaulted ceiling. The foolish person is overwhelmed, 
doubting his ability of ever reaching this hanging bread. The wise person, however, deduces 
that someone else must have discovered a route to hang this bread reasoning that “someone 
must have hung it there”. Whenever ability exists, methods can be devised.  
Religious excellence often feels daunting and frightening. By proclaiming that Torah isn’t in 
the Heavens, Moshe, informed us that the will of Hashem, though originating in Heaven, was 
delivered to Earth, and can be mastered by the humans who inhabit this planet.  
 
Rational Religion 
Centuries later, Moshe's statement, reformulated in a different context, became a foundational 
statement about the role of rationalism within Judaism. In the 1st century several tana’im were 
deeply engaged in an important halachik debate about the laws of tumah. The majority of the 
rabonim ruled against a minority opinion of Rabbi Eliezer, the Rebbe of Rebbi Akiva. To 
authenticate his minority position Rabbi Eliezer summoned supernatural miracles. He ordered 
the trees to levitate and the waters to flow backward, hoping to corroborate his shittah, against 
the majority. Unmoved by these signs, his colleagues firmly rejected any notion that 
supernatural omens could resolve a halachik machloket. Halacha, they affirmed, could only be 
arbitrated by human logic and rational analysis, not by paranormal input. In rejecting these 
miracles, the Rabonim invoked Moshe's original statement that Torah was no longer residing 
in the Heavens. Once Torah was delivered to the human realm it was not subject to mystic 
data and heavenly rulings. The interpretation of Hashem’s word, once inserted into the human 
domain, would be shaped by human analysis and rational inquiry of Hashem's word and not 
by heavenly prophecy.  
 
By issuing this iconic phrase, Moshe had originally intended to reassure an anxious nation that 
Torah was attainable even without superhuman voyages to Heaven. At this later stage, 
however, this famous expression became a motto about the rationality of Torah logic and of 
Judaism in general. 
 
Two Spheres  
The rationality of Torah analysis firmly anchored Jewish religious practice. Since the 
fundamentals of faith can never be empirically proven religion is a leap of faith. It is precisely 
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the lack of empirical proof which lends religion its passion and its fervor. Our deepest passions 
in life stem from our irrational dedication to ideas and people. When we suspend our ration 
and believe in something unprovable and larger than ourselves passion grows. Cynics of 
religion mock non-rational faith but believers celebrate the depth and resonance it lends our 
experience.  
 
However, since religion is founded on non-empirical faith it can become superstitious and 
random. As belief itself can't be proven, religious experience risks becoming haphazard and 
occult. Our belief that Torah isn’t in the heavens but subject to human analyses grounded 
Jewish practice and Jewish culture in reason and logic.  
 
Moreso, as a people who practiced a rational system of halacha we also applied our rational 
minds to the world around us.  We excelled in professions which demanded rational analysis. 
We spearheaded the development of science, technology, philosophy decode mysteries and 
applying newly discovered information to improve the human condition.  
 
Our rationalism also helped us wrestle with a hostile world. Facing constant historical setbacks, 
we didn’t sink into hollow despair but devised practical workaround solutions to our 
predicaments and disabilities. Our rational bent, derived from Moshe's proclamation that Torah 
isn’t in the Heavens created a sturdy and logical process of Jewish halacha and also generated 
a hardy rational-based Jewish culture, capable of surviving very difficult historical conditions.  
 
The Other Realm 
Yet, despite our rational bent we also occupied a second world, beyond human logic and 
beyond empiricism. We lived firmly grounded on Earth, but we also pondered Heaven. We 
trusted in a G-d that the human imagination could not possibly describe. Judaism was always 
a thrust into a different realm, beyond human experience and beyond human ration.  
 
Additionally, as we investigated our terrestrial world, we also acknowledged worlds above us, 
which lay beyond the ken of scientific tools of inquiry. The study of kabbalah helped us map 
worlds we could never see, but we knew existed. Even for those who didn’t actively study 
kabbalah the mere knowledge of upper realms stretched our experience beyond the affairs of 
this world thereby amplifying our lives. Our world wasn’t the only realm, it was merely the one 
we inhabited.  
 
We always strode delicately between these two realms. Following Moshe's assurances, we 
were confident that Torah was delivered to Earth and could be acquired by humans and 
analyzed by humans. We built a religious system and a national culture heavily based upon 
the foundations of ration. However, even while we lived on Earth, we never gave up the 
Heavens.  
 
Throughout our history, some Jewish communities tilted toward greater rationalism while 
others angled toward greater esoterism. However, we always straddled both worlds. The high 
and the low, the ration and the mystery. Anchored to our world we also knew how to transcend 
our world in search for Hashem. Though couldn’t climb mountains our spirit and religious 
hearts hiked to Heaven.  
 
Losing Transcendence 
Unfortunately, we are gradually losing transcendence. Judaism is becoming too grounded on 
Earth and is quickly losing altitude. In a hyper-empirical world refashioned by the scientific 
revolution religious rituals seem irrational to many who sadly have walked away from classic 
ritual behavior.  
 
However, even Orthodox jews who steadfastly maintain religious traditions and rituals have 
crafted a highly rational form of religious experience while deemphasizing the esoteric parts 
of religion. Too often, we justify faith and religion purely in “earthly” and human terms: religion 
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provides meaning, values, social welfare, familial bliss, shabbat respite, personal discipline, 
healthy relationships and tikun olam. All this may be true, but all these values are grounded in 
our world. We have clipped the wings of religion and rarely do we fly to heaven. In the words 
of Rebecca Goldstein (36 Arguments for the Existence of God) we are witnessing the “sad sight 
of human life untouched by transcendence”. 
 
This Rosh Hashanah let us recover some of that transcendence. Let us stop justifying Judaism 
solely because of the human benefits it provides. Let us stand before Hashem in service and in 
awe savoring our encounter with Him and his Higher wisdom. Let us transcend this world, 
even for a few days. Let us reach for the Heavens. Moshe came down, let us rise above.   
 

 
Reb Leor Broh 

Riddle for Nitzavim-Vayelech 
  
Riddles for Nitzavim-Vayelech 
  

1. Find 2 hints to the shofar in Parshat Nitzavim. 
 

2. In Vayelech, what action is mentioned twice in the same verse , with the same words? 
  
Riddle for last week (Ki Tavo)  
  
Find 3 words in a row whose initials spell the name of the letter "ש". 
 
Answer =     ם יְ -ק -וָ - ק נִקְרָא  שֵׁ
The initials of these 3 words spell the name of the letter “ש” (shin). 
 

They appear in the flowing verse :- 
ם יְ  י הָאָרֶץ כִי שֵׁ ק נִקְרָא עָלֶיךָ וְיָרְאוּ מִמֶךָ - וָ -ק -וְרָאוּ כׇּל־עַמֵׁ  

 
“And all the nations of the earth will see that the Name of Hashem 
is proclaimed upon you and will fear you.”  (28:10) 
 
The Baal HaTurim (28:10) explains that the phrase is referring to the nations seeing the ‘shin’ 
of the Tefillin . 
In  Menachot 35b,  Chazal explain that this phrase refers to the Tefillin Shel Rosh (Head 
Tefillin). The verse is telling us that the Head Tefillin will put fear in the hearts of our enemies 
because the Shechina (Divine Presence) rests upon one who is wearing that Tefillin.  
 
But why the head tefillin more than the arm tefillin ? 
 
Of the letters of Hashem’s Name י  - ד- ש  , two out of the three letters are in the head tefillin. 
The letter ש is embossed on the leather box of the head tefillin and the letter ד    is formed by 
the knot on its strap at the back of wearer’s head. 
The head tefillin therefore displays two of the three letters of His Name י  - ד- ש . 
The arm tefillin however, only contains the  י  formed by the knot on its strap.   
 Rashi on Menachot 35b and Torah Temima on the verse 28:10  (Tosfot offers an alternative 
explanation) 
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