MIZRACHI

MELBOURNE

SHABBAT NASO

IN THIS WEEK’S ISSUE:

From the Gush - Rav Moshe Taragin -
Never “Get Over It”
Reb Leor’s Riddle of the Week
Seudat Shlishit: Tzachi Megnagy, CEO of World Bnei Akiva

This week’s newsletter is generously sponsored by Sylvia & Lawrence Cher
in loving memory of Sylvia's mother,
Trudy Becher n7y nm ywins ma bo namn
whose Yahrzeit was this last Friday, 13 Sivan

Candle Lighting: 4:51pm
Mincha: 5:00pm
Drasha: R’ Mottel Krasnjanski
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or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MizrachiMelb
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Dear Members & Friends

Thank you to all who attended our wonderful Tikun Leil programs. A
special acknowledgement and thank you to all our speakers

and organisers. There was a wonderful atmosphere at 81 Balaclava Road
throughout the long Shavout night and that feeling flowed on to the rest
of Yom Tov where our shuls were full, especially with our young people.
MizKids and the Ice Cream party were also highlights.

| want to draw everyone's attention to the calendar/timetable on the next
page. The number and variety of shiurim and the range of Rabbis and
other scholars giving the shiurim is something of which we can be proud.
| encourage everyone to take advantage of these great opportunities to
engage in Torah learning.

Over the past few weeks there have been instances of damage to the
Kinder/Creche playground equipment. We request all parents to ensure
that their children only play in the front and rear grassed areas of the
campus.

Lastly, this week Bnei Akiva will kick off its Shnat programs for 2024 with
a visit from Tzachi Megnagy, CEO of World Bnei Akiva who will be
conducting information sessions together with Ari Fisher. Please see
below for details. Tzachi will also be our guest speaker at Seudah Shlishit.
Please come to hear him.

Shabbat Shalom

David Brykman
President
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The nation of Israel, in the land of Israel according to the Torah of Israel.




Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday
2 June 3June 4June 5June 6June 7 June 8 June 9 June
13 Sivan 14 Sivan 15 Sivan 16 Sivan 17 Sivan 18 Sivan 19 Sivan 20 Sivan
1. Beit Yehuda 2. Beit Yitzchak (Kehillat Ohr David) 3. Beit Midrash (Beit Haroeh Shabbat Morning) 4 .Bnei Akiva 5 .Elsternwick 6 .Midrashah 7 .Goldberger Hall
s h h 't 630am’ 7:30am" 8:00am’ 625am"7:00am? | 630am?7:00am? | 630am"7:00am? | 625am*7:00am? | 630am}7:00am?
achari 7:30am’ 9:30am™ 9:00am? 7:30am’ 7:30am’ 7:30am’ 7:30am’ 7:30am’
Dawn 6:15am 6:16am 6:16am 6:17am 6:18am 6:18am 6:19am 6:19am
Tallit & Tefillin 6:3lam 6:32am 6:32am 6:33am 6:33am 6:34am 6:34am 6:35am
Sunrise 7:27am 7:28am 7:28am 7:29am 7:30am 7:30am 7:31am 7:31am
Sh'ma (x”1) 9:52am 9:52am 9:53am 9:53am 9:53am 9:54am 9:54am 9:54am
Earliest Mincha 12:43pm 12:43pm 12:43pm 12:43pm 12:43pm 12:43pm 12:43pm 12:44pm
Plag HaMincha (x") 4:08pm 4:08pm 4:07pm 4:07pm 4:07pm 4:07pm 4:07pm 4:07pm
Candle Lighting 4:51pm 4:50pm
Mincha / Ma'ariv 5:00pm 4:40pm 4:55pm 4:55pm 4:55pm 4:55pm 4:55pm 4:55pm
Sunset 5:09pm 5:08pm 5:08pm 5:08pm 5:07pm 5:07pm 5:07pm 5:07pm
Night/Shabbat Ends 5:52pm 5:52pm 5:52pm 5:52pm 5:51pm 5:551pm 5:51pm 5:51pm
Late Ma'ariv 9:30pm 9:30pm 9:30pm 9:30pm 9:30pm
DAF YOMI Gitin 17 Gitin 18 Gitin 19 Gitin 20 Gitin 21 Gitin 22 Gitin 23 Gitin 24
Via Zoom &in
person 7:00pm 8:45am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am
R’ Leor Broh Ramban Parasha Shiur |[Lunch & Learn| “Followingin JLunch & Learn
9:00am Parasha Shiur with R’ Jonny Brull Jthe Footstepsoff Shiur @ L1
R‘'James with R’ Jonny Brull 1:00pm our Fathers” Capital
Kennard R'Jonny Brull| for Ladies | Young Ladies| 7 Morrice St R’ Dr. Alan
9:30am’ 8:00pm 9:30am Gemara Shiur 11:00am Kimche
Drashot Students Tzurba (20's-30's) Gary's 1:00pm
R’ Dr.Alan Gemara Communal | R’ Jonny Brull | Gemara Shiur Moreh
Kimche' Kiddushin | Shiur for Men 7:45pm 8:30pm Nevuchim
SH|UR|M R'Chezy Deren?| Shiur with R’ Jonny Brull Gemara Shulchan R’ Jonny Brull
) R'Leor Broh® | R’ Jonny Brull 7:30pm chabura for | Aruch Shiur 7:30pm
Shabbat 8:45pm Sefer returnees R'Jonny Brull| Advanced
Afternoon Ezra Shiur from Shnat 8:45pm Halacha Shiur
Shiur for Ladies with| R' Jonny Brull R’ Jonny Brull
R’ James Dr. Michal 8:30pm 8:30pm
Kennard Kaufman at Parsha R' Chaim
3:50pm the home of HaShavua Brisker on the
Fortuna R’ Leor Broh Rambam
Schachna 8:30pm R’ Marcus
8:30pm Parsha Deep Rosenberg
Gemara Shiur | Dive Shiur 8:30pm
with R' Dr. Eddy Lichtig
Alan Kimche 8:45pm
8:30pm
M ISH NAH Yoma Yoma Yoma Yoma Yoma Yoma Yoma Yoma
YOMIT 33-4 3:5-6 3:7-8 3:9-10 311-41 4:2-3 4:4-5 4:6-5:1
MizKids Holy Bagel Chill n Cholent
10:30am 9:00am 9:30pm
Bnei Akiva
4:00pm
Seudah
EVENTS Shlishit
Tzachi
Megnagy
Horim
V'Yeladim
6:45pm
Sylvia Cher |Renata Gilbert,|Michelle Rubin| Leslie Jaffe Esther Fixler |Max Jotkowitz
(Mother) Ruth Gershov, (Father) (Father) (Mother) (Mother)
YAHRZEITS Eva Slonim, Elaine Bloch- Mark Leibler
Rosanna Jaffe (Father)
Leibler, Hanna (Husband)
Friedman Danny, Morry
o | (Father) & Alan
Ronnie Judah Schwartz
(Mother) (Mother)
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MAZAL TOV - we wish a hearty Mazal Tov
to:

Orit Nechama Belkin & Naji Sassoon Tilley on
their recent wedding in Israel.

Mazal tov to their parents: Adele Winter,
Gregory Belkin and Liza & Kenny Tilley

Happy Birthday:
Saturday: Benji Jones, Daniel Braver, Debbie
Zimmermann
Sunday: Zalman Rosenblum
Monday: Elaine Bloch-Jaffe
Wednesday: Tami Dodge
Friday: Abe Winter

Wedding Anniversaries:
Saturday: Jennifer & Peter Wein, Vivienne & David
Waysman
Monday: Etty & Adam Rosenblum, Rosanna & Mark
Leibler

Bar Mitzvah Anniversaries:
Joel Epstein, Benjamin Jones, Gabriel Lefkowitz

If you have an occasion or milestone event that you
would like to be mentioned in Mizrachi Matters,
please email it to office@mizrachi.com.au by 9:00am
on Thursdays.
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Yeshivat Har Etzion rxy a0 nawe
From the Gush - Rav Moshe Taragin
Never “Get Over It"
"Let the stranger praise you, but not your
own mouth'". This proverb from Mishlei
implies that often, outsiders, are better
able to distill the virtues which we
ourselves, take for granted. Ironically, it is
oftentimes hateful and antisemitic slander
which reminds us of the deeper qualities of
Jewish identity.

A few weeks ago, Rudy Giuliani, the former
mayor of New York City, ridiculed
observance of Passover. Contemptuously,
he mocked that "it [Pesach] happened over
3000 years ago..get over it".

Despite his malicious scorn, Rudy is
absolutely right, and, of course, absolutely
wrong. Yetziat Mitzrayim did occur over
3000 years ago, but we can't “get over it”,
nor for that matter, do we ever want to "get
over it".

We call this inability to "get over it" by a
different name. We call this distinctively
Jewish trait "historical consciousness". We
don't live in a historical vacuum but are
tethered both to the past generations as
well as to a long lineage of future people
we will never meet. As Elie Weisel once
observed "Jews are born old". Most of us
can trace our yichus genealogy to four or
five previous generations, despite the
horrific interval of the Holocaust. Many of
us carry names of ancestors we never met,
but whose stories we retell and whose lives
inspire our own. Beyond our genealogical
familiarity, we are also coupled to our past
through the great people whose works we
study, whose ideas elevate us, and whose
heroism shapes our lives.

Yomim tovim connect us with our glorious
past. We celebrate the very same chagim
which past generations observed, and in
almost the same exact fashion. For us,
chagim don’'t commemorate archaic
events which happened "over 3000 years
ago". For someone with historical
consciousness, these epic events
"happened" last year, and they "happened"
fifty years ago to our parents, and they will
keep on happening, every year, in the very
same manner and on the exact same date.

Napoleon didn't laugh

Rudy Giuliani scoffed at our historical
consciousness, but Napoleon stood in awe.
Walking by a synagogue, he heard men
wailing in a foreign language. Inquiring
about the odd sounds, he was informed
that on Tisha b'av Jews were grieving for
their lost mikdash. In response to his
inquiry as to how long ago this tragedy
occurred, he was informed that the
calamity causing all this ruckus occurred
over 1800 years earlier. Fascinated with our
collective memory he remarked "A nation
that can mourn for so long the loss of its
land and temple, will return one day to
their land and see it rebuilt". Within 150
years, his prophecy partially materialized.
No too long after Napoleon's First Republic
of France fell, we rebuilt our own history. It
is likely that some of the descendants of
those wailing French Jews who lay
crumpled on the floor, currently walk with
pride in the land of Israel.
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| was recently asked which Jewish subject
is most neglected in American Orthodox
chinuch. As a Rabbi, | was probably
expected to highlight an area of talmud
torah study which is deficient, and whose
study should be bolstered. | replied that
the topic of Jewish history was
insufficiently instructed in school
curriculums. In the absence of any
historical framing, mitzva observance can
become lethargic and can, eventually, wilt
under social and cultural pressures. A
historical context lends backdrop, texture,
and spirit to religious practice. Additionally,
historical consciousness provides
numerous building blocks for religious
success.

Timeless Values

Culture, customs, and human conduct are
always in flux, and, as social standards
fluctuate, cardinal values tend to fade.
Judaism enshrines fundamental and
immutable values which are impervious to
the ebb and flow of time. Our core values,
divinely delivered and therefore
unassailable, are all riveted to holidays, and
our observance of these holidays reinforces
the timelessness of these beliefs. Pesach
underscores divine sovereignty, human
liberty, and Jewish destiny. Shavuot
confirms that an entire nation heard the
directly revealed voice of Hashem, while
embracing a life of commandment and
covenant. Sukkot demonstrates both
divine providence for individuals as well as
divine authorship of history. On Rosh
Hoshana we submit to divine justice while
accepting moral accountability. Yom
Kippur reminds a fallen person that
Hashem is compassionate and offers
teshuva and forgiveness. Historical holidays
reinforce core religious values, preventing
their slow but gradual erosion. Historical
consciousness reminds us that, despite the
pressures of society, we possess eternal
values, which remain immune to the
ravages of time and culture.

Belonging

We are social animals, but sadly, we often
sever ourselves from relationships and
from community, sinking into the dark
abyss of individualism and loneliness. As

the modern world expands, we are
becoming ever more lonely. We exchange
information at breakneck speed, but we
are quickly losing the art of
communication, and when communication
fails, we "unbelong" and sink into solitude.
Historical consciousness connects us to a
multi-generational community and
redeems us from the loneliness of
unbelonging. We live alongside
generations of people of shared values and
of common destiny.

Ironically, belonging to a historical
community often strengthens affiliation
with actual contemporary communities.
Ideally, life is Israel is patterned upon this
correlation between historical
commitment and live communal
experience. As we are all living through a
common historical narrative, and one
which we share with our past, we feel, or
should feel, a deeper identification with
one another. Belongingness is contagious.

We are not meant to live alone. Halachot
such as kosher restrictions, minyan
requirements and shemirat Shabbat all
encourage clustered living. Historical
awareness, and in particular, communal
chagim reinforce these communal bonds
which ritual establishes. Belonging to
something larger than ourselves boosts
happiness and well-being, while
strengthening faith.

Mortality and Meaning

We are all haunted by our mortality.
Everything we accomplish and everything
we build in our limited time on earth will
ultimately fade to dust. We all hear Shlomo
Hamelech's gloomy voice whispering that
man is futile, and his accomplishments are
empty. What possible meaning can our
limited lives possess? Without any
meaning, life is empty, and we struggle for
identity and for purpose.

In part, we transcend the limits of our
mortality by incorporating our own lives
into a larger historical partnership. We are
partners in a larger historical project called
Jewish history, and each brick we lay
serves as the foundation for future brick
layers. Together, with laborers of the past,
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we jointly craft Jewish history. The edifice
may not be completed by the time we
leave this earth, but our lives have acquired
worth and purpose. As they catapult future
generations to loftier heights, our
accomplishments are never pointless.
Historical consciousness responds to
Shlomo's charge that all human
achievement is vacant, by reassuring us
that nothing is vacant when aligned with
the arc of Jewish history.

Lives of Accountability

Living in history also makes us more
accountable to history. It is easy to detect
the ripple effects of past generations. We
benefit from their successes just as we
suffer from their malfunctions. The past
2000 years of galus have been an
agonizing nightmare instigated by the
religious collapse of previous generations.
The past has carved out the present.

The future holds similar expectations for us.
Historical accountability forces us to
inspect our behavior and to make decisions
based on long term factors. This is
especially true in Israel where our decisions
will affect all future generations of Jews.
Modern culture encourages the deflection
of personal responsibility, but historical
consciousness mandates lives of
accountability. Accountability forces us to
behave with conscience, selflessness, and
vision.

The secret of Jewish faith is that we never
get over the past. We continue to create a
past for the future.

RIDDLE OF
THE WEEK

Reb Leor Broh

Riddle for Nasso

Find three verses in a row that contain, 15
letters, 20 letters and 25 letters in that
order.

Riddle for last week (Shavuot)

What connections are there between the
number 606 and the Yom Tov of Shavuot?

Answer =

At the Giving of the Torah at Mt Sinai, we
received 613 Mitzvos, which is 606 more
than all the other nations who only have
the 7 Noahide Commandments.

This is also one of the reasons that many
shules read the book of nn  (Ruth) on
Shavuot as her name has the numerical
value of 606, hinting to her taking upon
herself a further 606 Mitzvot in addition to
her 7 Mitzvot that she had before
becoming Jewish, similarly to us at Mattan
Torah.

(Sources: Birkei Yosef and Vilna Gaon)

The earliest time for bringing Bikkurim (the
firstly ripened fruits of the 7 species of
Eretz Yisrael) was from Shavuot onwards.
There was an additional Mitzvah for the
person bringing the fruits to make a
declaration as mentioned in Parshat Ki
Tavo.

In the Sefer HaChinuch, this declaration is
Mitzvah number 606.
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Tzachi Megnagy : elj

4 Pl

CEO of World Bnei Akiva

Former CEO of Heichal Shlomo, the center of
Jewish heritage

Founder of the Jewish Journey educational tourism
company

Educator for Poland Jewish tours and Israel tours
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Beha’alotcha

Why/Does OnlyPesachDeserve a -
Make-Up/Day?

Tuesday Nights, 8:45 pm

In the Beisiwith|Eddy/Lichtig
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SHNAT 2024

Melbourne Presentations

2024 BNEI SHNAT
INFO NIGHT

SUNDAY
JUNE 4TH AT 7:00PM
IN THE GOLDBERGER
HALL

YEAR 12 CHANICHIM & THEIR
PARENTS ENCOURAGED TO

SUN MON TUES WED THU FRI SHABBAT

28th 29th 30th 3ist Tst June 2nd 3d

ATTEND Sth 6th
SPEAKERS FOR EACH
PROGRAM
L. 120h 13th
LOGISTICS
FINANCIALS
18th 19th 20th

Q& A

25th 26th 27th Tst July

GUSH, ERETZ, HAROVA, MACHON MAAYAN & LIMMUD

NEAKVA -\ WORLD BNEI AKIVA.
LIMMUD 2024 MTA 2024

ISRAEL FOR A YEAR. PREPARATION FOR LIFE. ASRAEL FOR A YEAR. PREPARATION FOR LIFE.

AUTHENTIC TORAH LEARNING & LIFESTYLE - VOLUNTEERING
KIBBUTZ - TIYULIM - SEMINARS - ISRAEL DISCOVERY
POLAND JOURNEY - LEADERSHIP TRAINING
AND SO MUCH MORE!

A Hachshara Year program of World Bnei Akiva & A Hachshara Year program of World Bnei Akiva &
masa von

www.worldbneiakiva.org/limmud www.worldbneiakiva.org/MTA st
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