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This week’s newsletter is generously sponsored by PLEASE NOTE: ONE MINYAN ONLY FRIDAY NIGHT
Adrienne Kraus and Family in loving memory of her father Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbat & Ma’ariv: 7:00pm
Early Candle Lighting: 7:15 — 7:20pm
n’y q91’ ]3 ’bnsj Later Candle Lighting: 8:19pm
on his 60t Yartzeit this Monday, 8 Shvat Drasha: R’ Mottel Krasnjanski
To take place in Beit Yehuda
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
27 January 28 January 29 January 30 January 31 January 1 February 2 February 3 February
5 Shvat 6 Shvat 7 Shvat 8 Shvat 9 Shvat 10 Shvat 11 Shvat 12 Shvat
1. Beit Yehuda 2. Beit Yitzchak (Kehillat Ohr David) 3. Beit Midrash (Beit Haroeh Shabbat Morning) 4 . Bnei Akiva 5. Elsternwick 6 . Midrashah 7 .Goldberger Hall
. 7:00am? 7:30am® 6:20am* 6:30am? 6:30am? 6:20am? 6:30am*
Shacharit 8:00am*
7:30am? 9:30am?*? 7:00am?; 7:30am? | 7:00am?; 7:30am? | 7:00am?; 7:30am?! | 7:00am?; 7:30am? | 7:00am?; 7:30am?
Dawn 5:16am 5:17am 5:18am 5:19am 5:20am 5:22am 5:23am 5:24am
Tallit & Tefillin 5:29am 5:30am 5:31am 5:33am 5:34am 5:36am 5:37am 5:38am
Sunrise 6:28am 6:29am 6:30am 6:31am 6:32am 6:34am 6:35am 6:36am
ISh'ma (x”1) 10:00am 10:00am 10:01am 10:02am 10:02am 10:03am 10:03am 10:04am
Earliest Mincha 2:09pm 2:09pm 2:09pm 2:09pm 2:09pm 2:09pm 2:09pm 2:09pm
Plag HaMincha (x”1) 7:09pm 7:08pm 7:08pm 7:07pm 7:06pm 7:06pm 7:05pm 7:04pm
Early Mincha/Maariv| 7:00pm 6:55pm
Early Shabbat Candles | 7:15 —7:20pm 7:10-7:15pm
Candle Lighting 8:19pm 8:13pm
Mincha / Ma’ariv 8:05pm 6:55pm 6:55pm 6:55pm 6:55pm 6:55pm
Sunset 8:37pm 8:37pm 8:36pm 8:35pm 8:34pm 8:33pm 8:32pm 8:31pm
Night/Shabbat Ends 9:22pm 9:21pm 9:20pm 9:19pm 9:19pm 9:18pm 9:16pm 9:15pm
Late Ma’ariv NOT TONIGHT 9:30pm 9:30pm 9:30pm 9:30pm
DAF YOMI Nazir 4 Nazir 5 Nazir 6 Nazir 7 Nazir 8 Nazir 9 Nazir 10 Nazir 11
Via ;::_’s:‘n& in 8:15am 7:05pm 8:45am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am
R’ Leor Broh Netziv Parasha Lunch & Learn “Following in the Lunch & Learn
9:00am Shiur with Shiur Footsteps of our |Shiur @ L1 Capital
R’James Kennard R’ Jonny Brull R’ Jonny Brull Fathers” 1:00pm
9:30am’ 9:30am 1:00pm 7 Morrice Street | Moreh Nevuchim
Drashot Tzurba Communal| Parsha HaShavua | /n recess until Feb |with R’ Jonny Brull
SH | U RIM R‘James Kennard’| Shiur with Shiur Gary’s Gemara 7:30pm
Shabbat R’ Jonny Brull R’ Leor Broh Shiur Advanced Halacha
Afternoon Shiur 8:30pm 8:30pm 8:30pm Shiur
R’ James Ladies Sefer by R’ Jonny Brull
Kennard Daniel Shiur 8:30pm
7:00pm In recess until Feb
Daf Yomi Shiur
with R’
Kasnjanski
7:05pm
MISHNAH Eruvin Eruvin Eruvin Eruvin Eruvin Eruvin Eruvin Eruvin
YOMIT 1:3-4 1:5-6 1:7-8 1:9-10 2:1-2 2:3-4 2:5-6 3:1-2
Seudah Shlishit
EVENTS David Brykman
Dina Abigail Cooper | Norberto Iszak | Adrienne Kraus Harry Wenig Karen Diamond
Goldschlager (Father) (Father) (Father) (Father) (Father)
YAHRZEITS (Mother) Frankie Savicky Mary Feldman Ely Schachna
Ron (Father) (Mother) (Father)
Goldschlager Eva Goldberg
(Brother) (Father)

Mizrachi Matters can now be found on the Mizrachi website at http://mizrachi.com.au/mizrachi-matters/
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MizrachiMelb



http://mizrachi.com.au/mizrachi-matters/
https://www.facebook.com/MizrachiMelb

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to

Efraim & Tsipora Figdor (Israel)
on the birth of their daughter
Mazal tov to her grandparents: Zlata Leah & Moshe Leah Ordentlich (Ramot
Gimmel) and Malka & Shimon Figdor (Kiryat Sefer)
Mazal tov to her great-grandmother: Ruth Figdor

Shira & R’ Jonny Brull
on the birth of their son.
Mazal tov to his grandparents: Danielle & David Brull (UK)
and Lisa & Rob Zenilman (Israel)
Mazal tov to his great grandparents: Sandra & Philip Samuels (UK)
and Sheila Brull (Israel)

BAR / BAT MITZVAH ANNIVERSARIES:

Max Jotkowitz, Joshua Gurgiel, Daniel Wein, Lawrence Cher, Robbie Reisner,
Shimi Fixler, Chaim Kingsley, Adam Bierenkrant, Mark Fagenblat, Eitan Rosen,
Gilad Lowinger

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:

Monday: Danya Cohen, Leah Waller, Reuben Wein (HBD)
Tuesday: Nicole Lefkovits, Ortal Kaufman, Ariel Kaufman
Wednesday: Chana Shafir, Gabi Cher
Friday: lan Waller, Noa Strum, Sue Boltin

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES:

Thursday: Avital & Marc Seifman

If you have an occasion or milestone event that you would like to be mentioned in Mizrachi Matters,
please email it to office@mizrachi.com.au by 12:00pm on Thursdays
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Yeshivat Har Etzion ¥y 10 nawe
Rav Moshe Taragin
From the Gush
Bo: Ask, Don’t Tell

The night had finally arrived. After centuries of persecution and brutal tyranny the night
of our liberation was finally here. Moshe hastily delivered divine instructions for this
dramatic evening of independence. To transform this evening into the anniversary of
Jewish identity, ceremonies and rituals were necessary. That night in Egypt, the first
seder was conducted, and since then, every annual Pesach seder across the globe and
across time has recreated that epic night of Jewish nationhood.

In addition to observing rituals such as the Pesach sacrifice, and the unleavened matzo
bread, we were also instructed to solicit gold, silver and linens from our Egyptian
“friends” and neighbors. Oddly, these essential materials were supplied by our former
Egyptian nemeses rather than directly by Hashem Himself. In a mere few days, Hashem
would deliver daily bread from Heaven and would draw sweet drinking water from desert
boulders. He could have easily supplied us with gold and silver from supernatural desert
guarries or furnished linens from passing desert caravans. Yet, for some reason, on the
eve of the great Exodus, despite all the frantic activity, we were expected to solicit these
gifts from our Egyptian "friends".

Enemies Become Audiences

Our relationship with the rank-and-file Egyptian citizenry was undergoing a remarkable
transformation. For two centuries we had been persecuted, dehumanized, and depicted
as a sub-race of slaves, unworthy of freedom or dignity. After a yearlong cycle of
supernatural plagues, punishing Egypt but completely bypassing the Jewish population, it
became clear that we were favored by a Higher being. Moshe was fast evolving into a
national celebrity and Jewish popularity surged. By the night of the actual Exodus, most
of the Egyptian population was strongly in favor of releasing the Jewish slaves. Egypt
wasn’t being defeated, it was being slowly persuaded.

Education, Not Defeat

Our Exodus from Egypt was more than just a political revolution or an emancipation of
slaves. The Exodus was a religious revolution introducing Hashem to the ancient pagan
imagination. This night was the grand debut of monotheism in a world darkened by
pagan superstition and persecuted by human brutality. Knowledge of Hashem would first
spread through Egypt, the cradle of ancient civilization, and, eventually, would circulate
throughout the Mediterranean basin. For two centuries the average Egyptian was a



willing accomplice in the heinous crimes of human slavery, but, at this point, they began
to appreciate Hashem and respect His chosen people. They weren’t defeated as much as
they were converted.

Requesting gold and clothing from the Egyptians assured that they would be
psychologically invested in our journey and in our welfare. By donating these necessities,
the Egyptians would view themselves as sponsors of our trip to Israel and as underwriters
of our national project. In their minds, our journey would become their journey, allowing
our discovery of Hashem to influence their cultural evolution.

Evidently, this tactic was successful as, over the next 900 years, Egypt remained a staunch
ally of the Jewish state formed by their former slaves. Shlomo Hamelech married an
Egyptian princess, and although his marriage was sharply criticized, it reflected the
overall warm diplomatic relations between the two empires. One of the Egyptian Pharos
donated large tracts of land he had conquered in Israel, to what would become an
immense Jewish palace complex. In the end of the First mikdash era, Jews fled to Egypt
for safe haven from the raiding Babylonian mercenaries. Beginning with its founding in
the 3™ century BCE, Alexandria became a leading Jewish population center, as Egypt, in
general, hosted Jewish communities for over 2300 years.

On this night we didn’t extinguish our enemies but inspired them to collaborate with us
in our great project of human history and religion.

Revenge is Dark

Soliciting these materials from the Egyptians also assured that the newly freed slaves
wouldn’t commit spiteful crimes of retribution toward their former oppressors. Typically,
the overthrow of political systems are violent events as years of pain and suffering lead
to vicious revenge attacks against the previous oppressors. There was a real danger that
the night of the Exodus would turn into a bloodbath, as angry slaves rampaged
throughout Egypt, butchering lives and looting homes. To preempt retaliatory violence,
we were directed to kindly request provisions rather than violently seizing them.
Soliciting gifts prevented darker and more violent forces from emerging.

In fact, Hashem never actually commanded us to solicit these materials, but rather,
requested of us to procure these materials. By not imposing His authority upon us, He set
an example that we shouldn’t unilaterally impose our newly attained authority upon the
Egyptians. From a legal standpoint, we were owed substantial wages for two centuries of
manual labor, yet these reparations were voluntarily handed over, rather than forcefully
confiscated.

It is always preferable to achieve results through joint measures rather than through
unilateral imposition. Furthermore, acting with brute force and without agreement,
cultivates aggressive tendencies in our own personalities and corrodes our relationships.
It is always tempting to wield power to quickly and effortlessly achieve our goals, but this



approach rarely ends well for either party. Agreement is always preferable to force, both
in politics and in our personal lives.

Politics of Extinction

Many modern democracies have degenerated into the politics of retaliation. Severe
political polarization has eroded the spirit of collaboration, creating a culture of
victimhood in which the minority feels aggrieved by the policies of the majority. When
the victimized minority ultimately regains power, it quickly abolishes previous policies
and unilaterally imposes its own agendas, without securing larger social consensus. Each
camp looks to “extinguish” their political enemies rather than to build unity and accord.
In Israel, we are currently experiencing a wave of retaliatory politics, as a new
government, which had felt victimized by the previous one, looks to rapidly reform the
judicial system and to overhaul the policies of law enforcement. The current government
feels aggrieved by the policies of the past administration, and feels morally justified in
unilaterally correcting those injustices and unfair policies.

Without debating the merits or demerits of these new policies, one thing is clear: this
form of unilateral imposition erodes social unity. In the short term, it may appear
advantageous to the current majority, but in the long term, it is counterproductive, as
large sectors of the population feel dispossessed of a sense of shared national enterprise.
Sidelining sectors of the population incites anger and invites future cycles of political
retaliation. Additionally, people who feel deprived of their voice are unlikely to
contribute to the common good of society. In the long term no one benefits, not even
those currently in power.

A Culture of Triumph

Not only do these tactics create social division, but they also set unhealthy examples for
individual behavior. What happens in the political arena trickles down to personal
behavior. Verbal aggression by politicians will always lead to a more hostile and violent
social interactions. Similarly, triumphalism in the political sphere will inspire copycat
behavior and the unhealthy use of authority and force in our relationships. Tactics which
celebrate the use of power, rather than aiming for consensus will yield a society which
respects power rather than honoring cooperation. Societies and communities built upon
power are not healthy.

A Bad Image for Religion

Imposing religious policies is particularly corrosive to religion itself. Religious Jews
desperately seek a religious society, but legislation of religion can be counterproductive
in the long term. There may be certain national "spaces" such as Shabbat, kashrut or
marriage which require legislation to preserve the Jewish nature or identity of our public
state. However, widespread imposition of religion can boomerang.



While religious Jews appreciate that serving Hashem enhances the human experience,
secular Jews don’t always see it that way. Sadly, religion is widely viewed as restrictive of
human freedom and obstructive of individual expression. Religious Jews must
demonstrate the beauty and dignity of a life of divine commandment and moral
commitment. Imposing religion exacerbates negative associations with religion and
poisons public attitudes about religion. Legislation can secure and enrich our own
religious experience, but it will not inspire a broad spectrum of the Jewish population
toward the beauty of religion.

Ask don’t tell. It usually is more successful in the long term. So it was in Egypt and so it
has been throughout history.



BNEI AKIVA INVITES PARENTS, CHANICHIM,
MADRICHIM & THE WIDER COMMUNITY TO JOIN US
FOR

KABBALAT
SHABBAT

TO FAREWELL SHEVET DOROT AND
WELCOME BACK SHEVET HINENI

FRIDAY 27TH JANUARY
7:00PM @ THE BNEI MAON
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SEDER TU

B'SHVAT
VIV VO VTO

Please join us for the annual
Seder Tu B'Shvat in memory of the
late Malcolm Slonim

SUNDAY 5 FEBRUARY

at 7:15pm
Goldberger Hall

Sponsored by Sonia Slonim & Family



LEIBLER
YAVNEH
COLLEGE

Yavneh
Scholarship

Leibler Yavneh College is pleased to offer a limited number of
academic scholarships awarded to students entering Years 7, 9
or11in 2024.

Register for the scholarship exam no later than Monday 20
February 2023 at yavneh.vic.edu.au/scholarships

You must be in Years 6, 8 or 10 in 2023 to be eligible for an
academic scholarship. Exam date: 26 February 2023

To seek further information on any of our scholarships or how
to apply, please contact our Enrolments Administrator at
enrolments@yavneh.vic.edu.au or (03) 9528 4911.
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