
 
 

Mizrachi Matters can now be found on the Mizrachi website at http://mizrachi.com.au/mizrachi-matters/  
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MizrachiMelb 

MIZRACHI MATTERS 
PARSHAT YITRO  

Friday 21 January (19 Shevat) 
Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbat & Ma’ariv:  7:00pm1, 2 

Early Candle Lighting:  7:20-7:25pm 
Later Candle Lighting:  8:26pm 

 

 Friday 
21 January 
19 Shevat 

Saturday 
22 January 
20 Shevat 

Sunday 
23 January  
21 Shevat 

Monday 
24 January 
22 Shevat 

 

Tuesday 
25 January 
23 Shevat 

Wednesday 
26 January 
24 Shevat 

Thursday 
27 January 
25 Shevat 

Friday 
28 January 
26 Shevat 

A MASK COVERING NOSE AND MOUTH IS REQUIRED.  REGISTRATION / QR CODING IS MANDATORY FOR ATTENDANCE AT ALL MIZRACHI SERVICES 

1. Beit Yehuda  2. Beit Yitzchak (Kehillat Ohr David)  3. Beit Midrash (Beit Haroeh Shabbat Morning) 4 . Bnei Akiva  5 . Elsternwick 6 . Midrashah  7 . Goldberger Hall 

Shacharit 
6:30am1 

7:30am1 
7:30am1;   

 9:30am1,2 
8:00am1  

6:20am1 

7:30am1 
6:30am1 

7:30am1 
8:00am1 

6:20am1 

7:30am1 
6:30am1 

7:30am1 
Dawn 5:09am 5:10am 5:11am 5:13am 5:14am 5:15am 5:16am 5:17am 
Tallit & Tefillin 5:21am 5:22am 5:23am 5:25am 5:26am 5:27am 5:29am 5:30am 
Sunrise 6:21am 6:22am 6:23am 6:25am 6:26am 6:27am 6:28am 6:29am 
Sh'ma (גר״א) 9:55am 9:56am 9:57am 9:58am 9:58am 9:59am 10:00am 10:00am 
Earliest Mincha 2:08pm 2:08pm 2:08pm 2:08pm 2:08pm 2:08pm 2:09pm 2:09pm 
Mincha / Ma’ariv 7:00pm 8:10pm 6:55pm 6:55pm 6:55pm 6:55pm 6:55pm 7:00pm 
Plag HaMincha (גר״א) 7:11pm 7:11pm 7:11pm 7:10pm 7:10pm 7:09pm 7:09pm 7:08pm 
Sunset 8:41pm 8:41pm 8:40pm 8:39pm 8:39pm 8:38pm 8:37pm 8:37pm 
Night/Shabbat Ends 9:27pm 9:26pm 9:25pm 9:25pm 9:24pm 9:23pm 9:22pm 9:21pm 
*Please note:  Late Ma’ariv will resume on Sunday 30 January 
 

DAF YOMI 
Via Zoom & in 

person 

Moed Katan 9 Moed Katan 10 Moed Katan 11 Moed Katan 12 Moed Katan 13 Moed Katan 14 Moed Katan 15 Moed Katan 16 

8:15am 10:00pm  
(zoom only) 8:45am 8:15am 8:15am 8:45am 8:15am 8:15am 

SHIURIM 
 

 
 

 Reb Leor Broh 
9:00am3 
Drashot 

Reb Leor Broh1  
R’ Jonny Brull2  

R’ James 
Kennard  
9:30am7 
R’ James 
Kennard  
7:05pm1 

 

“Understanding 
Rashi”.  Striving for 

a deeper 
understanding of 
each comment of 
Rashi in the Torah 
R' James Kennard 
Resumes 6 Feb 

 

Ramban on the 
Torah Shiur for 
ladies with R’ 
Jonny Brull 

9:30am 
Moreh Nevuchim 
with R’ Jonny Brull 

7:30pm 
Tzurba Communal 

Shiur  
R’ Jonny Brull  

8:30pm 
Ladies Tanach 

Shiur  
Dr. Michal Kaufman  

In Recess 

Lunch & Learn 
Shiur with  

R’ Jonny Brull  
1:00pm 

Parsha HaShavua 
Shiur  

R’ Leor Broh 
8:30pm 

Rav Chaim 
Soloveichik of 

Brisk’s 
commentary on 

the Rambam 
R’ Marcus 
Rosenberg 
In Recess 

Gary’s Gemara 
Shiur  

8:30pm 
 

  

MISHNAH 
YOMIT 

Berachot  
9:3-4 

Berachot 9:5 - 
Peah 1:1 

Peah  
1:2-3 

Peah  
1:4-5 

Peah  
1:6-2:1 

Peah  
2:2-3 

Peah  
2:4-5 

Peah  
2:6-7 

 
 
 
 

EVENTS  

 Seudah Shlishit 
Dr. Dean Harris 

 

Consecration in 
loving memory of:  

 

Sima Alter  
(mother of Sam Alter) 
11am Springvale 

  Public Holiday  
Office Closed 

 

  

 
 
 
 

YAHRZEITS 

 Eva Menahem & 
Lynette 

Schachna  
(Mother) 

Helen Steg  
(Mother) 

Michael Bruce 
(Father) 

 

 George & Robert 
Lowinger  
(Mother) 

 

Geoff Bloch &  
Sue Boltin  

(Father) 
Judy Seigel  

& Ruth Paneth  
(Mother) 

Adina Parkes 
(Mother) 

Michelle Tawil 
(Father) 

 

Bruce Esterman 
(Father) 

 

 

http://mizrachi.com.au/mizrachi-matters/
https://www.facebook.com/MizrachiMelb


If you have an occasion or milestone event that you would like to be mentioned in Mizrachi Matters,  
please email it to office@mizrachi.com.au by 12:00pm on Thursdays 

 
 

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to: 
 

Jaid & Amir Esterman 
on the birth of their son. 

Mazal tov to his grandparents:  Andrea & Bruce Esterman,  
Helen Pursell and Daniel Pursell 

 

Ora-Tali & Noam Korbl  
on the birth of their daughter, Yaella Yaffa Raizel.  

Mazal tov to her grandparents:  Yvonne & Gary Korbl  
and Vivienne & Leon Blacher  

Mazal tov to her great grandmother: Ruth Lewis  
 

Taryn Rodkin and David (Duvi) Feldman 
on their forthcoming wedding  

Mazal tov to their parents:  Mary & Jack Feldman and  
Tessa & Hylton Rodkin (Perth) 

 

Avital Greenberger & Martin Tavella 

on their forthcoming wedding 
Mazal tov to their parents: Aviva & Ralph Greenberger and  

Angela & Bruno Tavella 
 

 

BAR / BAT MITZVAH ANNIVERSARIES: 
David Zimmermann, Eli Lipshatz, Joshua Felman, Yoni Savicky, 

Michael Gurgiel, Howard Franks, Mark Franks, Isaac Rochwerger, 
Ariel Kaufman, Asher Franks 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: 
Saturday:  Michal Felman, Edward Lichtig (HBD) 

Sunday:  Daniel Saddik, Joshua Kohn  
Monday:  Aviva Muller, Jacqueline Solomon, Jeff Rubin, Joshua Heinrichs,  

Nathaniel Pizmony, Richard Zimmermann, Zvi Brooks 
Tuesday:  Daniel Wein, Laura Posniak, Mark Franks  

Wednesday:  Deanne Segman, Joshua Felman, Ora-Tali Korbl, Robert Epstein  
Thursday:  Susan Gosling  

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
Tuesday:  Candice & Darren Katz 

Wednesday:  Camit & Nathan Cher, Naava & Danny Eckstein  

mailto:office@mizrachi.com.au


 
 

 
 
Reb Leor Broh 
 
Riddle for Parshat Yitro 
 
In the Aseret HaDibrot, what do the 2nd, 3rd and 5th commandments have in common?  
 
 
Riddle for last week (Beshallach) 
 
Find a hapax legomenon in Parshat Beshallach, (a word that does not appear anywhere else in Tanach).  
Clue: The word has a Gematria of 248. 
 
Answer = ס  248 = ( 60+ 80+ 60+ 8+ 40) ְמֻחְסָּפ֔
 
Which appears in the following verse:- 
 

ת ַעל ִׁשְכַב֣ ק   ַוַּת֖ ה ַעל־ְּפֵנ֤י ַהִּמְדָּב֙ר ַּד֣ ל ְוִהֵּנ֞ סַהָּט֑ ֶרץ׃(טז:יד)  ְמֻחְסָּפ֔ ר ַעל־ָהָאֽ ק ַּכְּכֹפ֖ ַּד֥  
 
When the layer of dew lifted, there, over the surface of the wilderness, lay a fine, uncovered substance, as 
fine as frost on the ground. (16:14). 
 
The Baal HaTurim explains that the gematria of this word is 248, hinting to what our Sages say (Yoma 75b) 
that the manna would become absorbed into the 248 “eivarim” – organs of the human body, so that there 
was no waste.  
 
The Gemara in Yoma asks: How then do we explain the verses: “And you shall have a spade among your 
weapons, and it shall be that when you relieve yourself outside, (Devarim 23:14) and “You shall have a 
place also outside the camp where you can relieve yourself ” (Devarim 23:13)? 
 
From here we learn that there was waste in their bowels, as they had to leave the camp to relieve 
themselves. 
 
The Gemara explains: This waste was not a by-product of the manna; it was from food items that the 
gentile merchants sold them. 
 
The Ben Yehoyada adds, that whilst the manna came in the merit of Moshe Rabbenu, it also came in the 
merit of Avraham Avinu who said to his guests (Breishit 18:5) ְֶאְקָחה ַפת ֶלֶחםו  – “I will fetch some bread” 
(Taanit 9a). When Avram had the letter "ה" added to his name, his name  now had a gematria of  אברהם
248. The absorption of the manna into all 248 organs hinted to his merit. 
 



 

 
From the Gush 

 
Rav Moshe Taragin 

Yitro: Trust Me. Trust is a Good Thing 
 
The crossing of the sea and the delivery of the Torah are each monumental events in Jewish history. As we 
crossed a swirling ocean Hashem's awesome power was on clear display. As we stood beneath a billowing 
mountain hearing the divine voice, Hashem's word was finally delivered to a human audience. Stylistically, it 
would make sense for these two stories to be read together, side-by side. Surprisingly they are not.  
 
For some reason, the Torah inserts "intervening" stories, between these two great events. These seemingly trivial 
stories feel anticlimactic and they deflate the energy of the crossing of the sea. In these stories, we read about 
Moshe’s ongoing efforts to feed a massive nation in a barren desert. We witness a heartwarming reunion 
between Moshe and his family, who have been ferried back by Moshe's father-in-law. Evidently, the outstanding 
events atop Sinai cannot proceed before these storylines about Moshe are detailed. 
 
The religious traditions of Sinai are pivoted upon Moshe’s credibility. This man, alone ascended heaven, and 
delivered the word of G-d to a human assembly stationed below. The foundations of our faith are premised upon 
the texts Moshe delivered and interpretations of that text which he performed. If his integrity is suspect the 
entire process will crash. For Har Sinai to commence, Moshe must first earn the trust of the people. Without this 
trust faith will not survive.   
 
Each of these introductory stories, establish Moshe’s credibility. By providing food and water to a starving nation, 
he earns their loyalty. Watching Moshe spearhead the victory against violent Amalek warriors, builds even more 
national trust. Subsequently, we observe Moshe's packed schedule: from early dawn to late at night he tirelessly 
mediates quarrels. When he isn’t busy arbitrating disputes, he patiently counsels a young nation about life and 
the "ways of G-d."  
 
Meeting Moshe's family lends him even greater credibility. Even the most charismatic leader is transparent to his 
own family. No man is a hero to his children or to his spouse. Seeing Moshe as a father and a husband, and not 
just as a miracle maker, makes him more human and more believable. Moshe has now earned the trust of an 
entire people and, at this stage, Sinai can commence.  
 
Trust is the cornerstone of faith and of religious tradition. Very little, if anything, about religious belief is 
scientifically verifiable. Faith is based upon our embracing truths delivered to us from previous generations, who 
themselves accepted these traditions from their ancestors. If we can't trust the source, the transmission will 
collapse. Thousands of years later we still trust the man who ascended a burning mountain and we live the faith 
he taught us. Likewise, we trust our parents and teachers who lovingly passed along these truths across the 
generations.  
 
Trust is also vital for healthy relationships. Solid and lasting relationships are always built upon communication. 
Trust allows us to more honestly and openly communicate with each other. Additionally, successful relationships 
demand "conflict navigation" and forgiveness. It is easier to forgive those whose intentions we intuitively trust. 
Cultivating trusting and secure relationships is crucial for our emotional well-being.  
 



Finally, successful communities cannot be constructed without unity of purpose and mutual trust. If we trust 
others to act morally we, ourselves are more likely to behave selflessly toward common good. While the legal 
system may protect against crime, it cannot fashion communities of compassion, collaboration and commitment. 
These must be built voluntarily based upon mutual trust. Law is "impositional", communities must be voluntary. 
 
Recently, the Jewish world has been rocked by scandal, and is currently struggling through a crisis of trust.  
Terrible crimes of abuse have been perpetrated and thankfully, have been broadly and loudly condemned. These 
terrible crimes have raised greater awareness about the danger of sexual predation and other forms of 
exploitation. In response, communities, schools, and synagogues are crafting important guidelines to protect 
ourselves and our children from all forms of abuse. Included in these guidelines are warnings about the danger of 
naïve or unconditional trust- especially toward public figures. This is a crucial message, but one which we better 
get right. The terminology we employ and the tone of this conversation will impact our religious identity and 
shape our communities. We must be precise and judicious about how we discuss "trust". We must be sensitive 
not to diminish the importance of living our life with trust. We are standing at a delicate precipice…. 
 
Human beings always self-inflict great harm when they overreact to threat or fear. Napoleon's ruthless and 
belligerent regime was an overreaction to the French revolution. The rise of Nazism was, in part an overreaction 
to the wounded German pride after the surrender of WWI. Markets overreact to negative financial reports, 
sending stocks into dizzying freefall. Overreaction often ruins relationships and reputations. We have learned the 
dangers of a cytokine storm, when the body's immune system overreacts to infection. Beware the perilous effects 
of disproportionate reactions, for they are often more hazardous than the initial threat.  
 
In our attempts to caution against blind trust in leaders, we must not react disproportionately. The horrendous 
crimes must be loudly condemned and there must be zero tolerance for any abuse. Additionally, we must adopt 
aggressive guidelines to insure against further exploitation.   
Here is where it gets tricky. Can we successfully caution against blind trust, while still upholding the overall value 
of trust in general? If our message isn’t nuanced it will be distorted and misinterpreted as a denunciation of any 
form of trust. Will we all become distrustful people?  
 
Sadly, we live in an age of distrust. Scandals always existed, but in the age of social media and public voyeurism 
we are exposed to them more frequently.  We have witnessed a lineup of celebrities, politicians, and other public 
figures who have behaved dishonestly, committed grievous crimes and violated our public trust. If we further 
cultivate an attitude of distrust, it will weaken our ability to transmit our faith and its traditions. If we foster 
suspicion what will become of our personal relationships, which already bear the strain of internet addiction and 
the static of social media? How can we build cohesive and embracing communities if we fail to believe in each 
other? Worse, than any of these consequences is the potential fall into a life of cynicism. There is a thin line 
between caution and cynicism and we best not cross it. If, in our attempt to avoid the vulnerabilities of naiveté, 
we become cynical and pessimistic, we will have forfeited our better selves, thereby multiplying the "casualties" 
of these crimes. Eric Hoffer, an American philosopher wrote "Someone who thinks the world is always cheating 
him is right. He is missing that wonderful feeling of trust in someone or something." Trust is a wonderful feeling 
and we better not lose it.  
 
This is an opportunity to positively affirm the value of trust in our lives, while carefully discriminating between 
those who deserves our trust and those who does not. This is an opportunity to probe the limits of trust, even in 
honest people who we have faith in. This is the time for refined conversation not simplistic slogans. This is a time 
for trust, not for distrust.  



THANK YOU FROM ROMA & MAX OLB 
Parents of Andy 

 
What can we say, but Thank 
You! What a wonderful group of 
people at Mizrachi. How can we 
begin to thank you all for what 
you have done and are doing 
for our beloved son Andy 
(Andrew)? 
 
That the Mizrachi Community 
permitted such a beautiful 
celebration of Andy’s 60th 
Birthday on the 15/01/22 leaves 
us speechless. A community 
built on love and wellbeing of 
their whole community, and 
especially for someone with 
very special needs and 
understanding and support to 
be able to learn, participate, 
enjoy and grow. You gave Andy 
a life. 
 
 

Your care, devotion and understanding epitomises the very best in human 
endeavour. It is not easy, it never was, but you do it. 
 
Our gratitude is not expressible in words. You as a group have and are every 
new day giving substance and support to make Andy’s life so meaningful to 
him and enjoyable that we can not measure it in words. Suffice to say that we 
as a family are ever thankful and grateful for all that you do for Andy and 
would like to express our gratitude for this wonderful organisation and its 
ethos. 
 
With our best wishes, 
Roma & Max Olb 
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