
 
 

Mizrachi Matters can now be found on the Mizrachi website at http://mizrachi.com.au/mizrachi-matters/  
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MizrachiMelb 

MIZRACHI MATTERS 
PARSHAT VAYESHEV – SHABBAT MEVORCHIM  

Friday 26 November (22 Kislev) 
Early Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat:  6:35pm1, 2 

Candle Lighting:  6:55-7:00pm 
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat:  7:15pm3 

Shabbat Candle Lighting:  8:03pm 
 Friday 

26 November 
22 Kislev 

Saturday 
27 November  

23 Kislev 

Sunday 
28 November 

24 Kislev 

Monday 
29 November 

25 Kislev 

Tuesday 
30 November 

26 Kislev 

Wednesday 
1 December 

27 Kislev 

Thursday 
2 December  

28 Kislev 

Friday 
3 December 

29 Kislev 

REGISTRATION, PROOF OF DOUBLE VACCINATION IS MANDATORY FOR ATTENDANCE AT ALL MIZRACHI SERVICES. 

1. Beit Yehuda  2. Beit Yitzchak (Kehillat Ohr David)  3. Beit Midrash (Beit Haroeh Shabbat Morning) 4 . Bnei Akiva  5 . Elsternwick 6 . Midrashah  7 . Goldberger Hall 

Number of Chanukah Candles lit at night 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Shacharit 6:30am1; 7:00am2; 
7:30am1 

7:30am1;  9:00am Outdoors; 

9:30am1,2,3 
8:00am1  
9:00am1 

6:15am1; 7:00am2; 
7:20am1 

6:15am1; 7:00am2; 
7:20am1 

6:15am1; 7:00am2;  
7:20am1 

6:15am1; 7:00am2; 
7:20am1 

6:15am1; 7:00am2; 
7:20am1 

Dawn 4:42am 4:42am 4:41am 4:41am 4:41am 4:41am 4:40am 4:40am 
Tallit & Tefillin 4:53am 4:53am 4:52am 4:52am 4:51am 4:51am 4:50am 4:50am 
Sunrise 5:54am 5:54am 5:53am 5:53am 5:53am 5:53am 5:52am 5:52am 
Sh'ma (גר״א) 9:30am 9:30am 9:30am 9:30am 9:30am 9:30am 9:30am 9:30am 
Earliest Mincha 1:44pm 1:44pm 1:45pm 1:45pm 1:46pm 1:46pm 1:46pm 1:47pm 
Mincha / Ma’ariv 7:15pm 7:50pm1 6:40pm 6:40pm 6:40pm 6:40pm 6:40pm TBC 
Plag HaMincha (גר״א) 6:50pm 6:51pm 6:52pm 6:53pm 6:54pm 6:55pm 6:55pm 6:56pm 
Sunset 8:21pm 8:22pm 8:23pm 8:24pm 8:25pm 8:26pm 8:27pm 8:28pm 
Night/Shabbat Ends 9:07pm 9:08pm 9:09pm 9:10pm 9:12pm 9:13pm 9:14pm 9:15pm 
Second Ma'ariv   9:30pm 9:30pm 9:30pm 9:30pm 9:30pm  
 
 
 

DAF YOMI 
Via Zoom & in 

person 

Taanit 14 Taanit 15 Taanit 16 Taanit 17 Taanit 18 Taanit 19 Taanit 20 Taanit 21 

8:15am 9:30pm  
(zoom only) 8:45am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 

SHIURIM 
 

 
 

 Reb Leor Broh 
9:00am3 
Drashot 

R’ Jonny Brull2 
R’ Leor Broh3 

R’ James 
Kennard  
9:30am7 
R’ James 
Kennard  
6:45pm1 

Daf Yomi with  
R’ Mottel 

Krasnjanski 
6:50pm3 

 

“Understanding 
Rashi”.  Striving for 

a deeper 
understanding of 
each comment of 
Rashi in the Torah 
R' James Kennard 

8:30pm 
 

Ramban on the 
Torah Shiur for 
ladies with R’ 

Jonny Brull 
9:30am 

Tzurba Communal 
Shiur R’ Jonny Brull 

8:30pm 
Ladies Tanach 

Shiur  
Dr. Michal 

Kaufman 8:30pm 
 
 

Lunch & Learn 
Shiur with  

R’ Jonny Brull  
1:00pm 

Parsha HaShavua 
Shiur  

R’ Leor Broh 
8:30pm 

 

Rav Chaim 
Soloveichik of 

Brisk's 
commentary on 

the Rambam  
R' Marcus 
Rosenberg 

8:30pm 

“Following in the 
Footsteps of our 

Fathers”  
11:00am 
Via Zoom 

R’ Eli Gutnick  
Gary’s Gemara 
Shiur 8:30pm 

 

  

MISHNAH 
YOMIT 

Tevul Yom  
3:6-4:1 

Tevul Yom  
4:2-3 

Tevul Yom  
4:4-5 

Tevul Yom  
4:6-7 

Yadayim  
1:1-2 

Yadayim  
1:3-4 

Yadayim  
1:5-2:1 

Yadayim  
2:2-3 

 
 
 

EVENTS  
 Aufruf 

Benny 
Menahem2 

Seudah Shlishit 
David Lindell 

  Chanukah in the 
Beit Midrash 
from 7:30pm  

(see flyer) 

 Chillen Cholent 
9:45pm3 

 

 

 
 
 

YAHRZEITS 

 Adam 
Rosenblum 

(Father) 
David Lindell 

(Father) 
 

Ron Segal 
(Brother) 

 

Aaron Bell 
(Mother) 

Geoffrey Baum 
(Father) 

 

Reuben Wein 
(Father) 

 

Karl Ginzburg 
(Father) 

 

Barry Kras 
(Father) 

Errol Rink 
(Mother) 

Larry Weinberg 
(Father) 

Ben Zehnwirth 
(Father) 

 

 

http://mizrachi.com.au/mizrachi-matters/
https://www.facebook.com/MizrachiMelb


If you have an occasion or milestone event that you would like to be mentioned in Mizrachi Matters,  
please email it to office@mizrachi.com.au by 12:00pm on Thursdays 

 
 

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to: 
 
 

Dalia and Aron Goodhardt 
on the birth of their son 

Mazal tov to his grandparents:  Sharon & Rabbi Ian Goodhardt and  
Minna & Sam Lederberger 

Mazal tov to his great grandmother:  Valerie Goodhardt (London) 
 

Gabey Paluch  
on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah  

Mazal tov to his parents:  Mindy & Yoni Paluch  
Mazal tov to his grandparents:  Kathy & Avi Paluch and Suzy & Steven Rose  

 

Chana Douek & Shuki Wyman  
on their forthcoming wedding 

Mazal Tov to their parents: Helena and Andrew   ,Wyman  ע״ה
Rina Douek and Zak Douek 

Mazal tov to their grandmother:  Leah Borghi 
 

Tamara Ginzburg & Benny Menahem 
on their forthcoming wedding. 

Mazal tov to their parents:  Shelley & Karl Ginzburg and  
Natalie & Shlomi Menahem 

Mazal tov to their grandparents:  Eva & Sam Menahem 
 
 
 
 

BAR / BAT MITZVAH ANNIVERSARIES: 
Ari Wenig, Ilan Kraus, Jarrad Pyke, Menachem Broner, Jared Levy, Ezra Jaffe 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: 
Saturday:  Daniel Saddik, Jarred Pyke, Rachel Gottlieb,  

David Greenberger (HBD), Menachem Broner (HBD)   
Sunday:  Ezra Jaffe, Ilan Kraus  

Monday:  Ariel Elbaum, Jacob Epstein  
Tuesday:  Doron Gold, Gabe Casper, Jacob Weinmann  

Wednesday:  Yvonne Korbl, Shmuli Wenig  
Friday:  Hona Dodge, Kovi Paneth, Natasha Zuckerman  

 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 

Saturday:  Aviva & Henry Debinski  
Sunday:  Simone & Jonathan Wenig 

Tuesday:  Adina & Ian Waller 
Wednesday:  DL & Jeremy Gold, Jana & Jeremy Hain 

Thursday:  Hayley & Leslie Jaffe, Yedida & Michael Lewis 

mailto:office@mizrachi.com.au


 
 

 
 
Reb Leor Broh 
 
Riddle for Parshat Vayeshev 
 
Events with each of the following four persons burdened Yaakov greatly, the hardest to bear appearing this week 
with the story of Yosef:- 
 
Esav, Lavan, Dinah and Yosef. ,יוסף דינה,  לבן,  עשו  
 
Using the second letters of each of these names, what word can be made, that appears in Parshat Vayeshev? 
 
Riddle for last week (Vayishlach) 
 
I am a king of no fixed address. Who am I? 
 
Answer:- Baal Chanan ben Achbor (36:38) 
 

ַעל ָחָנ֖ ן ֶּבן־ַעְכּֽבֹור  ַוָּיׇ֖מת יו ַּב֥ ָׁש֑אּול ַוִּיְמ֣�� ַּתְחָּת֔  
 
Of all the eight Edomite kings mentioned in the end of Vayishlach, the only king whose location is not given is Baal 
Chanan ben Achbor. 
 
The Baal HaTurim (36:38) explains that this king did not have any specific city to serve as his capital, for he had 
many enemies and would hide from them, today living here, tomorrow there, but he would not settle in one 
specific place. 
 
The Rokeach adds further, that the name  mouse, and indicates that Baal Chanan עכבר  is related to the word  עכבור
was constantly scurrying about like a mouse, hiding from those who sought to kill him. 
 
On Motzoei Shabbat Parshat Vayishlach, 5764, (Dec 13th, 2003) the president of Iraq, Saddam Hussein ימ"ש was 
finally found after being on the run and hiding with no fixed address. 
 
Bearing in mind the above Baal HaTurim and Rokeach from Parshat Vayishlach, it is interesting to note the 
following report describing his capture:- 
 
BAGHDAD, Iraq (CNN) -- Across the Tigris River from his opulent palaces, Saddam Hussein shuttered himself at the 
bottom of a narrow, dark hole beneath a two-room mud shack on a sheep farm, a U.S. military official said 
Sunday.  
Having opted not to travel with security forces or an entourage that might bring attention to him, only a 
Styrofoam square, dirt and a rug separated the deposed Iraqi leader from the U.S. soldiers who routed him from 
his hiding place Saturday night.  
 
"He was in the bottom of a hole with no way to fight back," said Maj. Gen. Raymond Odierno. "He was caught like 
a rat."  
 



 

 
From the Gush 

 
Rav Moshe Taragin 

Chanukah: One Last Taste of Sovereignty 
 

The celebration of Chanukah is most often associated with the dramatic miracle of the menorah oil. 
After vanquishing the invading Greek armies, it was crucial that the iconic menorah lighting be restarted 
as quickly as possible to signal the resurgent Jewish victory. Unfortunately, most of the oil in the 
plundered Temple had been vandalized and contaminated. The sensational discovery of one unopened 
and unmarred flask of oil was, itself, cause for great joy. Witnessing that miniscule amount of oil steadily 
burn for eight days confirmed, that, even in the tail end of the second Temple era, Hashem would still 
visit supernatural miracles upon His people. The "few" had defeated the "many" and a righteous band of 
brothers had overcome the invincible Northern Greek armies. The greatest armies of the world could 
not defeat the Jewish spirit. This enduring message of Jewish survival and heroism was embodied in the 
miracle of the oil.  
 
Surprisingly, in his account of the Chanukah episode, the Rambam doesn’t stress the oil miracle as the 
primary cause for celebration. In reality, there were numerous miracles during the Mikdash era, yet 
none of them were enshrined into a week-long festival. What is it about the Chanukah story-beyond the 
oil miracle- that warrants historical celebration?  
 
The Rambam provides the answer: As a result of the divinely-aided military triumph "Jewish sovereignty 
was restored for more than two hundred years." Under Greek persecution, our autonomy had been 
suspended and the Chanukah victory restored Jewish self-governance. Chanukah doesn’t just celebrate 
a miracle which occurred in a "historical vacuum". Chanukah reshaped Jewish history by restoring our 
lost sovereignty.  
 
Ironically, the Chanukah-restored sovereignty during the final two centuries of the second Temple era 
was sadly disappointing. Regrettably, the leaders of the Chanukah uprising quickly fell from grace. The 
gemara in Kiddushin claims that if a person approaches a Jewish court claiming to be of Chashmonaim 
stock, he or she is assumed to be non-pedigreed and is banned from marrying pedigreed Jews. Within a 
few generations, the entire Chashmonai dynasty was massacred. The only surviving members of the 
household to escape this grisly death were a few slave hands or maidservants. Since all the pedigreed 
members of this line were murdered, evidently, a person who claims Chashmonai heritage must be 
slave. 
 
This cruel outcome was actually a punishment for the illegal usurpation of the throne. Ideally Judaism 
mandates a division between religion and politics. Political authority is delegated to the tribe of Yehuda, 
while supervision of religious ceremonies in the Mikdash is the province of the house of Levi. A mix of 
religion and politics is always toxic, and never ends well for either. As descendants of Levi, the 
Chashmonaim were charged with Mikdash ceremonies but enjoyed absolutely no claim for political 
power. Usurping the throne, and violating this seminal division within Jewish society, they were 
annihilated. A heroic band of warriors who had valiantly defended Yerushalayim, committed a grievous 



national offense and were practically erased from history. It did not end well for the house of the 
Chashmonaim.  
 
Furthermore, some of the surviving members of the Chashmonai line became dishonorable. John 
Hyrcanus served as a Cohen Gadol, ascended the throne in the year 135, and spearheaded great military 
victories over hostile neighbors. He greatly expanded the borders of Israel, refortified the walls of 
Yerushalayim and instituted numerous worthwhile decrees. Yet, sadly, toward the end of his reign he 
had a falling out with the Sanhedrin and turned against them, becoming a sworn enemy of the Rabbinic 
establishment, and a leading member of the notorious Saducee movement. His infamous "late-in-life" 
desertion became a metaphor of infamy. The Talmud cautions: "don’t ever take your faith for granted -
even until your last day. After all John Hyrcanus deserted our traditions even after 80 years of reigning 
as Cohen Gadol."  
 
John's son, Alexander Jannaeus or Yannai Hamelech had a similarly checkered career. Having been 
personally insulted by a ruling of the Sanhedrin, he murdered 6000 innocent people and barred pilgrims 
from freely entering the Temple. These two leading luminaries or the house of Chasmonaim brought 
disrepute to the family. The leaders of the Chanukah miracle launched a dynasty which betrayed our 
tradition, murdered innocent people and became embroiled in civil wars.  
 
Not only did the Chanukah leadership ultimately turn suspect, but the sovereignty we experienced 
during that period was severely flawed.  The two-hundred intervening years between the Chanukah 
miracle and the destruction of the second Temple were, possibly, one of the most pathetic periods in 
Jewish history. We were constantly under military aggression and constantly paying tribute to foreign 
powers. Additionally, that dark period was scarred by endless internecine struggle, as Jewish society 
splintered into multiple warring factions. Our regained sovereignty was hollowed out by civil war and, 
eventually, the second Temple caved in on itself. 
 
 Imagine the scene every erev Yom Kippur. The High priest was summoned by Sanhedrin, and forced to 
swear that he would not short-circuit the sacred ceremonies of Yom Kippur. More often than not the 
High priest was a Saducee-sympathizer and would intentionally torpedo these ceremonies. Both the 
High Priest and the Sanhedrin committee shed unhappy tears at the woeful situation in which such 
incredulous doubts had to be considered.  
 
Finally, after two hundred years of strife and social disunity, the Romans marched into Jerusalem, burnt 
it to the ground, razed the land and renamed the city Aelia Capitolina. The miracle of Chanukah has 
absolutely no long lasting political impact. It is a blip on the radar of history. What sovereignty, exactly, 
are we celebrating? 
 
Evidently, whenever, Jews achieve autonomy and enjoy self-rule we celebrate and we recite Hallel– 
regardless of the caliber of leadership and independent of the texture of that sovereignty. It is 
specifically the imperfect nature of the post-Chanukah sovereignty which makes it so relevant and so 
contemporary. How long have Jews endured persecution, yearning for the day we could live under 
Jewish rule in a Jewish state? For how many cold Decembers did defenseless Jews endure the inevitable 
Christmas-time pogroms? How often did we dream of a Jewish army or police force for protection 
against interminable hostilities? How many centuries did we dream of Jewish government and of carving 
a society based upon Jewish values? It has now been restored to us and we celebrate our fate, despite 
our imperfect leadership and despite our incomplete sovereignty. It is the specifically the flawed nature 
of the post-Chanukah sovereignty which makes it so relevant! Chanukah demands that we appreciate 
and celebrate any form of Jewish sovereignty.  
 



 
Thousands of year ago, as the Jews were about to embark upon a long and dark exile, Hashem offered 
us one last taste of Jewish sovereignty, so that we would recognize it when it was ultimately restored to 
us. He reminded us that Jews are meant to self-govern rather than subject to the laws of others. He 
reminded us that Jews were meant to live securely in their land rather than be precariously hosted 
across in foreign lands. He reminded us of that Jews were meant to defend their security rather than be 
vulnerable to the aggression of their many enemies.  
 
Sovereignty has finally been restored. Chanukah has once again been renewed. We hope for more, but 
we rejoice for what has been already achieved. We know what sovereignty tastes like. For centuries 
Chanukah `kept that taste alive.  
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