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AVort from
the Rav

Rabbi Daniel Belsky, shlit"a

w are different. We know
this. Bilam saw the Jewish people as being alone, unique.
L'vodod Yishkon. The curse of Galus is the imposition
of foreign influence. We brought this upon ourselves -
Nihiye C’chol Hagoyim. We continue to suffer from this.
However we are called upon to break this pattern. The
Torah is encapsulated in the Mitzva of Sheviis. The world
has a master. He who made it - continues to orchestrate
and sustain it. Every seventh day we bear witness to this
- Shabbos. Every seventh year we are to bear witness to
this - Sheviis. The Galus was imposed because we failed to
do this (Vayikra 26-35). We do not have a Mikdash at the
moment, but we are being given back the land. This leads
us to hope that we can be different. We can change our
perceptions of ourselves and our surroundings. How do
we see ourselves? What is the reason for our being put into
this world. What should be our relationship with another
Jew? Do we- can we - see him as our responsibility? We are
called upon to rend our clothes on his death. How much
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more so do we need to respond to him in life. Not to impose
- to feel his needs. To be supportive. V'chai Achicha Imach.
Over and above all this is our need to relate seriously to
our King and Father. Do we relate properly to the source
of our sustenance? Ci L'olam Chasdo! Do we place our
trust and faith in Him or do we say glibly “He will help”.
Do we pray for more or do we pray that our little should
suffice. Do we believe that a little could suffice? We are
here to grow into another reality, rather than spending
our efforts in being here. This Parsha expresses the Bris
Torah (see Ramban). May we all merit to be part of this.
We are counting - in anticipation. May we experience
what is being offered! Amen...
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Kehillot Givat HaMivtar and Rosh
HaGivah invite you to an uplifting
and exciting

Lag BaOmer
Experience

Please join us for singing and
dancing around the bonfire

Wednesday evening
8:30 pm
Ammunition Hill
Parking Lot
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THE JOY OF JUBILEE
Rabbi Yoel Klein

.Y(;u finally made it. You found the house of your dreams in the
right neighborhood and for the right price. You sign, you close,
you move in and it is bliss. Two years later yovel, the jubilee,
comes along and you find yourself starting the whole search
again. What happened? You bought that house fair and square!
The passuk (25:23) says that yovel reminds us that the land
really only belongs to Hashem. It is He who takes and gives it to
whomever he wants, whenever he wants.

This idea is not just limited to land. It applies to everything we
have and experience in life. A short while ago, I was walking
to shul on Shabbos and slowly passed a Yid being pushed in a
wheelchair. Sadly, nothing too out of the ordinary. But when I
looked at him to offer my friendly good Shabbos, I noticed that,
although he was having an animated normal conversation with
his helper, he was missing the entire bottom half of his body,
from the torso down. No knees, no thighs, not even stumps, just
a head, hands, and a stomach. Something about how normal and
happy he seemed made me realize that these two appendages
growing down from my torso called legs are not to be taken for
granted. Here is an incredible person living totally fine without
them. They are pure and absolute gifts that help make my life so
much easier and amazing for no reason other than Hashem chose
to give me them today.

In Pikei Avos (4:1) we say “Who is a rich man? He who is happy
with his lot.” Being happy with what you have allows for the
feeling of wealth and contentment regardless of one’s financial
status.

The challenge to this dictum is that Chazal (Koheles Rabbah
3:13) teach that the natural reality of man is that when we have
$100 we want $200, and when we have $200 we want $400. If so
how can we ever be satisfied with our portion if we always want
more? A simple answer could be that we are meant to overcome
our instinctive desire for wanting more and train ourselves to be
content with what we have. The great Rosh HaYeshiva Rav Shach
didn’t say this. Rather, upon being asked this question he was
silent. After a few moments of contemplation he said “it seems
to me then, that the only one who is ever truly happy is one who
has nothing at all.” As easy as it is to use this answer to promote
a lifestyle of deprivation and poverty, I've heard it explained
on a much more global and rational level based on what we’ve
discussed until now.

When we experience ownership and the its attendant feelings of
entitlement, the nature of man is to automatically desire other
more fantastical pieces of physical reality and perpetually lunge
toward attempting to satisfy and satiate the ever unfulfilled
depths of our being. By focusing on the transient and gifted
nature of everything we possess, we can come to appreciate every
speck of life for what it is - a pure gift of love from our Father in
heaven.

To help us live more practically with such a consciousness, Reb
Nosson, in his magnum opus Likkutei Halachos, discusses a
person who loses an object without his knowing it. One who
finds the object still has an obligation to return it to its original
owner. The question is, why? Now that the object is no longer in
the original owner’s physical possession or on his mind, at least
at the moment, how does he retain ownership of it? Reb Nosson
answers that there are two aspects to ownership. There is the

classical physical possession, but there is also a hidden yearning
and desire for the object. When we wanting something that is
ours, that very desire maintains our claim to ownership. This is
why the Hebrew word for object, cheifetz, also means desire.

The extension of this idea can help us on a very practical level
in our quest for joy and contentment in every situation. Say a
person owns a beautiful watch. He may use it countless times a
day, yet he gets very little conscious joy from it. This is because
the physical reality of constantly having something dulls and
conceals the inner emotions of actually wanting it. It seems that
we don’t desire something that we already have.

Now, three minutes later, that person realizes that the watch has
gone missing. After the initial frantic search turns up fruitless,
he suddenly feels a longing for the watch that he hasn’t felt in a
long time. That yearning both substantiates his halachic status
of being its owner and powerfully reminds him just how much
he really loves that timepiece, which has been dangling from his
wrist for the last ten years.

In regards to a fast day, the Gemara says igrasa d’tanisa, tzidkasa-
which simply means that we are meant to give charity in addition
to fasting, recognizing that the day is here for inner teshuva,
not just external platitudes. But looking at the statement from
a different perspective one can say that when you’re sitting in
shul at six thirty in the afternoon of a fast day watching some
guy on the street down a bottle of water, you realize that all
those ordinary days on which you are able to simply eat and
drink are given to you out of pure love and charity on the part
of Hashem. He chooses to open His hands and provide every
ounce of sustenance we have. It’s with that parched mouth that
our emotions can recognize the utter kindness of our eating and
drinking.

This same feeling can be tapped into if we take each possession,
limb, crumb of food, article of clothing, everything that we have,
and imagine it for what it really is - a gift that we happen to have
at this moment. Focusing on this will surely help us tap into the
nothingness of the incredible bounty we live with and allow us to
be truly wealthy - to dance through life with the unearned, yet
greatly appreciated gifts of that we are blessed to have.
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Have a great Shabbos! =:¢
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Rabbi Yaakov Klein

While much of our parsha deals with the laws of Yovel and
Shemitah, it closes with warnings against ribbis, (interest)
ona’ah (monetary deception), and gezel (thievery). In an
astounding lesson, the Mei HaShiloach explains the connection
between the messages of Yovel and Shemittah and these
financial prohibitions in his inimitable, wondrous manner.

In Pirkei Avos, Chazal teach that a person whose interpersonal
relationships are founded upon the dual notion of “Sheli
shelach v’shelcha shelach”, “What’s mine is yours and what’s
yours is yours” is of pious character. The holy Ishbitzer teaches
that, on a deeper level, this statement is applicable in a Jew’s
relationship with the Master of the world and that Shemittah
and Yovel represent its two clauses, respectively.

The facts of our lives seem to suggest that man owns his
possessions and may choose to do whatever he wants with
them. It seems as though it is up to a landowner whether to
plow his field and prepare it for growing crops, whether
to leave it fallow, or whether to develop the land and build
houses or buildings. The message of Shemitah, which requires
the Jewish landowner to rest his field every seventh year, is
that “Sheli shelach” - even that which, as my property, appears
to be exclusively subject to my own decision making is truly
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Yours, and bound to Your unfathomable Will.

Yovel is even deeper. There are things in life which, when
analyzed, are understood as being ultimately and essentially
beyond our control such as human destiny, one’s position in
society, financial status etc. However, under the illusion of
independence from Hashem’s silent sovereignty, we attempt
to manipulate and alter our destiny, position in society, and
financial status. This is most clearly embodied in the actions
of one who sells himself as a slave and the one who purchases
him. These individuals are attempting to change their inherent
position in Hashem’s Master Plan; the servant by deliberately
lowering his status through subjugation and the master by
attempting to raise himself in lording over others. Thus, the
reversion of this arrangement each Yovel, when all slaves
are freed, embodies the understanding that “Shelcha shelach”™
Hashem’s plan regarding the realities of life which were never
under our control will ultimately come to pass regardless of
our attempts at subversion.

The Ishbitzer explains that this is the reason warnings
against gezel, ribbis, and ona’ah are issued in our parsha.
After the Torah has taught us the lessons of Shemittah and
Yovel, of “Sheli shelach” and “Shelcha shelach”, it should be
easier for one to come to the understanding that attempting
to alter our financial status by going against Hashem’s Torah
in stealing, collecting interest, and deceiving is an entirely
useless endeavor. Ultimately, we are going to have exactly
what Hashem has set aside for us, not a penny more, and not
a penny less. Therefore, Shemittah and Yovel may be seen as
the foundation upon which warnings against these foolish
attempts at manipulation are built. s¢:
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