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From my High Holiday files, I share this story with
you as we continue to prepare for the New Year.
There was a man who attended services regularly.
One day, he saw a man come to minyan with his
two kids. He was in his 40s; they were in their early
teens. I figured this might be the week before the
boy’s Bar Mitzvah; or perhaps it was the father’s
turn to help make a minyan and he dragged along
his son and daughter. But at the end of services, all
three rose to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish and the
Rabbi called them over and chanted the El Malay (Memorial Prayer) – the
man, for his wife, the kids – 13 and 14 years old – for their mother. Once
again, coming to Minyan has taught me a lesson: Don’t feel sorry for
yourself; there are other people there who’ve got it far worse.
From time to time people ask me what they can do to help CBOI.
Attending services at least once a month would be an incredible help
because it would change the dynamics of our community. For example,
our CBOI community numbers just over 500 individuals. That is a nice size
and I continue to stress that as a congregation, we do well when it
comes to attendance at events and programs. It is not unusual for us to
have 50 – 60 people at one of our special Friday night services (Disney
Shabbat). Or to have 5-15 people attend Adult education programs. On
Friday nights and Saturday mornings, we have a regular attendance of
around 15 people at each service and they are completely different
groups. Those numbers don’t cause me any dismay because there are
many synagogues with much larger memberships who struggle
sometimes to get a minyan of ten. Even in the Orthodox community.
However, if Shabbat and prayer services are a cornerstone of our
congregation then we should have a larger attendance. I know there are
many reasons people do not attend Friday night or Shabbat morning
services. I also know that while I love to attend those services, there are
days, I would love to just sit on my couch or sleep in as well.
(Continued on page 2)

Upcoming
Services
Friday, September 13th
Tot Shabbat 6:00 pm
Kabbalat Services
8:00 pm
Saturday, September 14th
Shabbat Services
9:30 am
*
Friday, September 20th
Kabbalat Services
8:00 pm
Saturday, September 21st
Shabbat Services
9:30 am
*
Friday, September 27th
Kabbalat Services
8:00 pm
Cantor Barnett
Will be joining us
Saturday, September 28th
Shabbat Services
9:30 am
Cantor Barnett
Will be joining us

Men’s Club Minyan
every Sunday
when school is in
session at 9:15 AM

Rabbi’s Message Continued Below:
As a thought experiment over the last couples of weeks,
I wondered what it would be like if every person in our congregation attended one Shabbat service a
month (Friday or Saturday).
Here is what I imagine:
If we divide 500 people by 8 services per month, we would have an average attendance of 62.5
people per service. I promise no cutting people in half. I will leave that to the magicians. If over 62
people attended Shabbat services regularly, we would be able to do the following:

1. We would increase our communal connection. CBOI Shabbat services would be the place that
everyone knows your name, just like Cheers. People love to be recognized and to know someone
else cares about them. We would create a more caring community.
2. Everyone attending a service would experience an hour to two hours without using electronics.
Who couldn’t stand forced time away from their phones? People would engage in conversation. Just
like no tech Tuesdays some restaurants and bars hold.
3. We already have yummy Greens babka and fresh fruit. We would be able to step up our game and
create a beautiful happy hour on Friday nights and a light lunch on Saturday for people to shmooze.

4. If we had 62 plus people attending regularly, we would create alternative experiences for those
who think services are too long or are tuned out of organized religion. Just as a comparison in
length. Last Sunday’s Eagles game was over 3 hours long and Avengers Endgame was 3 hours and 2
minutes. Last Shabbat, we finished Friday night in 60 minutes and Shabbat morning in 2 hours (we
started late both times).
5. Lastly, we always have a place and a minyan for those who are saying kaddish to remember their
loved ones.
Shabbat services are a place for us to celebrate our successes and to remember our losses, mostly it
is a place we can call home. As you contemplate your goals for this coming New Year, make
attending 1 Shabbat service a month a priority. You will know the love and strength of standing with
a community in times of need and in times of celebration.
Shabbat shalom

Ushers Needed for High Holiday Services

If you would like to help, please contact
Ralph Floyd at 609-468-9439 or
rgfsfc53@gmail.com
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If you are interested in joining the CBOI High Holiday Choir
Please contact Ellen Weiner at 267 392-5642.
Choir rehearsals will be Tuesday evenings at 7:30 at the synagogue,
starting on August 27th.
You do not need to read Hebrew to participate in the choir.

The Kessel - Young Memorial Scholarship
The Kessel -Young Memorial Scholarship fund was established in 1976 by Ida and Joe
Kessel in memory of their parents, Lena and Louis Kessel and Dora and Louis Young. A
scholarship will be awarded to a member of our congregation graduating from high
school on the basis of need to further the student's education. Applicants must be
“hard workers” who will benefit from this assistance. The intent is to encourage
students to continue their education.
Academic excellence is not a criteria for this award. In establishing this fund, The
Kessel Family has recognized that awards are usually made to outstanding students in
either sports or academic work. All too often, many students who show promise and
are willing to work, are denied assistance.
Please contact the office at 215-579-2200 or Sharon.Segarra@CBOI for an application.
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Please help a
fellow
congregant.
Jim Wartenberg is
asking members if they could please
join him for an unveiling service, for his
beloved Susan.
October 20th at 1:00 pm.
King David Cemetery,
Bensalem, PA.
He has a very small family, and needs
help with a minyan.
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Yahrzeits
September 8th through
September 14th
8 Elul
8 Elul
8 Elul
9 Elul
9 Elul
10 Elul
11 Elul
11 Elul
12 Elul
12 Elul
12 Elul
12 Elul
13 Elul
13 Elul
13 Elul
13 Elul
14 Elul
14 Elul
14 Elul

Samuel Simons
Bessye Geser
Stuart Richard Fenster
Edward E. Shutz
Bessie Brind
Fanny Ehman
Angeline B. Mayer
Ann Dubrow
Leon Epstein
Allan Barry Rosenberg
Samuel Perla
Edith Zukoff
Hattie Bistrong
Fred Haller
Yetta Flesher
Abe Orlan
Frederick Shanfield
Sadye Glick
Victor Cooper
Max Ungar

Talmud Class
Study Torah every
Wednesday
with Rabbi Gaber
11-12 noon
Join us for stimulating conversation of
Jewish law and its relevance to us today.
No Hebrew or prior knowledge
needed to study Talmud together.

Donations
We thank you for your generosity
Alvin Berger Memorial Fund
Gloria Berger
To Steve & Judy Minsky in honor of the birth of your
granddaughter

Chasin Fund
Rona and Steve Kornfeld
To Rabbi Hersch for get well wishes
To Joan Hersch for speedy recovery
Jordan and Phyllis Warshafsky
To Rabbi Hersch for get well wishes
To Joan Hersch for speedy recovery

General Fund
Rita and Len Schultz
To The Segarra Family in memory of Joan Fermer
Jordan and Phyllis Warshafsky
To The Segarra Family in memory of Joan Fermer
Scott Gilinsky
To The Segarra Family in memory of Joan Fermer
To Rabbi Hersch for get well wishes
To Benjamin Bromberg Gaber and Sarah Shapiro in
honor of your marriage

Marci Scharf Memorial Fund
Susan and Steve Medoff
To the Segarra Family in memory of your mother,
mother-in-law and grandmother
To Rabbi Hersch for get well wishes

Deutsch ABC Educational Fund
The Deutsch Family
To The Segarra Family in memory of Joan Fermer
To Benjamin Bromberg Gaber and Sarah Shapiro in
honor of your marriage

Education Fund
Jordan and Phyllis Warshafsky
To Francesca Axe for speedy recovery

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
Jordan and Phyllis Warshafsky
To Rabbi Gaber and Sharon Bromberg in honor
Of Benjamin and Sarah’s marriage
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