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   THE WEEKLY VOICE
 

MESSAGE FROM JOAN HERSCH 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR 

 

   Dear Friends, 
 
I am on a very special journey. On January 5, I began a 
program called Daf Yomi, Daf means page and Yomi means 

daily. I join in this initiative with thousands of people around the world 
and closer Reena Bromberg Gaber and Anne Pettit from Newtown!  I am 
committed to reading 1 page of Talmud a day.  All 2,711 pages of the 
Babylonian Talmud, to be completed in seven and a half years. Daf Yomi 
has been part of Jewish study for years, but first became a global 
initiative on Rosh Hashanah 1923 across Europe, America, and Israel 
with the first page of the first tractate of the Talmud, Berakhot. Reena, 
Anne and I are part of the 14th Daf Yomi cycle. 
 

 The thought of studying Talmud was always a daunting prospect for 
me.  I am not fluent in Hebrew and I am not a Torah scholar and, I am 
part of the generation for whom the Talmud was only for the most 
brilliant of… men, not women!! As I considered if I could possibly learn 
what great Jewish scholars have spent centuries exploring, I  was moved 
by the words of the great philosopher, Winnie the Pooh, “Always 
remember, you are braver than you think and You are stronger than you 
believe!” and I found the courage to take my first plunge into what is 
called the “Sea of the Talmud”. I began with a spirit of awe, a sense of 
reverence, great curiosity and the sheer joy of learning. 
 

I read a page a day of commentary in English prepared by the 
Conservative movement and delve into the actual book of the Talmud to 
get the feel of it. I use a wonderful on-line tool called Sefari, written in 
Hebrew and English. Since the study of Torah is best done with a 
partner, I am part of several on-line groups where we share our 
thoughts about each days’ learning. I also spend my commuting time 
listening to 2 Podcasts, Take One Daf Yomi and Hadran for Women 
I find it enlightening and exciting to learn the thoughts and feelings of 
the great Rabbis and scholars who, I always thought were way beyond 
my comprehension.  I have become   aware of sacredness in everyday 
actions. I have found the pages of the Talmud to be about how we live 
our lives and people making sense of the world G-d has given us. With 
lots of different opinions. All of this in just the first 2% of the Talmud! If 
is humbling to know how much more there is to learn! 

 
 

 
 
 

Friday March 20 
Cantor Barnett will be  

Present 
Kabbalat Shabbat 8pm  
Gesher Shabbat 8pm 
2nd annual refugee 

* 
 

Saturday March 21 
Shabbat 9:30am 

2nd annual refugee  
Havdalah  8:04AM 

*  
Friday March 27 

Cantor Barnett will be  
Present 

Themed Shabbat 7:15pm  
Bridges to Peace 

Kabbalat Shabbat 8pm  
* 

Saturday March 28 
Cantor Barnett will be  

Present 
Shabbat 9:30am 

* 
 
 

Men’s Club Minyan  
every Sunday  

when school is in  
session at 9:20AM 

 
Special Speaker March 15th 

Dr. Steven Orland 

http://www.cboi.org/
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If the thought of learning Talmud entices you, join Rabbi Gaber’s Wed, Talmud class. 
 
This past Shabbat I completed the first Tractate, Berachot., which is all about blessings. Sunday, I 
began tractate Shabbos. 
There is a beautiful custom to have a celebration when you finish a tractate. A Siyum -meaning 
conclusion -is what the celebration is called. It is meant to be a joyous affair to celebrate, along 
with your community, the value of Torah study. 

 

Following this custom, I share with you, the last line of the last tractate and is so doing, share with 
you a little of my learning. 
 

Do not read the word, Banaiyick, your children, 
but rather read it as Bonaiyick, your builders. 

Torah scholars are those who build peace for generations. 
 

Shabbat was my beloved Aunt Bea’s birthday and I honor her memory with my study.  She was my 
strongest role model and the woman who always challenged me and believed I could do anything I 
put my mind to! 

Thank you to all who were able to be with me Shabbat morning and to all of you who are spurred 
on to start learning more about being part of the Jewish people. 

 
Men’s Club  

Minyan  
 
 

The next men’s club  
special speaker will be  

 
 

Dr. Steven Orland on  
March 15, 2020 

 
 
 

 He will be discussing  
“Mens Health” from a  
Urologist standpoint   
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Any time between now and April 15th 

Congregation Brothers of Israel Lobby 

Corey Stinson– MyMitzvah@CoreyStinson.com 
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WE ARE WAITING FOR YOU 
TO SUPPORT OUR  

 
JNF ~TU B’SHEVAT  

TREE DRIVE 
 
 

NEW!! This year we are pleased to provide an easy online 
platform to make planting trees very easy.  

JNF has created this page specially for our school:  
 

http://support.jnf.org/site/TR/Events/SecurePages?
px=3635445&pg=personal&fr_id=2300 

 

Just click and plant! 
 
 

Any student that participates (minimum $18 tree     
order) will be entered into a nationwide raffle for one 

FREE ticket to ISRAEL ! 
 
 

In addition, every school that participates with the 
purchase of 10 trees will receive special prizes and 

gits for the whole school 
 
 

  

Attention Committee Heads 
 

Interested in a zoom meeting? 
 

Please contact  
Sharon Segarra at  

 
Sharon.segarra@cboi.org 

 
 215-579-2200 

http://support.jnf.org/site/TR/Events/SecurePages?px=3635445&pg=personal&fr_id=2300
http://support.jnf.org/site/TR/Events/SecurePages?px=3635445&pg=personal&fr_id=2300
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The Kessel - Young Memorial Scholarship 
 

  
The Kessel -Young Memorial Scholarship fund was established in 1976 by Ida and 
Joe Kessel in memory of their parents, Lena and Louis Kessel and Dora and Louis 
Young. A scholarship will be awarded to a member of our congregation graduating 
from high school on the basis of need to further the student's education. Applicants 
must be “hard workers” who will benefit from this assistance. The intent is to 
encourage students to continue their education. 
  
Academic excellence is not a criteria for this award. In establishing this fund, The 
Kessel Family has recognized that awards are usually made to outstanding students 
in either sports or academic work. All too often, many students who show promise 
and are willing to work, are denied assistance. 

 
 

Please contact the office at  
 

215-579-2200  
or  

Sharon.Segarra@CBOI  
for an application. 
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CBOI Program 

Incentive Program to encourage students to go on  
Organized Teen Trips to Israel 

 
The BOI Board of Trustees is thrilled to announce it has approved a remarkable and 

amazing program called Passport to Israel that provides financial incentives to encourage 
our teens to go on a summer immersion program to Israel. From the moment they enroll in 
religious school until they go on the trip, they will receive Israel Dollars for significant  

educational milestones.  In addition, our post B’nei Mitzvah will earn Israel Dollars by 
leading services and reading Torah and Haftarah. 

 
Evidence indicates that an Israel immersion trip helps to concretize and solidify a young 

person's Jewish identity and support for Israel.  These programs may include but are not  
Limited to USY Israel Pilgrimage Programs, Ramah Seminar, the Tichon Ramah 

Yerushalyim  
Semester in High School Program, the Alexander Muss High School in Israel Program or 

any number of Gap Year (between High School and College) Programs.    
 
The Board hopes that every family with eligible children will take full advantage of this 

amazing program.  Specific details as to how Israel Dollars are earned and how the program 
will be administered are available upon request.    

 
Please call or email Rabbi Gaber  

if you have questions, you can reach him at 215-579-2200 or 
rabbi.gaber@cboi.org 

 
 

mailto:rabbi.gaber@cboi.org
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Dear CBOI Family, 
 
Our new Tree of Life front doors have been installed. 
They are so beautiful, and they welcome our members and guests as 
they enter Congregation Brothers of Israel. In keeping with our ongoing 
security initiatives, these doors must remain locked at all times. During 
regular business hours, anyone wishing to enter the building must press 
the   doorbell and identify themselves to the staff. They will then unlock 
the door from the office computer, and the person can enter the building. 
However, on Friday evenings and Saturday mornings during Shabbat, this 
procedure cannot be used. As people come for services, someone must 
be stationed at the front door to open it and welcome members and 
guests into CBOI.  
 
We are asking our members to step up and do a mitzvah by volunteering 
to be a greeter. We would like to have at least one greeter for each  
Shabbat service. If you are planning to be at services on a given Shabbat, 
and you would like to help us out and show the “Haimische” spirit that we 
are known for, please call or email. 
 
Ralph Floyd (609 468-9439 or rgfsfc53@gmail.com) 
 
We understand that there are some people who are unable to volunteer 
due to health reasons, or because they are part of the Shabbat service. 
 
Thank you in advance for your help at this time. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

 

 Donna Nowicki                                                Jim Wartenberg 

mailto:rgfsfc53@gmail.com
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   Yahrzeits   
       March 15 
                 to  
        March 21 

 
 

   Yahrzeits   
       March 15 
                 to  
        March 21 

 
 
 

19 Adar Nathan Siegle 

19 Adar Morris Laskey 

19 Adar I Harriet Feuerstein 

19 Adar Arthur Laskin 

19 Adar Rachel Glazer 

19 Adar Robert Goldsmith 

19 Adar I Pearl Levy 

19 Adar Rose Hershkowitz 

19 Adar Rose Siegel 

19 Adar Morris A. Himmelstein 

20 Adar II Norman Axe 

20 Adar II Sophia Fried 

20 Adar II Martha Kaplan 

20 Adar Franklin Axe 

20 Adar II Sylvia Rabstein West 

20 Adar Harry Fine 

20 Adar II Shirley Ableman 

21 Adar II Alvin Geser 

21 Adar I Jennie L. Wolk 

21 Adar I Tobias Goldman 

21 Adar I Doris Lubitz 

21 Adar II Alvin Geser 

21 Adar II Lester Debren 

21 Adar Florence Goldsmith 

21 Adar Hyman Friedman 

21 Adar I William Glaser 

  Esther Bletter 

22 Adar Leon Flesher 

22 Adar I Ada Gurney 

22 Adar Helen Jaffey 

22 Adar II Hyman I. Lidsky 

23 Adar Edna Berkman Greenspan 

23 Adar I Ronnie James 

23 Adar I Jacob Kodner 

24 Adar I David Etzcovitz 

24 Adar Bertha Karklin 

25 Adar Stanley Dubin 

25 Adar Gwendolyn Weiner 

25 Adar II Steven Krosnick 

25 Adar Anna Berkofsky 

25 Adar I Emanuel Geller 

25 Adar Lynn Lutz 

25 Adar I Jose M. Vistoso 

25 Adar II William C. Nass 

25 Adar Irwin Rosenthal 
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Donations  
We thank you for your generosity 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT DONATIONS ARE NOW A MINIMUM OF $10 

 

General Fund 
In memory of Albert Chasin 

From Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Novik 
 

Prayer Book Dedication  
In memory of Lynn Laskin  
From Ms. Isabelle Laskin 

 

General Fund 
In memory of Howard Cohen 

From Mr. Mitchell Cohen 
 

Yahrzeit Fund 
In memory of Molly Rubin 

From Mr. Sydney Silverman 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In memory of Harry Fine 

From Mr. & Mrs. Alan Agree 
 

Chasin Fund 
Thank You for spending  time to write a  

recommendation  letter 
From Lauren and Johnathan Cell 

 

If you would like to put 
an  

article in the voice 
please have it in the  

office the  
Wednesday of that 

week. 

Russ Education Fund 
In memory of Laiber Draifinger 
From Mr. & Mrs. Alex Draifinger 

 
Russ Education Fund 

In memory of Shirley Solomon 
From Mr. & Mrs. Alex Draifinger 

 

Yahrzeit Fund 
In memory of Molly Rubin 
From  Sydney Silverman 

 

Passport to Israel Fund 
In memory of Ida Frieland 

From Harlan Joseph 
 

Yahrzeit Fund 
In memory of Joseph Steingesser 
From Greg and Roberta Kenwood  

 
Talmud Class Study Torah 

every  Wednesday with  
Rabbi Gaber  

11-12 PM 
 

Join us for stimulating conversation of 
Jewish law and its relevance to us 

today. No Hebrew or prior knowledge 
needed to study Talmud together.  

 

 

Greenwood House Kosher Meals on Wheels needs your support to         
continue delivering kosher meals on wheels to our recipients in the  

Ewing/Lawrenceville area.  Thank you in advance. 
 

         All those interested, for additional information, please contact: 
 

Judy Nussbaum 
215-431-4729 
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