March 7th, 2019
30 Adar I, 5779

A Message from Rabbi GaberThis Shabbat, we will complete the book of Exodus during our Torah reading and see the creation of a beautiful
Mishkan, Tabernacle in the Wilderness. This will be the
place where the Israelites and God will be present for
one another, and it will help them build the ability to
trust one another by being in the moment as they make a
sacred journey to the Promised Land. As I think about
the intention of the Mishkan for the Israelites and God, I
share with you a beautiful ELI talk by Karina Zilberman, the founding
director of the Shabbaba Network which began at the 92 nd Street Y in
New York City. She talks about the difference between creating a sacred
space as a play pen or as a playground.
https://youtu.be/rXaRq9QXD6Y

For more information, see our
website at www.cboi.org

As she will share, she started with a dream of bringing more music to the
92nd Street Y and building a vibrant Jewish preschool program. She wanted to create a sacred playground, a place for children and their families to
explore, to learn and to grow by getting messy and having the trust that
what they find will help them create a stronger Jewish life. What she
found, at first, was a play pen, meant to keep everyone safe and controlled
in a particular environment. She started with a couple of parents and children in the lobby of the 92nd Street Y, where she was told that the guards
would think she would be in the way and would create a fire hazard. By
the third week, there were many more children and parents and the guard
was waiting with his own tambourine to make music. Today, they barely
fit in a room for 100. Karina set out to use the idea of a playground to
engage families with joy, love and compassion.

Upcoming Services

She listed four elements of the sacred playground – Welcome the unexpected; Be present; Be intentional; and Trust. When Moshe, Betzalel,
Oholiav and all the rest completed the Mishkan in the Wilderness, I believe they built it to be a sacred playground for themselves, their families
and the Israelites, allowing them to create a vibrant and vital Jewish life
for themselves.
And today, I hope we will continue this work at making our kehillah, our
community, a sacred playground as well. It can be a place for us to explore our faith, to explore our ritual observance, and our questions. It is
also a sacred space where we can get messy – literally and figuratively. It
is a sacred space where we can have the kavanah, the intention to experiment with bringing more spirituality and holiness into our lives. Mostly it
is a place we can be completely Present and Trust that our blessings will
be shared with love, respect and compassion for each other.
This week, I ask you:
At CBOI and in your life, would you rather practice your Judaism and
Jewish life in a play pen or a playground? Let’s discuss!!!
Shabbat Shalom

Shabbat Service Schedule
All services are held at
8:00pm on Friday night
and
9:30am Shabbat morning
Sunday morning minyan
Begins at 9:20am

Friday, March 8th
Tot Shabbat at 5:30pm
Disney Shabbat at 7:15pm
Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00pm
Cantor May will be here
Saturday, March 9th
Shabbat Services at 9:30am
Cantor May will be here
Friday, March 15th
Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00pm
Saturday, March 16th
Shabbat Services at 9:30am
The Observant Life discussion over
Kiddush: Among Co-Workers.
Kiddush Sponsored by Len and Karen Rosenfeld in
honor of Karen reading Haftorah
Friday, March 22nd
Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00pm
Cantor May will be here
Saturday, March 23rd
Shabbat Services at 9:30am
Cantor May will be here

Rabbi Gaber has a new series on YouTube
about prayer! Find it at
https://www.cboi.org/take-time-for-prayer.html
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Congregation Brothers of Israel

Israel Forum

The Israel Forum will show the documentary film "The
Long Way Home" on Sunday, March 10 from 10 am to
Noon. This film was shown in January of last year but
because of the important story it tells we are showing
again this year in commemoration of Yom Ha'Shaoah
(May 2) and Yom Ha'Atzmaut (May 9). The film, narrated by Morgan Freeman, traces the post World War
Two period from 1945-1948 and the plight of tens of
thousands of holocaust survivors and their ultimate attempts to reach British ruled Palestine. Events in Europe are recalled during this period as well as
the fighting leading up to Israel's declaration of Independence on May 14,1948. The message of this film
brings home the reason that the State of Israel is so important to the Jewish people. The survival of Israel in
1948, 1967 and on Yom Kippur of 1973 brings us full
circle to today where Israel's enemies, led by Iran,
threaten their destruction on a daily basis. The rise of
Anti-Semitism throughout Europe and the Muslim
World makes the survival of Israel more important than
ever as Jews have a potential country that welcomes
them without waiting. Just imagine if that were the case
in the 1930's as the Nazi's rose to power.
Alan Agree, Israel Forum. This piece is the opinion of
the author.
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CBOI Scholarship Information
Kessel-Young Memorial Scholarship

CBOI Online Learning is now available on the CBOI
website at https://www.cboi.org/zoom-meetings.html
This series will take place live via Zoom on Wednesday,
March 13.
Already available to you is: The Origins of AntiSemitism, White Supremacy and Hate, Human Genome:
Do We Have the Right to Play G-d?, Diminishing Gun
Violence: Israel and the United States: A Case Study and
The Origins of Kashrut and Why We Still Do It-Part 1,
and How to Bring Shabbat into Your Life.
Join Rabbi Gaber live on March 13th at 7:45pm for
an online discussion on The Goldilocks of Judaism, I
Want to be More Observant, But Not Too Observant.
Or look for the recorded discussion the next day.

The Kessel-Young Memorial Scholarship Fund was established in June 1976 by Ida Kessel and the late Joseph Kessel in memory of their parents, Lena and Louis Kessel and Dora and Louis Young.
A scholarship will be awarded to a member of our Congregation graduating from high school, on the basis of need, to
further the student’s education.
Applicants must be “hard workers” who will benefit from
this assistance. The intent is to encourage students to continue
their education. Academic excellence is not a criteria for this
award.
In establishing this special Fund, the Kessel Family has
recognized that awards are usually made to outstanding students in either sports or academic work. All too often, many
students who show promise and are willing to work are denied
assistance. To receive an application for the Kessel-Young
Memorial Scholarship Fund, contact the Synagogue.
George S. Weiner Religious School
Scholarship Fund
The George S. Weiner Religious School Scholarship
Fund has been established to aid youngsters from Congregation
Brothers of Israel to attend the Rabbi Howard Hersch Religious School. Scholarships will be given out based on need.
Contact the CBOI office for information.
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Congregation Brothers of Israel

Services This Weekend:

Donations

Friday, March 8th
Candlelighting: 5:39pm
Tot Shabbat at 5:30pm
Disney Shabbat at 7:15pm
Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00pm

We thank you for your generosity-

Saturday, March 9th
Shabbat Services at 9:30am
Torah Reader: Cantor May
Parasha: Pekudei, page 564, Exodus 38:21
Haftorah: I Kings 7:51

Yahrzeits
Isador Alter, Dora Bernstein, Esther Bletter,
Sadie Berkelhammer, Anna Berkofsky, Mash Blumgold,
Michael Cohen, Emory M. Deutsch, Ida Feld, Pearl Fine,
Gittel Glick, Sandra Hawthorne, Liba Heller, Max Janoff,
Evelyn Kallus, Louis Kalnitsky, Rebecca Kern, Sylvia
Kodner, Louis Krieger, Alvin Lipitz, Anne Litowitz,
Nathan B. Litt, Henry Marshall, Paul Romanoff, Nathan
Rome, Rachel Shanfield, Joseph D. Shein, Robert
Sherbekow, Merrill Schutzbank, Norman Torf, Samuel
Urken, Celine Welger, Lena Zucker

To the General Fund from
To the Yahrzeit Fund from
Martha Friedman in memory of
Evelyn Kallus
To the Martin Belovin Fund from
Harriet and Robin Belovin and Jan Hanlon
Wishing get well wishes to Gloria Berger
Sue and Ron Schwartz wishing
Gloria Berger a speedy recovery
To the Martin Rogoff Memorial Fund from
Carolyn and Arthur Rogoff in
Memory of Joseph Rogoff
To the Russ Education Fund from
Nancy and Alan Agree in
Memory of Pearl Fine
To the Caring Committee from
To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund from
Arlene and Henry Geller in
Memory of Emanuel Geller
To the Chasin Fund from
Joan and Rabbi Hersch in memory of
Dr. Milton Bell, uncle of Janet Barudin
From the desk of Newtown Township Police Lieutenant
Jason A. HarrisRabbi Gaber,
I am sorry I missed the event on Sunday, February 10th
when members of your congregation came to Newtown
Township. All of our First Responders were impressed
and touched by the content and presentation by the students and adults participating. I know that your group
spent a great deal of time and effort to make our Emergency Services personnel feel appreciated, it was a huge
success.
Respectfully,
Lieutenant Jason A. Harris

“Making & Sharing Purim Memories: Sisterhood is
Baking Hamantaschen March 19”
7pm
Please RSVP to trentondrs@aol.com with your
favorite flavors so there
are enough supplies for everybody!

Are you having an anniversary or wish to
commemorate a yahrzeit? Is it your child’s birthday?
Why not sponsor an
Oneg or Kiddush?
Contact the office at 215-579-2200 or
sharon.segarra@cboi.org
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