
* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
Enjoy the Young Israel of Oak Park’s Shavuot Packet! Inside, you’ll find games, 

challenging questions, riddles, and activities, as well as a lot of Torah to learn 

and discuss! As always at YIOP, there’s something for everyone!  

 

For the sections where it’s relevant, all answers are found on page 12. 
 

1. “Bring the Torah” 
You are Moshe Rabbeinu- Quick, get the Torah down Har Sinai! 

 

Beginner Level: 

 

 

Advanced: 
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
2. “Spot the Differences”- Spot the eleven differences in these scenes: 
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
3. “Shavuot Finder” 
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
4. “Torah Codes” 

Decode the following Jewish facts: 
 

Example: 365 D in Y = 365 Days in Year 
1. 5 B in T 
2. 10 P in E 
3. 12 T of I 
4. 3 F and 4 M 
5. 7 S of I 
6. 50 Y of Y 
7. 13 M in LY 
8. 8 D of P 
9. 7 W of SH 
10. 2 D of S 
11. 248 PM in T 
12. 6 B of M 

13. 120 Y of M L 
14. 24 B of T 
15. 7 M of BN 
16. 10 M in a M 
17. 100 SB on RH 
18. 7 B under a C 
19. 8 A for TR on S 
20. 2711 P in BT 
21. 6000 Y in the W 
22. ~6 H between M and M 
23. 365 NM in T 
24. 25 H of YK 
25. 10 D of R 

 

 
 

5. “Over/Under” 
Indicate whether you believe the true number is over or under the given number 

 
Example: There are 4 books in the Torah = Over 

 

1. There are 10 double-parshiyot 

2. The Torah contains 500,000 letters 

3. There are 1,500 pesukim in Sefer Bereishit 

4. There are 8 Parshiyot with only 3 hebrew letters in their name (Spelled without 

internal vuvs) 

5. 10 of 11 Parshiyot in Devarim have a haftarah from Yeshayahu 

6. Moshe was 75 years old when he returned to Egypt as Hashem’s messenger 

7. There are 43 lines per column in a modern Sefer Torah 

8. There are only 8 columns in a typical Sefer Torah that do not start with a “vuv” 

9. There were 600,001 people physically at Har Sinai 

10. There are 15 mitzvot in Parshat Yitro   
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
6. “Riddle me this” 

Challenging Jewish Riddles 
 

1. What four brachot are only said once a year? 

2. Which 3 people in Torah said “Baruch Hashem”? 

3. Two brachot in Shmoneh Esrei include the “names” of both a grandfather and a 

grandson. Which brachot, and who are they? (the “names” are not necessarily referring 

to the people themselves) 

4. In what situation would the Torah be read for 5 consecutive days without including Chol 

HaMoed or Channukah? 

5. Right now I’m Fleishig, but when I grow up I’ll be pareve. But then I might become 

fleishig again. What am I? 

6. What is the longest possible Birkat Hamazon (not just about the calendar)? 

7. What mitzvah can only be done on a Wednesday or a Thursday? 

8. Triplets are born within an hour of each other and the brit milah is on a different day for 

each of them. Their cousin was born in the same time period, but his brit milah is on an 

even different, fourth day. How is that possible? 

9. Because the sun “moves” from East to West, Yerushalayim observes every timely mitzvah 

before they’re observed in Detroit. What is the one exception? 

10. Who is one person that must sit in a chair on Tisha Bav? 

11. Which Parshah is never read at Shabbos Minchah? 

12. What similar halachah is significant for the following 3 days: 21 Cheshvan, January 3rd, 

and the 15th of Iyar? 

13. What is the translation of a word spelled vav vav vav vav? 

14. For which two people in Sefer Bereishit is Hashem’s opinion of them simply their names 

spelled backwards? 

15. What character in the Torah was born before his mother, died before his father, and was 

buried in his grandmother? 

16. Concoct a situation where a person would say 21 brachot in Shmoneh Esrei. 

17. Who was the first person to ever learn Chumash with Rashi? 

18. As a default, women light two candles for Shabbos. If a woman forgets to one week then 

she should add another for the next week. If this happens 5 weeks in a row, what is the 

total number of candles she used during the five week period?  
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
7. “Not like the Others” 

Which one doesn’t belong and why? (All Jewish themes) 
 

1.        
  

2.        
 

3.        
 

4.    (it’s not the egg) 
 

5.        
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  

6.        
 
 

7.        
 

8.        
 

9.        
 

10.        
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
8. The Curious Incident of the... Tree in the Shul 

Dear YIOP Detective , 
 
I’m the president of a shul, and we’ve got a situation. I’ll tell you as much as I know, but we need you to 
make heads or tails of this situation! It all started when some rowdy Yeshiva guys stole our tree… 

 
(Rav Moshe Feinstein remembered that in his youth...)  
The students of the yeshiva broke into our Shul right before Shavuot and removed our decorative tree, and 
it wasn’t the first time! Every time they do this it leads to an argument, with people going back and forth 
about it throughout the city… Why do they keep doing this, and is their action justified? 
 
Surely, Detective, you know what it says in the Code of Law (494:3):  

 ונוהגין לשטוח עשבים בשבועות בבית הכנסת והבתים זכר לשמחת מתן תורה ונוהגין בכל מקום לאכול
 מאכלי חלב ביום ראשון של שבועות

There’s clearly a “custom to put out foliage in the Shul and the homes, to remember the joy of the giving of 
the Torah”. And just as everyone follows the “custom to eat dairy foods…”, everyone should follow this too! 
Sure, the basis of the custom is unclear- either because it’s reminiscent of the flowers at Har Sinai 
(Levush 494), or that Hashem’s words gave off a fragrance (Shabbat 88b), or that Shavuot is the time 
we’re judged for fruit-production during the year (Magen Avraham 494:5), but regardless- it’s a real 
custom, they can’t do this! 
 
I’ve been told that there is a scholar of law, known as the “Gaon of Vilna” who claims that it is unlawful 
to place trees in shuls, under the dictum “you shall not walk in [non-Jewish] ways”, a quote from Vayikra 
18:3, but did the codifiers of law not also know this phrase? Were they not also aware of non-Jewish 
holiday trees? Surely there must be some quirk to this prohibition if they allow it! 
 
Upon further research, though, I thought that maybe the Gaon of Vilna had a point. It seems that the 
non-Jewish custom to erect the trees we see on December 25th did not begin until the 16th century. If 
that were the case, then maybe these hooligans would be justified. The Code of Law was written around 
that time- perhaps they were unaware of the custom, and therefore allowed it. But then I thought, even 
so- is there not room to say their trees do not resemble our trees? Theirs are also situated outdoors and 
only used in the winter-time (Maharsham 7:55)! 
  
But then I read another scholar’s quotation of the Vilna Gaon’s objection, and he said that the holiday it 
resembles is something called “Pfingsten”, which I think is German for “Pentecost”, which also employs 
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
trees in its celebration, but that custom is at least a thousand years old! So it seems that the Gaon of Vilna 
is actually disagreeing with the Code of Law!  
 
So, in the end of the day, I have 3 questions for you, Detective: 

1) On what grounds does the Gaon of Vilna disagree with the Code of Law? 
2) Do these hooligans have a basis for their opposition? 
3) What should we do next year- is it okay to decorate the shul with trees again? 

 

In my limited time, I wasn’t able to analyze these relevant sources, but perhaps they could be of use to you:  
Code of Jewish Law 

One [i.e., a Jew] should be distinct from them [i.e., 

non-Jews] in one’s manner of dress and in all of one’s 

actions. But all of this [i.e., these restrictions] apply only to 

things that non-Jews do for the sake of licentiousness. For 

example, they are accustomed to wearing red clothing, which 

is official/princely clothing, and other clothing that is 

similarly immodest. [These restrictions also apply] to things 

that they are accustomed to doing because of a custom or rule 

that does not have a[ny underlying] reason, out of concern 

that [a Jew who does such things will follow the] “ways of the 

Amorites,” and that it has the blemish of [i.e., is tainted by] 

idol worship inherited from their ancestors. But things that 

they are accustomed to doing for a useful purpose—such as 

their custom for expert doctors to wear particular clothing so 

that the doctors will be recognized as specialists—one is 

permitted to wear [such clothing]. (Maharik Shoresh 88) 

 

 

The Mishneh Brurah 

In remembrance of the joy of receiving the Torah: for there 

were grasses around Mount Sinai, as it says "The flocks and 

cattle shall not graze..." Latter sages wrote that in places 

where it is the custom to give out fragrant grasses in the 

synagogue, they should not give them out from Barukh 

SheAmar until after the Amida, so that one may bless over 

them (the blessing for fragrant vegetation)-- because during 

that period it is forbidden to interrupt (the prayer). There is a 

custom to stand trees in the synagogues and homes in 

remembrance that on Shavuot judgment takes place for the 

fruits of the tree. The Gr"a abolished this custom because 

now it is the ritual of the (non-Jewish) nations to put up trees 

on their holiday. 

 

Rav Ovadiah Yosef 

In Summary: The custom to decorate the shuls and the Sifrei 

Torah with flower wreaths and roses, and to set up tree 

branches in the shul has a trustworthy foundation based on 

the Midrashim of Chazal, and the customs of the Jewish 

people is law. 

 יורה דעה קע״ח
 יהא מובדל מהם במלבושיו ובשאר
 מעשיו (שם) וכל זה אינו אסור אלא

 בדבר שנהגו בו העובדי כוכבים לשם
 פריצות כגון שנהגו ללבוש מלבושים

 אדומים והוא מלבוש שרים וכדומה לזה
 ממלבושי הפריצות או בדבר שנהגו
 למנהג ולחוק ואין טעם בדבר דאיכא

 למיחש ביה משום דרכי האמורי ושיש
 בו שמץ עבודת כוכבים מאבותיהם אבל
 דבר שנהגו לתועלת כגון שדרכן שכל
 מי שהוא רופא מומחה יש לו מלבוש

 מיוחד שניכר בו שהוא רופא אומן מותר
 ללובשו וכן שעושין משום כבוד או טעם

 אחר מותר
 

 משנה ברורה תצ״ד
 {י} זכר לשמחת מתן תורה - שהיו שם

 עשבים סביב הר סיני כדכתיב הצאן
 והבקר אל ירעו וגו'. כתבו האחרונים

 במקום שנוהגין לחלק עשבים המריחים
 בבהכ"נ לא יחלקו מברוך שאמר עד

 אחר תפלת י"ח כדי שיוכל לברך עליהן
 דבינתים אסור להפסיק. נוהגין להעמיד
 אילנות בבהכ"נ ובבתים זכר שבעצרת
 נידונו על פירות האילן [מ"א] והגר"א
 ביטל מנהג זה משום שעכשיו הוא חק
 העמים להעמיד אילנות בחג שלהם

 

 שו"ת יחוה דעת חלק ד סימן לג
 בסיכום: המנהג שנהגו לקשט את בתי

 הכנסת וספרי תורה בכתרי פרחים
 ושושנים, ולהעמיד שם ענפי אילנות, יש

 לו יסוד נאמן על פי מדרשי חז"ל.
 ומנהגם של ישראל תורה הוא.
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
 

9. “Context Clues” 
 

Answer the following questions by piecing together clues  
in the Tikkun Leil Shavuot scene below 

 
1. What is the son’s name? 

2. How many kids are in the family? 

3. For how long has it already been 

Shavuot? 

4. Did the family have milchigs or 

fleishigs for dinner? 

5. Towards which direction is the point of 

view facing? 

6. Who ate the cake? 

7. What day of the week is 

it? 

8. How old is the boy? 

9. Name one sefer they are 

learning? 

10.  What Aliyah do the 

father and son get in Shul? 
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
 

10. “Bring it Home” 
Discuss among yourselves- how can we relate the Aseret Hadibrot to the 

world we live in? Discuss with your family members! 
 

1. “I am Hashem”- What in life reminds you that Hashem is in the world? 

2. “No other gods”- What kinds of things do people “idolize”/worship nowadays? 

3. “Don’t take Gd’s name in vain”- What topics are so special you shouldn’t just 

talk about them anywhere and everywhere? 

4. “Keep Shabbos”- What do you look forward to most about Shabbos? 

5. “Honor your Parents”- What kinds of things make your parents happy? 

6. “Don’t Murder”- How can we solve problems peacefully? 

7. “Don’t Commit Adultery”- How do you become a trusted friend? 

8. “Do not Kidnap”- What are some examples of respecting others' property? 

9. “Do not bear false witness”- Why is it important to be honest? 

10. “Don’t be jealous”- Name 5 things you are grateful for in life. 
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* * * * * * * * * *    * * * * * * * * * *  
ANSWER KEY 

2. Answers to “Spot the Differences”: 
1. No lightning bolt in top right corner 
2. The “hey” in the Aseret Hadibrot is now a “daled” 
3. There’s an extra “ray of sunshine” on the left side of the cloud 
4. There’s another vertical ridge mark in the center of the mountain 
5. There’s a missing flower in at the base of the mountain, in the middle 
6. There’s an extra flower on the small hill to the right at the base of the 

mountain 
7. One of the kippot in the middle of the crowd is now black 
8. The eyes of the child in the middle now has white pupils 
9. A man’s kippah to the left of the crowd now has vertical lines around the 

border 
10. The man in the bottom left is missing the waves in his head scarf 
11. The man on the bottom right, holding the staff, now has fingers. 

 
4. Answers to the “Torah Codes”: 

1. 5 Books in Torah 
2. 10 Plagues in Egypt 
3. 12 Tribes of Israel 
4. 3 Father and 4 Mothers 
5. 7 Species of Israel 
6. 50 Years of Yovel 
7. 13 Months in a Leap Year 
8. 8 Days of Pesach 
9. 7 Weeks of Sefirat HaOmer 
10. 2 Days of Shavuot 
11. 248 Positive Mitzvot in Torah 
12. 6 Books of Mishnah 
13.  120 Years in Moshe’s Life 
14. 24 Books of Tanach 
15. 7 Mitzvot of Bnei Noach 
16. 10 Men in a Minyan 
17. 100 Shofar Blows on Rosh Hashanah 
18. 7 Brachot under a Chuppah 
19. 8 Aliyot for Torah Reading On Shabbos 
20. 2711 Pages in the Babylonian Talmud 
21. 6000 Years in the World 
22. ~ 6 Hours between Meat and Milk 
23. 365 Negative Mitzvot in Torah 
24. 25 Hours of Yom Kippur 
25. 10 Days of Repentance 

 
5. Answers to the “Over/Under”: 

1. Under, 7 
2. Under, 304,805 
3. Over, 1533 
4. Over, 9 
5. Under, 9 
6. Over, 80 
7. Under, 42 
8. Under, 6 
9. Over, ~2,000,000 
10. Over, 16 

 
6. Answers to “Riddle me this”: 

1. First fruit blossoms of Nissan, Bedikat Chametz, Nachem on Tisha Bav, 
Lehadlik Ner Shel Yom HaKippurim 

2. Noach (Bereishit 9:26), Eliezer the servant of Avraham (Bereishit 24:27), 
and Yitro (Shmot 18:10) 

3. Avraham and Yaakov in the first brachah, Adam and Enosh in Atah 
Chonen 

4. Rosh Hashannah on a Thursday-Friday (Tzom Gedaliah on Sunday) 
5. An undeveloped egg 
6. Shabbos, Rosh Chodesh Tevet, with a brit milah 
7. Eruv Tavshilin 
8. One boy was born before sunset, the next week his brit will be on Erev 

Yom Tov. The next boy was born after sunset but “bein hashmashot”. 
Because of doubt, his brit cannot supersede Yom Tov, and is postponed 
until after Yom Tov. The third boy was born after nightfall, so his brit takes 
place on Yom Tov. Their cousin, born also during bein hashmashot, was 
born outside of Israel, so his brit is postponed for two days of Yom Tov. 

9. Mikrah Megillah 
10. The person who does hagbahah 
11. Bereishit 
12. Dates which mark the passing of 30 days from a liturgical change- Mashiv 

Haruach, V’ten Brachah, V’ten Tal U’matar. If one doesn’t know if he/she 
said them passed this date, they need not repeat Shmoneh Esrei. 

13. “Vav” (spelled vav vav) means hook. A vav in front means and, and a vav 
after mean’s his, meaning ‘and his hook’, pronounced “vevavo” or u’vavo. 

14. Noach found “chein” in Hashem’s eyes (Bereishit 6:8), and Er was “ra” in 
the eyes of Hashem (Bereishit 38:7) 

15. Hevel 
16. A Kohein Chazzan on a fast day in Eretz Yisrael (Aneinu and birkat 

kohanim) 
17. Rashi’s father. 
18. None. 

 
7. Answers to “Not Like the Others”: 

1. The fish. It is not related to a Shavuot minhag 
2. The Elephant husk. It is not used to make a Sefer Torah 
3. Tzedakah- it’s not one of the Aseret HaDibrot 
4. The Channukiah. It’s the only which does not have a Talmudic 

masechet/tractate named for it 
5. 18. It is the only one not associated with Matan Torah. 
6. Airplane. The only situation a person is encouraged to sleep. 
7. The Rambam. He’s the only one without a commentary on the Torah. 
8. The honey. It is the only one not made from one of the shivat haminim of 

Israel. 
9. Man lifting the box- it’s not one of the 39 melachot 
10. The etrog- it is the only edible mitzvah which is not consumed when 

ritually used 
 
8. The incident of the Tree in the Shul 
The Gra and the Shulchan Aruch (Rav Moshe Isserles to be exact) might be in 
disagreement about how far-reaching the prohibition of “Chukat Akum” extends. 
According to the Vilna Gaon, it may be that even traditions that have little basis in 
non-Jewish ritual and have logical purpose for Jewish values- still would be 
problematic. The Rama, however, believes that even as mundane a purpose as 
distinguishing doctors with a specific kind of clothing is enough of a “purpose” which 
outweighs the possible prohibition of “Chukat Akum”.  
 
The Mishneh Brurah quotes multiple, seemingly contradictory, opinions. The 
argument could be made that his conclusion is that trees are off-limits, but any other 
decoration is okay, as a compromise approach. It’s possible to read that position into 
Rav Ovadyah Yosef’s words too. 
 
9. “Context Clues” 

1. Dovid- his name is on the Tefillin bag. The bigger one belongs to the 
father, because it has a tallit and tefillin 

2. Three- Although there are only two at the table, we can see there are 
small three candles next to the two tall ones, indicating three kids. 

3. 2 hours and 5 minutes. The candle-lighting time is on the facing wall- 
“9:41”. The clock currently reads 11:46. 

4. Fleishigs. No one drinks non-dairy creamer if they don’t have to. In this 
case, you can see the creamer on the table next to the hot water urn, 
which says “pareve”. 

5. Our view is facing east. We can see the shtender situated with a siddur 
against the facing wall, indicating that it’s that direction that they’re 
davening. 

6. The father. The cake on the right hand table has a piece missing, and the 
father has a stain on his shirt. 

7. Saturday night. We know that Shavuot occurs on the 6th of Sivan. If we 
look at the calendar, that year the sixth fell out on Sunday. If we look back 
at the clock, however, it’s not yet midnight. The correct answer would 
either be “Yom RIshon”, which starts on motzei-Shabbos, or Saturday. 

8. 14. The calendar on the right says that it’s 2019, and the album on the top 
left of the bookcase says “Bar Mitzvah ‘18”.  

9. Sefer Bamidbar. We can see on the bookshelf a set of seforim. Each of 
the 5 seforim of the Torah are accounted for besides Bamidbar. 

10. Kohen. We can see on their tallit bag that they spell their last name with 
the acronym “Katz”, which stands for “Kohein Tzedek”. 
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