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I will iy”H also give a short drashah this Shabbos following davening, with a mask on. 

 

“The clothes make the man”, the saying goes. This weekend, however, we find an interesting 

contradiction. On the one hand, we have Purim. A holiday when many will dress up as things 

they certainly don’t want to be. For instance, my kids dressed up as junk food (okay, maybe it 

doesn’t apply to them, but you get my point). On the other hand, we’ll read Parshat Tetzaveh this 

Shabbos, which delineates the meticulous and regal dress of the Kohanim. Putting these two 

circumstances side-by-side (which happens very rarely), we find mixed messaging in terms of 

our clothing. Should we dress to hide, like on Purim, or dress to impress, like the Kohen? 

 

We dress up on Purim to signify the hidden nature of the miraculous events that took place 

(among other possible explanations). The momentum was trending in Haman’s favor, and then 

took an abrupt turn. Beyond that, the preponderance of “coincidences” that led to the ultimate 

salvation of the Jewish people was to due Hashem’s “hidden hand” working behind the scenes. 

As we know, Hashem’s name never appears in the Megillah, but His presence is felt throughout. 

In this way, we dress up on Purim to express what happened during the story, the hiddenness of 

the events, or Hashem. 

 

Another part of that unawareness is a halachah which has unfortunately been abused to a 

dangerous level. We know that the Shulchan Aruch (695) quotes the notion of drinking on 

Purim to the extent that one cannot distinguish between “Blessed Mordechai” and “cursed 

Haman”. This, too, may signify the hidden nature of the Purim story; that it wasn’t clear who 

was going to ultimately rule the day. I discussed the underlying importance of celebrating 

emotionally, instead of intellectually, in my short shiur between Mincha and Maariv, on 

Thursday. But there’s a beautiful interpretation of this halacha from Rav Yonatan Eibeschitz, in 

his Yaarot Devash. 

 

Rav Eibeschitz takes the phrase “until one does not know between cursed Haman and blessed is 

Mordechai” in a more literal sense. He asks- what is “between” the introduction of Mordechai in 

Chapter 2 and the introduction of Haman in Chapter 3? The story of Esther being brought 

before the King but not revealing her identity. At the time, the hiding of her identity was part of 

what they thought would be the solution. While we cannot know what would have happened, it’s 

not entirely clear whether that concealment was actually necessary. On Purim, says Rav 
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Eibeschitz, we’re meant to “forget” what happened between Mordechai and Haman; we should 

forget the hiding of our Jewish identity. 

 

While during Purim itself we replay the hiddenness of the story by dressing up, and “masking” 

what’s really happened, ultimately, by the end of the Megillah when everything is revealed, we 

should have developed pride in our own Judaism. We shouldn’t feel like we have to hide who we 

are. We should “forget” that scene between Mordechai and Haman when Esther keeps it to 

herself, and instead live our Judaism out in the open, free from worrying about persecution or 

the judgements of others. 

 

This is also the message of the Kohen. Instead of putting on clothing of a regular laborer, or 

someone doing menial tasks, the Kohen has to know that he represents the Jewish people. He’s 

the one who will be performing the many honorable tasks inside the Mishkan/Beit HaMikdash 

for the entire nation. Such a role is deserving not only of unique clothing, but distinguished and 

royal clothing. 

 

The Sefer HaChinuch (Positive Mitzvah 99) explains (like he does by other mitzvot) that the act 

of wearing these clothes will bring the Kohen to a certain appreciation for what he gets to do. He 

could easily become desensitized into thinking that this responsibility is like any other job, with 

no outstanding qualities. Instead, as he takes care to meticulously don the garments in the 

exacting and proper way detailed in this week’s Parshah, he recognizes that what he’s about to 

do carries the utmost importance. In a corollary to Hasherm in the Purim story (lehavdil), 

Moshe Rabbeinu’s name is not mentioned once in Tetzaveh, the only Parshah like that in the last 

foru books of the Torah. The message to the Kohanim is to remind them that they, too, can lead 

and represent the Jewish people. The clothing helps them remember that. “The clothing makes 

the man”. 

 

So, in a sense, the movement from Purim on Friday to Tetzaveh on Shabbos is itself the intended 

purpose of Purim generally. We often find ourselves in a world where religion, or Judaism 

specifically, is the abnormal way of society. It’s not broadcasted on Television or showcased on 

billboards. In many ways, Hashem is “hidden” in the outside world too. The story of Purim 

comes to remind us that, while we may dress up in this or that costume, we nonetheless know 

who we truly are, and Who is truly behind us. It’s a time when we appreciate those moments of 

concealment in order to develop the pride of revealing our true identity, like Esther herself. After 

Purim, we realize what it means to be part of the Jewish people, and how we should never feel 

ashamed or embarrassed into hiding that identity.  

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

 

Rabbi Katz 
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