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Volume 21 Issue 3 

MARCH 2024                          ד‘‘תשפ אדר ב-אדר א   

     Rabbi Shaya Katz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dressing up on Purim is one of those beloved traditions whose origins are 
unknown. Despite the fact that we don't find much of any early sources 
pointing to the custom, we can still find meaning in its practice.  
 

Perhaps the most outstanding theme of Purim is camaraderie. We exchange meals 
with each other, we provide for the needy, and we host or attend festive meals in 
large gatherings (and particularly at YIOP!). This theme is attributable to how the 
Megillah recalls the statements of Haman, which incriminate the Jewish people, and 
the statements of Esther, which encourage the Jewish people. 
 

First, Haman says to Achashverosh "there is a nation, scattered and separated among 
the nations..." (Esther 3:8). Later, Esther prepares to enter the chamber of 
Achashverosh by asking the Jewish people to daven on her behalf, "Go, gather all of 
the Jews together..." (4:16). It is in recognition of this transition that we focus so 
heavily on coming together as a people. 
 

And yet, when we think about dressing up on Purim - sure, it creates a fun 
atmosphere, but how do we come together by hiding ourselves? Is it not the 
antithesis of camaraderie to not be present and not be our true selves with each 
other? 
 

The pasuk in the beginning of Ki Tisa explains that one is not allowed to directly 
count the Jewish people, "lest there be a plague" (Shemot 30:12). Rashi explains that 
whenever there is a "counting", it invites the "evil eye". The most common 
observance of this halacha is in how we don't directly count people for a 
minyan, but we rather use a pasuk as a device. What are we meant to learn from 
this sentiment? What is so detrimental about counting people?  
 
                                                                                                  (continued on next page) 
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One would suggest that "counting", in this context, references a particular 
struggle for any community when it tries to come together. Every community 
is essentially just a collection of individuals. The unity of the community is 
determined by each individual's willingness to put their own desires and 
identities on hold, in order to be part of the whole. The more any one 
individual looks out for themselves or retains their own personal goals at the 
expense of the community, the less unity there will be among the group. When 
seen this way, perhaps "counting" is a way of determining how many 
individuals there are. Meaning, how many distinct, and independent persons 
are in a given place. The more they're "counted", the less they are part of the 
group. Hence, if there is "counting", there is destruction, of the group. if the 
people are not counted individually, then they remain part and parcel of the 
overall gathering. 
 

Dressing up on Purim has many possible reasons, including how it 
represents the concealed nature of Hashem's hand in the Purim story. Perhaps 
another reason for it, however, is to accentuate the importance of not clinging 
to our own identities, especially when they come at the expense of the 
community. Yes, we are all ultimately individuals, with our own pursuits and 
aspirations. But for one day, we "conceal" those personal goals, and try to come 
together as a whole, making sure those individual concerns don't get in the 
way of connecting with each other. We set aside our differences which make 
us who we are, and we join together with others through our shared history. 
Especially in a year like this, where we have seen the value of sticking 
together, of fighting for each other, let us set aside (hide) whatever personal 
interests we have, and let us come together to celebrate the triumph over our 
enemies, and the survival of our people. 
 
Rabbi Katz 
 
    
 
 

BARUCHIM HABAIM 

To our returning members: Simon & Ruchie Kresch  
To our new members: Shlomo & Sara Batt & Family 
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         TRIBUTES IN FEBRUARY 
To:         Steven Cohen, Mazel Tov on his 70th birthday 

From:     David & Adina Barth, Myra Selesny, Eugene & Julie Sherizen, Pam Lippitt 
To:          Isaac & Malka Weiss, Mazel Tov on the birth of their son, Jacob. 
From:     Gil & Chani Stebbins, Eric Hansen 

To:          Robert & Gail Buxbaum, Mazel Tov on the marriage of their daughter,     
     Rochel to Joseph Quintas 

From:     Gil & Chani Stebbins 

To:          Rick & Bruryia Schwarcz, Mazel Tov on the birth of their grandson 

From:     Gil & Chani Stebbins 

To:          Sunny Segal in memory of her husband, Meyer Segal 
From:     Stuart & Janelle Teger, Gail Berkove 
To:    Yerachmiel & Sarah Shaw, Mazel Tov on being the YIOP honorees at our   
     annual dinner 

From:     Milt Neuman 
To:    Ruvi & Shelley Singal 
From:      Neil Duchan 
                  
                                  TRIBUTES TO THE EDUCATION FUND 

To:        Alan Feiler for a Refuah Shleima   
From:    Leonard & Shoshana Pollack  
         
 

For tributes,  
call the office,  
(248) 967-3655 

 

TZEDAKAH CORNER          
YIOP gave to these charities in February including: 

30 TEP 
Lezion Brina  $36 
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TODAH RABBAH 

To Our Kiddush Sponsors: Alexander & Lyudmilla Roytman, Sabes & Hennes  
families, YIOP & friends fantasy football league, Jeremy & Jaimie Lerner 

To Our Early Minyan Kiddush Sponsors: Rick & Bruryia Schwarcz, Howard & 
Margery Klausner, Naftali & Dahlia Gardin 
To Our Shabbat Davening Sponsors: Jason & Franci Feld, Sam & Dorit Flatt 
To Our Shabbat Slurpee Sponsors: Dovi & Maia Snider 
To Our Flatt Infant/Toddler Room Sponsor: Wayne & Debbie Lusky  
To Our Snacks for Infants & Toddler Sponsors: Saul Grunfeld 
To Our Snacks for Youth Sponsors: Jack & Helen Berke, Sam & Melanie Kupfer 

To Our Seudah Shlisheet Sponsors: Mendel & Carol Seligson, Ruvi & Shelley 
Singal, Dovid Kleid 

To Our Anim Zemirot Club Sponsors: Jeff & Reyna Katz 
To Our Shiurim Sponsors: Stuart & Janelle Teger, Clara Katz & family, Jeff & Reyna 
Katz, Henry & Rose Brystowski, Paula Katz, Shiffy Jubas, David & Adina Barth 
To Our Beit Midrash Sponsors: Avy & Jessica Schreiber, Joseph & Sara Bricker 
To Our Tikkun Sponsors: Clara Katz & family, Gary & Malke Torgow 

To Stuart & Janelle Teger for donating a Sefer in memory of Meyer Segal. 
To Our Melave Malka Volunteers: Adina Barth, Jason Feld, Howard & Margery 
Klausner, & Milt Neuman. Yasher Koach to our chairpersons: Sharon Cohen & 

Shoshana Katz. 
To all those who donated the prizes for the raffle at our Melave Malka. 

MAZEL TOV 

To Robert & Gail Buxbaum on the marriage of their daughter, Rochel to Joseph 
Quintas. 
To the 5-Minute Mishna Brurah Chaburah for completing the first volume. 
To Jack & Chana Waterstone on the engagement of their granddaughter, Leibe 
Elbinger to Chaim Linder of Beit Shemesh. 
To Joel & Julie Margolis on the birth of their granddaughter, Kayla to Rabbi Shneur 
& Devora Leah Stern of Lauderhill, FL. 
To Mendel & Carol Seligson on the birth of their great-grandson to Ashie & Rivky 
Tesser of Lakewood. 
To Steven & Sharon Cohen on the birth of their grandson, Sammy Asher to Jamie & 
Dena Small & to great-grandmother, Lillian Yashinsky. 
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Adina & David Barth 
Shlomo & Sara Batt 

Sharon & Steven Cohen 
Miriam Falcon  ל ‘‘ז  

Samantha & David Faust 
Franci & Jason Feld 

Rebecca & Gil Feldman 
 Sarita & Mayer Fox 

Ronald Herman 
Shiffy Jubas 

Margery & Dr. Howard Klausner 
Shoshana & Daniel Kohn 

 

 
 
 

Dr. Steven Lorch 
Milt Neuman 
Sherrill Platt 

Shoshana & Dr. Leonard Pollack 
Dr. Mintzi  Schramm 
Rina & Joshua Sabes 
Shelley & Ruvi Singal 

Batya & Rabbi Yaakov Snider 
Chani & Gil Stebbins 

Sandra & Dr. Sylvan  Stern 
Malke & Gary Torgow 

Leah & Dr. David Ungar 

-Becoming a Ha’Bonim member demonstrates your commitment to further enhance the fiscal 
and spiritual viability of YIOP.  Please contact the Shul office at (248) 967-3655 with questions. 

The YIOP website now accepts online payments. Whether making a donation or paying for an 
event, you can make the payment at yiop.org/donate  

In this section, I hope to highlight some reading material people may find insightful or meaningful. Each month will                     
feature a sefer I use/have used and a book I’m reading/have read. 

                                                                                                         On the Rabbi’s… 
...Shtender                       ...Nightstand                ...Podcast App  

Chumash Otzar 
Mefarshei  

Rashi is a collection of many 
"super-commentaries" of 
Rashi. Many commentaries 
we are familiar with 
(Maharal, Or Hachaim, Ram-
ban) reference, challenge 
and bring support to Rashi, 
and they are included in this 
set of Seforim. But there are 
others that exclusively deal 
with questioning or              
answering difficulties with 
the material or form of 
Rashi's commentary. We 
have often used these                            
commentaries for the weekly 
Parsha kashya. 

The Source: 
The Secrets of the  

Universe, the Science of 
the Brain by Tara Swart  
details some of the 
phenomena that happen 
within our brain that cause 
us to make/avoid                
decisions in life. She          
discusses how we have the 
power to rewire our brains 
to focus on-as opposed to 
filter out-the opportunities 
around us that support our 
true desires in life. We 
can reinforce good habits 
through reusing neural 
pathways that underlie 
those behaviors. 

Rav Moshe 
Weinberger's Shiur on 
the "Marbin B'Simcha"  

of Adar Aleph (available on 
the Aish Kodesh YouTube 
Channel, from Feb 21). R' 
Weinberger discusses the 
challenge of feeling joy 
during difficult times and 
the ease of feeling joy 
during explicitly 
celebratory times. He recalls 
Viktor Frankel's experiences 
and ideas through 
the Holocaust and how 
living with the purpose of 
Avodat Hashem can fuel our 
lifestyle regardless of what 
else is going on. 

http://yiop.org/donate
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SAVE THE DATE: 
Sunday, March 24, 2024 

5:00PM 
 

More details to follow. 
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March 2024 

Young Israel of Oak Park

Sun Mon Tue Wed

 כג אדר א

ראש חדש-ל אדר א  

שושן פורים-טו אדר ב פורים-יד אדר ב   

ראש חדש-א אדר ב  

Early Minyan           6:15AM     
Shacharit                     7AM 
Parshah Shiur         1:30PM 
Minchah                       6PM 

 כה אדר א

Early  Minyan                              6AM   
followed by Megillah            
I Believe                                   7:15AM 
Daf Yomi                                  715AM 
Shacharit                                      8AM 
Megillah II                              9:30AM 
Minchah         pre Seudah & 6:15PM                

 ב אדר ב

 ז אדר ב ח אדר ב

Early  Minyan        6:05AM            
Shacharit                     7AM 
Minchah                6:05PM 

Beit Midrash  
7PM &  8PM 

Early  Minyan      6:15AM            
Shacharit                    7AM
Minchah                 6:05PM
Halacha Shiur         7PM    

Early Minyan                6:15AM      
Shacharit                            7AM 
Parshah Shiur               1:30PM 
Minchah                        6:05PM 

Early  Minyan             6:40AM              
I Believe                       7:15AM 
Shacharit                          8AM            
Daf Yomi                     8:45AM  
Minchah                      6:05PM 

 כד אדר א

Early  Minyan        6:15AM    
Shacharit                      7AM
Minchah                      6PM
Halacha Shiur             7PM 

 ט אדר ב

Early Minyan                    6:40AM              
I Believe                             7:15AM 
Shacharit                                 8AM            
Daf Yomi                            8:45AM 
Minchah                              6:05PM 

Early Minyan         6:05AM 
Shacharit                     7AM 
Minchah                  6:05PM 

Beit Midrash  
7PM &  8PM 

Early Minyan             6:15PM 
Shacharit                         7AM 
Parshah Shiur             1:30PM 
Minchah                      6:05PM 

Early Minyan          6:15AM
Shacharit                      7AM
Minchah                   6:05PM      
Halachah Shiur            7PM                   

Early  Minyan      6:25AM              
I Believe                7:15AM 
Shacharit                   8AM            
Daf Yomi              8:45AM  
Minchah                    6PM* 

Early  Minyan             6AM 
Shacharit                      7AM 
Minchah                       6PM 

Beit Midrash  
7PM &  8PM 

Early Minyan            6:15AM          
Shacharit                         7AM 
Parshah Shiur            1:30PM 
Minchah                       6:15PM    

 טז אדר ב

Early  Minyan       6:15AM              
Shacharit                     7AM
Minchah                  6:15PM

Halacha Shiur             7PM                         

PURIM SEUDAH 5PM 

31 

Early  Minyan        6:05AM            
Shacharit                     7AM 
Minchah                6:15PM 

Beit Midrash  
7PM &  8PM 

Early  Minyan             6:40AM              
I Believe                       7:15AM 
Shacharit                          8AM            
Daf Yomi                     8:45AM  
Minchah                      6:20PM 

 כא אדר ב

*Switch to Plag 
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Young Israel of Oak Park 
ד     ‘‘אדר א תשפ-שבט  

Wed Thu Fri SAT 

Early Minyan                        8:15AM 
Shacharit                                    9AM 
Daf Yomi                               5:55PM 
Shiur                                       6:30PM     
Minchah                                7:15PM 
Shabbat Ends                        8:23PM 

1 6  

 כו אדר א כח אדר א

Early  Minyan         6:15AM     
Shacharit                      7AM 
Minchah                  6:10PM 
After Plag               6:25PM 
By Shkiyah             7:21PM 

Early Minyan         6:15AM 
Shacharit                     7AM  
Candle lighting     6:13PM 
Minchah                 6:15PM 

 ד אדר ב ג אדר ב

Early  Minyan      6:15AM             
Shacharit                    7AM 
Minchah                 6:05PM 
Halacha Shiur         7PM     

פקודי -ו אדר ב   

Early Minyan                     8:15AM 
Shacharit                                  9AM 
Daf Yomi                             4:50PM 
Shiur                                   5:25PM  
Minchah                             6:10PM      
Shabbat Ends                    7:15PM    

Early  Minyan        6:15AM     
Shacharit                      7AM 
Minchah                      6PM 
Halacha Shiur             7PM  

פרשת שקלים-ויקהל-כט אדר א  

פרשת זכור-ויקרא-יג אדר ב  

Early  Minyan              6:05AM 
Shacharit                           7AM 
Minchah                            6PM 
Peshischa Shiur           6:35PM 

Early Minyan            6:05AM 
Shacharit                        7AM 
Minchah                     6:05PM    
Peshischa Shiur         6:40PM 

 ה אדר ב

Early Minyan          6:15AM 
Shacharit                      7AM 
Minchah                   6:05PM       
Halachah Shiur            7PM                    

Fast Begins                         6:09AM 
Early  Minyan                    6:05AM 
Shacharit                                 7AM 
Minchah                             7:15PM 
Fast Ends                            8:15PM 

Early Minyan               8:15AM 
Shacharit                           9AM 
Daf Yomi                      6:05PM 
Shiur                             6:40PM 
Minchah                       7:25PM   
Shabbat Ends               8:32PM 
Maariv                         8:50PM 
Megillah I                         9PM 
Megillah II                 10:30PM 

Early  Minyan         6:15AM     
Shacharit                      7AM 
Minchah                  6:15PM 
After Plag                6:31PM     
By Shkiyah              7:29PM    

 יב אדר ב יא אדר ב י אדר ב

Early  Minyan       6:15AM               
Shacharit                     7AM 
Minchah                  6:15PM 

Halacha Shiur             7PM                          

Early Minyan                      8:15AM 
Shacharit                                  9AM 
Daf Yomi                             4:40PM 
Shiur                                     5:15PM 
Minchah                               6:00PM  
Shabbat Ends                       7:07PM 

Early Minyan          6:15AM  
Shacharit                       7AM  
Candle lighting        6:05PM 
Minchah                    6:10PM 

 יז אדר ב

כי תשא-כו אדר א  כה אדר א 

 כז אדר א
Shabbat Mevorchim 

 יט אדר ב יח אדר ב

Early  Minyan         6:05AM 
Shacharit                       7AM 
Minchah                    6:15PM                  
Peshischa Shiur        6:50PM 

פרשת פרה-צו-כ אדר ב  

Early  Minyan         6:15AM     
Shacharit                      7AM 
Minchah                   6:20PM 

After Plag               6:37PM 
By Shkiyah             7:37PM 

Early Minyan                        8:15AM 
Shacharit                                    9AM 
Daf Yomi                               6:15PM   
Shiur                                      6:50PM          

Minchah                                7:35PM      
Shabbat Ends                        8:40PM      

Fast of Esther 

Change clock 


