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920 - 722 BCE 

 

2 King 17 

In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea son of Elah 

became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned nine years. 

2 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, not like the kings of 

Israel who preceded him. 

5 The king of Assyria invaded the entire land, marched 

against Samaria and laid siege to it for three years. 6 In the 

ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria 

and deported the Israelites to Assyria.  

7 All this took place because the Israelites had sinned 

against the Lord their God, who had brought them up out of 

Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They 

worshiped other gods 8 and followed the practices of the nations the Lord had driven 

out before them, as well as the practices that the kings of Israel had introduced. 9 The 

Israelites secretly did things against the Lord their God that were not right. From 

watchtower to fortified city they built themselves high places in all their towns. 10 They 

set up sacred stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every spreading 

tree. 11 At every high place they burned incense, as the nations whom the Lord had 

driven out before them had done. They did wicked things that aroused the Lord’s anger. 

12 They worshiped idols, though the Lord had said, “You shall not do this. 13 The Lord 

warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets and seers: “Turn from your evil ways. 

Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that I 



commanded your ancestors to obey and that I delivered to you through my servants the 

prophets.” 

14 But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their ancestors, who did not 

trust in the Lord their God. 15 They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made 

with their ancestors and the statutes he had warned them to keep. They followed 

worthless idols and themselves became worthless. They imitated the nations around 

them although the Lord had ordered them, “Do not do as they do.” 

16 They forsook all the commands of the Lord their God and made for themselves two 

idols cast in the shape of calves, and an Asherah pole. They bowed down to all the starry 

hosts, and they worshiped Baal. 17 They sacrificed their sons and daughters in the fire. 

They practiced divination and sought omens and sold themselves to do evil in the eyes 

of the Lord, arousing his anger. 

18 So the Lord was very angry with Israel and removed them from his presence. Only 

the tribe of Judah was left, 19 and even Judah did not keep the commands of the Lord 

their God. They followed the practices Israel had introduced. 20 Therefore the Lord 

rejected all the people of Israel; he afflicted them and gave them into the hands of 

plunderers, until he thrust them from his presence. 

21 When he tore Israel away from the house of David, they made Jeroboam son of 

Nebat their king. Jeroboam enticed Israel away from following the Lord and caused 

them to commit a great sin. 22 The Israelites persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam and 

did not turn away from them 23 until the Lord removed them from his presence, as he 

had warned through all his servants the prophets. So the people of Israel were taken 

from their homeland into exile in Assyria, and they are still there. 

 

750 - 586 BCE 



Prophet V Priest 

 

Isaiah 1 

1 The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the 

reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

2  Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth! 

    For the Lord has spoken: 

“I reared children and brought them up, 

    but they have rebelled against me. 

The ox knows its master, 

    the donkey its owner’s manger, 

but Israel does not know, 

    my people do not understand.” 

4 Woe to the sinful nation, 

    a people whose guilt is great, 

a brood of evildoers, 

    children given to corruption! 

They have forsaken the Lord; 

    they have spurned the Holy One of Israel 



    and turned their backs on him. 

Why should you be beaten anymore? 

    Why do you persist in rebellion? 

Your whole head is injured, 

    your whole heart afflicted. 

From the sole of your foot to the top of your head 

    there is no soundness— 

only wounds and welts 

    and open sores, 

not cleansed or bandaged 

    or soothed with olive oil.  

Your country is desolate, 

    your cities burned with fire; 

your fields are being stripped by foreigners 

    right before you, 

    laid waste as when overthrown by strangers. 

Daughter Zion is left 

    like a shelter in a vineyard, 

like a hut in a cucumber field, 



    like a city under siege.  

Unless the Lord Almighty 

    had left us some survivors, 

we would have become like Sodom, 

    we would have been like Gomorrah. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 

    you rulers of Sodom; 

listen to the instruction of our God, 

    you people of Gomorrah! 

“The multitude of your sacrifices— 

    what are they to me?” says the Lord. 

“I have more than enough of burnt offerings, 

    of rams and the fat of fattened animals; 

I have no pleasure 

    in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 

When you come to appear before me, 

    who has asked this of you, 

    this trampling of my courts? 

Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 



    Your incense is detestable to me. 

New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— 

    I cannot bear your worthless assemblies. 

Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals 

    I hate with all my being. 

They have become a burden to me; 

    I am weary of bearing them. 

When you spread out your hands in prayer, 

    I hide my eyes from you; 

even when you offer many prayers, 

    I am not listening. 

Your hands are full of blood! 

Wash and make yourselves clean. 

    Take your evil deeds out of my sight; 

    stop doing wrong. 

Learn to do right; seek justice. 

    Defend the oppressed.[a] 

Take up the cause of the fatherless; 

    plead the case of the widow. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17672a


 

Babylonian Exile 

586-516 BCE 

 

Psalm 137 

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept 

    when we remembered Zion. 

There on the poplars 

    we hung our harps, 

for there our captors asked us for songs, 

    our tormentors demanded songs of joy; 

    they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 

How can we sing the songs of the Lord 

    while in a foreign land? 

If I forget you, Jerusalem, 

    may my right hand forget its skill. 

May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth 

    if I do not remember you, 



if I do not consider Jerusalem 

    my highest joy. 

Remember, Lord, what the Edomites did 

    on the day Jerusalem fell. 

“Tear it down,” they cried, 

    “tear it down to its foundations!” 

Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction, 

    happy is the one who repays you 

    according to what you have done to us. 

Happy is the one who seizes your infants 

    and dashes them against the rocks. 

 

Jeremiah 29 

This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the 

surviving elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other 

people Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 (This was 

after King Jehoiachin[a] and the queen mother, the court officials and the leaders of 

Judah and Jerusalem, the skilled workers and the artisans had gone into exile from 

Jerusalem.) 3 He entrusted the letter to Elasah son of Shaphan and to Gemariah son of 

Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. It said: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-19638a


4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile 

from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat 

what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons 

and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. 

Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of 

the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it 

prospers, you too will prosper.” 8 Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not 

listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying lies to you 

in my name. I have not sent them,” declares the Lord. 

 

 

Back from Exile? 516 BCE - 70CE 
 
Ezra 1) 

 
It was the first year of the rule of Cyrus. He was king of Persia. The Lord 

inspired him to send a message all through his kingdom. It happened so that 

what the Lord had spoken through Jeremiah would come true. The message 

was written down. It said, 

 “Cyrus, the king of Persia, says, 

“‘The Lord is the God of heaven. He has 

given me all the kingdoms on earth. He 

has appointed me to build a temple for 



him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Any of his people among you may go up to 

Jerusalem and build the Lord’s temple. He is the God of Israel. He is the God 

who is in Jerusalem. And may their God be with them. 4 The people still left 

alive in every place must bring gifts to the people going. They must provide 

silver and gold to the people going up to Jerusalem. The people must bring 

goods and livestock. They should also bring any offerings they choose to. All 

those gifts will be for God’s temple in Jerusalem.’ ”..... 

Ezra 3) 

 

All the people gave a loud shout. They praised the Lord. They were glad 

because the foundation of the Lord’s temple had been laid. 12 But many of 

the older priests and Levites and family leaders wept out loud. They had 

seen the first temple. So when they saw the foundation of the second 

temple being laid, they wept. Others shouted with joy. 13 No one could tell 

the difference between the shouts of joy and the sounds of weeping. That’s 

because the people made so much noise. The sound was heard far away. 

 

 

Nehemiah 8) 

 

 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They 

told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which 

the Lord had commanded for Israel. 



 

2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before 

the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to 

understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square 

before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could 

understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 

 

4 Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the 

occasion.  

 

5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing 

above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the Lord, 

the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! 

Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the 

ground. 

 

9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the 

Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy to the 

Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as 

they listened to the words of the Law. 

 

10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to 

those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for 

the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

 



11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not 

grieve.” 

 

12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and 

to celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had 

been made known to them. 

 

13 On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the 

priests and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the teacher to give attention to the 

words of the Law. 14 They found written in the Law, which the Lord had 

commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to live in temporary shelters 

during the festival of the seventh month 15 and that they should proclaim this 

word and spread it throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill 

country and bring back branches from olive and wild olive trees, and from 

myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make temporary shelters”—as it is written. 

 

16 So the people went out and brought back branches and built themselves 

temporary shelters on their own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the 

house of God and in the square by the Water Gate and the one by the Gate of 

Ephraim. 17 The whole company that had returned from exile built temporary 

shelters and lived in them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the 

Israelites had not celebrated it like this. And their joy was very great. 

 



18 Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the Book of the Law 

of God. They celebrated the festival for seven days, and on the eighth day, in 

accordance with the regulation, there was an assembly. 

 

 

Talmud Sanhedrin: 

Had Moses not received the Torah, Ezra would have been worthy (of receiving it) 

 

Shaye Cohen 
The theological and religious crisis caused the destruction (of the second temple) 
seems to have been much less severe than that experienced in the aftermath of 
the Babylonian destruction of the First Temple in 586 BCE, perhaps because the 
Judaism of the Second Temple period had created new institutions and ideologies 
that prepared it for a time when the Temple and the sacrificial cult would no 
longer exist   
 

 


