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“The antonym of "forgetting" is not "remembering", but justice.”
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Deuteronomy 26: 1-8

1: When you enter the land that the LORD your God is giving you as a heritage, and you
possess it and settle in it,

You shall take some of every first fruit of the soil, which you harvest from the land that
the LORD your God is giving you, put it in a basket and go to the place where the LORD
your God will choose to establish His name.

You shall go to the priest in charge at that time and say to him, “I acknowledge this day
before the LORD your God that | have entered the land that the LORD swore to our
fathers to assign us.”

The priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down in front of the altar of
the LORD your God.

You shall then recite as follows before the LORD your God: “My father was a fugitive
Aramean. He went down to Egypt with meager numbers and sojourned there; but there
he became a great and very populous nation.



The Egyptians dealt harshly with us and oppressed us; they imposed heavy labor upon
us.

We cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our plea and saw our
plight, our misery, and our oppression.

The LORD freed us from Egypt by a mighty hand, by an outstretched arm and awesome
power, and by signs and portents.

He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.

Joshua: Summary
After the death of Moses the Israelites enter into the land of Canaan presumably
eradicating the inhabitants of the land



Judges:

“In those days there was no king in Israel;
everyone did what was right in his own
eyes.”

1200-1000 BCE
To King or not to King

*— Beersheba

Simeon

1Sam 8

1 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as Israel’s leaders. 2 The name of his
firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba.
3 But his sons did not follow his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and

accepted bribes and perverted justice.

4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said
to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead

us, such as all the other nations have.”

6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed

to the Lord. 7 And the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is



not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done
from the day | brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving
other gods, so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and

let them know what the king who will reign over them will claim as his rights.”

10 Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a king.
11 He said, “This is what the king who will reign over you will claim as his rights: He will
take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in
front of his chariots. 12 Some he will assigh to be commanders of thousands and
commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still
others to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your
daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields
and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his attendants. 15 He will take a tenth
of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. 16 Your male
and female servants and the best of your cattle[c] and donkeys he will take for his own
use. 17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. 18
When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, but the

Lord will not answer you in that day.”

19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us.
20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before

us and fight our battles.”

21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the Lord. 22 The

Lord answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.”

Then Samuel said to the Israelites, “Everyone go back to your own town.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7386c

Deuteronomy 17:14-20

(14) If, after you have entered the land that the LORD your God has assigned to you, and
taken possession of it and settled in it, you decide, “I will set a king over me, as do all
the nations about me,” (15) you shall be free to set a king over yourself, one chosen by
the LORD your God. Be sure to set as king over yourself one of your own people; you
must not set a foreigner over you, one who is not your kinsman. (16) Moreover, he shall
not keep many horses or send people back to Egypt to add to his horses, since the LORD
has warned you, “You must not go back that way again.” (17) And he shall not have
many wives, lest his heart go astray; nor shall he amass silver and gold to excess. (18)
When he is seated on his royal throne, he shall have a copy of this Teaching written for
him on a scroll by the levitical priests. (19) Let it remain with him and let him read in it
all his life, so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God, to observe faithfully every
word of this Teaching as well as these laws. (20) Thus he will not act haughtily toward
his fellows or deviate from the Instruction to the right or to the left, to the end that he
and his descendants may reign long in the midst of Israel.

2Sam7

King David was living in his palace, and the Lord had given him peace from all his
enemies around him. 2 Then David said to Nathan the prophet, “Look, | am living in a

palace made of cedar wood, but the Ark of God is in a tent!”

3 Nathan said to the king, “Go and do what you really want to do, because the Lord is

with you.”

4 But that night the Lord spoke his word to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant David,
‘This is what the Lord says: Will you build a house for me to live in? 6 From the time |
brought the Israelites out of Egypt until now | have not lived in a house. | have been
moving around all this time with a tent as my home. 7 As | have moved with the
Israelites, | have never said to the tribes, whom | commanded to take care of my people

Israel, “Why haven’t you built me a house of cedar?”’



8 “You must tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord All-Powerful says: | took you
from the pasture and from tending the sheep and made you leader of my people Israel.
9 | have been with you everywhere you have gone and have defeated your enemies for
you. | will make you as famous as any of the great people on the earth. 10 Also | will
choose a place for my people Israel, and | will plant them so they can live in their own
homes. They will not be bothered anymore. Wicked people will no longer bother them
as they have in the past 11 when | chose judges for my people Israel. But | will give you
peace from all your enemies. | also tell you that | will make your descendants kings of

Israel after you.

12 ““When you die and join your ancestors, | will make one of your sons the next king,
and | will set up his kingdom. 13 He will build a house for me, and | will let his kingdom
rule always. 14 | will be his father, and he will be my son. When he sins, | will use other
people to punish him. They will be my whips. 15 | took away my love from Saul, whom |
removed before you, but | will never stop loving your son. 16 But your family and your

kingdom will continue always before me. Your throne will last forever.””

920 BCE Split Kingdom

1 King 12

Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone there to make him king. 2 When
Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King
Solomon), he returned from Egypt. 3 So they sent for Jeroboam, and he and the whole

assembly of Israel went to Rehoboam and said to him: 4 “Your father put a heavy yoke



on us, but now lighten the harsh labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will

serve you.”

5 Rehoboam answered, “Go away for three days and then come back to me.” So the

people went away.

6 Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his father Solomon during

his lifetime. “How would you advise me to answer these people?” he asked.

7 They replied, “If today you will be a servant to these people and serve them and give

them a favorable answer, they will always be your servants.”

8 But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and consulted the young men
who had grown up with him and were serving him. 9 He asked them, “What is your
advice? How should we answer these people who say to me, ‘Lighten the yoke your

father put on us’?”

10 The young men who had grown up with him replied, “These people have said to you,
‘Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but make our yoke lighter.” Now tell them, ‘My little
finger is thicker than my father’s waist. 11 My father laid on you a heavy yoke; | will
make it even heavier. My father scourged you with whips; | will scourge you with

scorpions.””...

So the Israelites went home. 17 But as for the Israelites who were living in the towns of

Judah, Rehoboam still ruled over them.

18 King Rehoboam sent out Adoniram, who was in charge of forced labor, but all Israel
stoned him to death. King Rehoboam, however, managed to get into his chariot and
escape to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this

day.



20 When all the Israelites heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him
to the assembly and made him king over all Israel. Only the tribe of Judah remained

loyal to the house of David.

21 When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he
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now likely revert to the house of David. 27 If these
people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem, they will again
give their allegiance to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah. They will kill me and return

to King Rehoboam.”



28 After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves. He said to the people, “It is
too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, Israel, who brought you up
out of Egypt.” 29 One he set up in Bethel, and the other in Dan. 30 And this thing
became a sin; the people came to worship the one at Bethel and went as far as Dan to

worship the other.

920 -722 BCE

2 King 17

In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea son of Elah became king of Israel in
Samaria, and he reigned nine years. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, not like the

kings of Israel who preceded him.

5 The king of Assyria invaded the entire land, marched against Samaria and laid siege to
it for three years. 6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria

and deported the Israelites to Assyria.

7 All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the Lord their God, who
had brought them up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They
worshiped other gods 8 and followed the practices of the nations the Lord had driven
out before them, as well as the practices that the kings of Israel had introduced. 9 The
Israelites secretly did things against the Lord their God that were not right. From
watchtower to fortified city they built themselves high places in all their towns. 10 They
set up sacred stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every spreading
tree. 11 At every high place they burned incense, as the nations whom the Lord had

driven out before them had done. They did wicked things that aroused the Lord’s anger.



12 They worshiped idols, though the Lord had said, “You shall not do this. 13 The Lord
warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets and seers: “Turn from your evil ways.
Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that |
commanded your ancestors to obey and that | delivered to you through my servants the

prophets.”

14 But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their ancestors, who did not
trust in the Lord their God. 15 They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made
with their ancestors and the statutes he had warned them to keep. They followed
worthless idols and themselves became worthless. They imitated the nations around

them although the Lord had ordered them, “Do not do as they do.”

16 They forsook all the commands of the Lord their God and made for themselves two
idols cast in the shape of calves, and an Asherah pole. They bowed down to all the starry
hosts, and they worshiped Baal. 17 They sacrificed their sons and daughters in the fire.
They practiced divination and sought omens and sold themselves to do evil in the eyes

of the Lord, arousing his anger.

18 So the Lord was very angry with Israel and removed them from his presence. Only
the tribe of Judah was left, 19 and even Judah did not keep the commands of the Lord
their God. They followed the practices Israel had introduced. 20 Therefore the Lord
rejected all the people of Israel; he afflicted them and gave them into the hands of

plunderers, until he thrust them from his presence.

21 When he tore Israel away from the house of David, they made Jeroboam son of
Nebat their king. Jeroboam enticed Israel away from following the Lord and caused
them to commit a great sin. 22 The Israelites persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam and
did not turn away from them 23 until the Lord removed them from his presence, as he
had warned through all his servants the prophets. So the people of Israel were taken

from their homeland into exile in Assyria, and they are still there.



920 - 586 BCE

Prophet V Priest

Isaiah 1

1 The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the

reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

2 Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth!

For the Lord has spoken:
“I reared children and brought them up,
but they have rebelled against me.
The ox knows its master,
the donkey its owner’s manger,
but Israel does not know,
my people do not understand.”

4 Woe to the sinful nation,

a people whose guilt is great,
a brood of evildoers,

children given to corruption!



They have forsaken the Lord;

they have spurned the Holy One of Israel

and turned their backs on him.

Why should you be beaten anymore?

Why do you persist in rebellion?

Your whole head is injured,

your whole heart afflicted.

From the sole of your foot to the top of your head

there is no soundness—

only wounds and welts

and open sores,

not cleansed or bandaged

or soothed with olive oil.

Your country is desolate,

your cities burned with fire;

your fields are being stripped by foreigners

right before you,

laid waste as when overthrown by strangers.

Daughter Zion is left



like a shelter in a vineyard,

like a hut in a cucumber field,

like a city under siege.

Unless the Lord Almighty

had left us some survivors,

we would have become like Sodom,

we would have been like Gomorrah.

Hear the word of the Lord,

you rulers of Sodom;

listen to the instruction of our God,

you people of Gomorrah!

“The multitude of your sacrifices—

what are they to me?” says the Lord.

“I have more than enough of burnt offerings,

of rams and the fat of fattened animals;

| have no pleasure

in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.

When you come to appear before me,

who has asked this of you,



this trampling of my courts?

Stop bringing meaningless offerings!

Your incense is detestable to me.

New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—

| cannot bear your worthless assemblies.

Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals

| hate with all my being.

They have become a burden to me;

| am weary of bearing them.

When you spread out your hands in prayer,

| hide my eyes from you;

even when you offer many prayers,

| am not listening.

Your hands are full of blood!

Wash and make yourselves clean.

Take your evil deeds out of my sight;

stop doing wrong.

Learn to do right; seek justice.

Defend the oppressed.[a]


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17672a

Take up the cause of the fatherless;

plead the case of the widow.

Psalm 137

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept
when we remembered Zion.
There on the poplars
we hung our harps,
for there our captors asked us for songs,
our tormentors demanded songs of joy;
they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
How can we sing the songs of the Lord
while in a foreign land?
If | forget you, Jerusalem,
may my right hand forget its skill.
May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth

if 1 do not remember you,



if | do not consider Jerusalem
my highest joy.
Remember, Lord, what the Edomites did
on the day Jerusalem fell.
“Tear it down,” they cried,
“tear it down to its foundations!”
Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction,
happy is the one who repays you
according to what you have done to us.

Happy is the one who seizes your infants

and dashes them against the rocks.

Babylonian Exile

586-516 BCE

Jeremiah 29

This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the
surviving elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other

people Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 (This was



after King Jehoiachin[a] and the queen mother, the court officials and the leaders of
Judah and Jerusalem, the skilled workers and the artisans had gone into exile from
Jerusalem.) 3 He entrusted the letter to Elasah son of Shaphan and to Gemariah son of

Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. It said:

4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those | carried into exile
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat
what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons
and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.
Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of
the city to which | have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it
prospers, you too will prosper.” 8 Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of
Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not
listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying lies to you

in my name. | have not sent them,” declares the Lord.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-19638a

