
2021-22 Ikaron Curriculum Summaries
30 lessons per level, plus Sunday/Friday family programs

IKARON ushers each child on a journey of discovery, helping them to uncover an
authentic connection to the time-tested teachings of Judaism. We do this through
project-based learning, interactive activities, and opportunities to explore personal
connections. Through exposure to prayer, ritual, Shabbat and festival observance,
and Torah study, IKARON students will embrace life lessons guided by Jewish
ethics. Hebrew vocabulary and connection to the land of Israel are reinforced
throughout.

The lessons theme for the Jewish year of 5782 is BLESSINGS:
Students gain insight into the purpose of blessings: They learn blessings as
recognizing God as The Source of everything. Students learn blessings for food,
blessings for rituals, blessings for events . Older students develop character by
learning to recognize opportunities and circumstances as blessings and what it
means to BE a blessing.

Ikaron offers 4 levels of learning:
Ikaron 1-Alef (TK - K) in person only
Ikaron 2-Bet (Grades 1-2) in person only
Ikaron 3-Gimmel (Grades 3-4) In person and Online
Ikaron 4-Dalet (Grades 5 and up) In-person and Online

Ikaron Alef offers in-person learning for children in grades TK and K. Students
learn to say/sing words of basic prayers and think about the idea that prayer is
talking to G-d in ourselves and beyond.  They learn the ‘Why’ of Jewish holidays and
the purpose of rituals and ritual items associated with each holiday. Students
develop a familiarity with the stories and people throughout the book of Genesis,
the Exodus story, revelation at Sinai and the scroll of Esther. By learning sounds of
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Hebrew letters, using Hebrew words related to each lesson, students gain emerging
recognition of letter sounds. Through stories from Torah, students learn that Israel
has historically been a special land to the Jewish people. Children also develop
character by learning about the following themes which are woven through the
lessons: being charitable, fixing mistakes, being a good host, expressing gratitude
to God, appreciating Torah study, seeing beauty in nature, and being courageous.

Ikaron Bet offers in-person learning for children in grades 1 and 2. Ikaron Bet
students progress from basic familiarity with prayers, Jewish holidays and Torah
stories to a deeper awareness of their capacity to develop their Jewish identity as a
key to happy living as they move through the cycle of the Jewish year. Students
continue to develop Hebrew language skills by noticing hebrew words connected to
the weekly projects and by reinforcement of Hebrew letter sounds and introduction
to vowel sounds.

Ikaron Gimmel offers in-person or online for children in grades 3 and 4. Students
in IKARON Gimmel experience age-appropriate reinforcement and building upon
earlier Jewish learning. They also learn the Hebrew days of the week and the names
of Jewish months. They learn about Rosh Chodesh and the lunar month. Level
Gimmel students keep an ‘Achrayut - responsiblity’ journal, which reinforces a
sense of personal and familial responsibility and introduces the idea of communal
responsibility as part of Jewish living.

Ikaron Dalet offers online learning for students in grade 5 and beyond. These
students receive an expansion of knowledge and skills, plus depth of understanding
on a continuum of lessons about Jewish Holidays, Torah people, Hebrew language
and the land of Israel. Each IKARON Dalet student keeps a ‘Soul check’ journal in
which he/she expresses areas of strength and ways they can grow in sensitivity and
action. The weekly soul check keeps our students aware of the importance of
personal growth as a part of living as a Jew.
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