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Members of the Board of Directors of the Orange County Interfaith Network are heartbroken 
on behalf of the families whose loved-one’s lives were senselessly taken in the horrific acts of 
violence in Buffalo, New York and Laguna Woods this past weekend. As people of faith and 
compassion, we pray that those forced to grieve over the tragic deaths caused by baseless 
hatred will find solace through the love and support of family and community.  We also pray 
that full healing is at hand for those who have suffered the physical and emotional wounds 
caused by these and so many other horrific shootings that have become so common place.  
 
OCIN’s stated mission is to promote acceptance, understanding and respect for Orange 
County’s diverse communities of faith and goodwill. We envision an Orange County where 
diverse communities and faith groups work together for the common good with mutual 
understanding, respect, and trust. At this critical moment, we share our hope that every 
community in this great county will someday embrace these basic human ideals. 
 
This weekend’s events are a direct affront to the privileges we hold dear and promote as faith 
leaders: the sanctity of all human life, the right to live peacefully, to take care of our personal 
and family needs, and worship without fear. Our brothers and sisters have been denied these 
rights by angry, misinformed, and hate-filled perpetrators whose actions represent the worst in 
society.  We recognize that any of us may be victim to these horrific acts of violence for simply 
being in the wrong store, movie theater, concert, restaurant, workplace, or sadly even a house 
of worship at the wrong time.  This is not the America we love and believe in. 
 
We call on members of all congregations, houses of worship and faith communities in Orange 
County and across the country to express outrage against all forms of racially and religiously 
motivated hate and bigotry that inevitably lead to violence and death.  We passionately call 
upon our elected officials at every level of government to do what is required to protect all 
people against indiscriminate gun violence.  



It is our calling as people of faith and members of the human family to actively mourn with the 
those whose lives have been forever changed because of the rise in racially motivated domestic 
terror in the last two decades.  We must fervently teach, exemplify, and act on the best parts of 
our respective faith traditions that lead to increased love, understanding and healing. 
 
To learn about how our community is coming together to respond visit 
https://www.ochumanrelations.org/hatefreeoc/   



 


