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3:1-2   King Nebuchadnezzar made a statue of gold sixty cubits high and six cubits broad. He set it up in the 
plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. King Nebuchadnezzar then sent word to gather the satraps, prefects, 
governors, counselors, treasurers, judges, officers, and all the provincial officials to attend the dedication of 
the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
 
3-6   So the satraps, prefects, governors, counselors, treasurers, judges, officers, and all the provincial officials 
assembled for the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and stood before the statue 
that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
The herald proclaimed in a loud voice, “You are commanded, O peoples and nations of every language, when 
you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, zither, lyre, psaltery, bagpipe, and all other types of instruments, to 
fall down and worship the statue of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 
Whoever will not fall down and worship shall at once be thrown into a burning fiery furnace.” 

ָנָּדִעְּב ֹּפְמּוס ֙ןיִרֵּתְנַסְפ אָ֤כְּבַׂש ]סֹו֨רְתַק[ )סרתיק( אָ֠תיִקֹורְׁשַ֠מ אָ֣נְרַק לָ֣ק ןּו֡עְמְׁשִת־יִּֽד א֡ ָיְנ֣ ְֹכו א֔  םֶלֶ֣צְל ֙ןּודְּגְסְִתו ןּו֤לְּפִּת אָ֑רָמְז יֵ֣נְז ל֖
 ׃ֽאָּכְלַמ רֶַּ֥צנְדַכּוְבנ םיֵ֖קֲה יִּ֥ד אָ֔בֲהַּד

 
7   And so, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, zither, lyre, psaltery, and all other 
types of instruments, all peoples and nations of every language fell down and worshiped the statue of gold 
that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
 
8-12   Seizing the occasion, certain Chaldeans came forward to slander the Jews. 
They spoke up and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 
You, O king, gave an order that everyone who hears the horn, pipe, zither, lyre, psaltery, bagpipe, and all types 
of instruments must fall down and worship the golden statue, and whoever does not fall down and worship 
shall be thrown into a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom you appointed to administer the 
province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; those men pay no heed to you, O king; they do not 
serve your god or worship the statue of gold that you have set up.” 
 
13-15   Then Nebuchadnezzar, in raging fury, ordered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to be brought; so 
those men were brought before the king.  
Nebuchadnezzar spoke to them and said, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, that you do not 
serve my god or worship the statue of gold that I have set up? 
Now if you are ready to fall down and worship the statue that I have made when you hear the sound of the 
horn, pipe, zither, lyre, psaltery, and bagpipe, and all other types of instruments, [well and good]; but if you 
will not worship, you shall at once be thrown into a burning fiery furnace, and what god is there that can save 
you from my power?” 
 
16-18   Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego said in reply to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to 
answer you in this matter, for if so it must be, our God whom we serve is able to save us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and He will save us from your power, O king. But even if He does not, be it known to you, O king, 
that we will not serve your god or worship the statue of gold that you have set up.” 
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19   Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage at Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego that his visage was 
distorted, and he gave an order to heat up the furnace to seven times its usual heat. 

ָנּוּתַאְל ֣אֵזֵמְל ֙רַמְָאו הֵ֤נָע ֹוְ֑גנ דֵ֣בֲַעו Yַׁ֖שיֵמ Yַ֥רְדַׁש־לַע ]יִּ֔נַּתְׁשֶא[ )ונתשא( ֙יִהֹוּ֙פְנַא םֵ֤לְצּו אָ֗מֱח יִ֣לְמְתִה רֶַּ֜צנְדַכּוְבנ ִןיַ֨דאֵּב ־דַ֨ח א֔
 ׃ּֽהֵיְזֵמְל הֵ֖זֲח יִּ֥ד לַ֛ע הָ֔עְבִׁש

 
20-21  He commanded some of the strongest men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
and to throw them into the burning fiery furnace. So these men, in their shirts, trousers, hats, and other 
garments, were bound and thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 
 
22-23   Because the king’s order was urgent, and the furnace was heated to excess, a tongue of flame killed 
the men who carried up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 
But those three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, dropped, bound, into the burning fiery furnace. 
 
24-25   Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and, rising in haste, addressed his companions, saying, “Did 
we not throw three men, bound, into the fire?”  
They spoke in reply, “Surely, O king.” 
He answered, “But I see four men walking about unbound and unharmed in the fire and the fourth looks like a 
divine being.” 
 
26-27   Nebuchadnezzar then approached the hatch of the burning fiery furnace and called, “Shadrach, 
Meshach, Abed-nego, servants of the Most High God, come out!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego 
came out of the fire. 
The satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the royal companions gathered around to look at those men, on 
whose bodies the fire had had no effect, the hair of whose heads had not been singed, whose shirts looked no 
different, to whom not even the odor of fire clung. 
 
28-30   Nebuchadnezzar spoke up and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who 
sent His angel to save His servants who, trusting in Him, flouted the king’s decree at the risk of their lives 
rather than serve or worship any god but their own God. 
I hereby give an order that [anyone of] any people or nation of whatever language who blasphemes the God 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego shall be torn limb from limb, and his house confiscated, for there is no 
other God who is able to save in this way.” 
Thereupon the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego in the province of Babylon. 
 
31-33“King Nebuchadnezzar to all people and nations of every language that inhabit the whole earth: May 
your well-being abound! The signs and wonders that the Most High God has worked for me I am pleased to 
relate. How great are His signs; how mighty His wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and His 
dominion endures throughout the generations.” 
 
Genesis 11:31   Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, 
the wife of his son Abram, and they set out together from Ur of the Chaldeans - םיִּ֗דְׂשַּכ רּו֣אֵמ  - for the land of 
Canaan; but when they had come as far as Haran, they settled there. 
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Pseudo Philo, Biblical Antiquities, 6:1-5, 12-13, 16-18  
Then all they that had been divided and dwelt upon the earth gathered together there after, and dwelt 
together; and they set forth from the East and found a plain in the land of Babylon: and there they dwelt, and 
they said every man to his neighbour: Behold, it will come to pass that we shall be scattered every man. from 
his brother, and in the latter days we shall be fighting one against another. Now, therefore, come and let us 
build for ourselves a tower, the head whereof shall reach unto heaven, and we shall make us a name and a 
renown upon the earth. 
 
And they said everyone to his neighbour: Let us take bricks (lit. stones), and let us, each one, write our names 
upon the bricks and burn them with fire: and that which is thoroughly burned shall be for mortar and brick… 
And they took every man their bricks, saving 12 men, which would not take them, and these are their names: 
Abraham, Nachor, Loth, Ruge, Tenute, Zaba, Armodath, Iobab, Esar, Abimahel, Saba, Auphin.  
 
And the people of the land laid hands on them and brought them before their princes and said: These are the 
men that have transgressed our counsels and will not walk in our ways. And the princes said unto them: 
Wherefore would ye not set every man your bricks with the people of the land? And they answered and said: 
We will not set bricks with you, neither will we be joined with your desire. One Lord know we, and him do we 
worship. And if ye should cast us into the fire with your bricks, we will not consent to you.  
 
And the princes were wroth and said: As they have said, so do unto them, and if they consent not to set bricks 
with you, ye shall burn them with fire together with your bricks… 
 
And the prince took those 11 men and sent other 50 with them, and commanded them saying … And know 
that if any man transgress one of all these words that I have spoken unto you, he shall be burned with fire. So 
the men went forth, and he took Abram by himself and shut him up where he had been shut up aforetime. 
 
And after 7 days were passed, the people were gathered together and spake unto their prince saying: Restore 
us the men which would not consent unto us, that we may burn them with fire. And they sent captains to 
bring them, and they found them not, save Abram only. And they gathered all of them to their prince saying: 
The men whom ye shut up are fled and have escaped that which we counselled… 
 
And they took him and built a furnace and kindled it with fire, and put bricks burned with fire into the 
furnace. Then Jectan the prince being amazed (lit. melted) in his mind took Abram and put him with the bricks 
into the furnace of fire.  
 
But God stirred up a great earthquake, and the fire gushed forth of the furnace and brake out into flames 
and sparks of fire and consumed all them that stood round about in sight of the furnace; and all they that 
were burned in that day were 83,500. But upon Abram was there not any the least hurt by the burning of 
the fire. 
 
And Abram arose out of the furnace, and the fiery furnace fell down, and Abram was saved. And he went 
unto the 11 men that were hid in the hill country and told them all that had befallen him, and they came down 
with him out of the hill country rejoicing in the name of the Lord, and no man met them to affright them that 
day. And they called that place by the name of Abram, and in the tongue of the Chaldeans Deli, which is being 
interpreted, God. 



 

www.orhamidbar.org 

Midrash Tanhuma, Vayikra 6:1 
So also (in Prov. 6:16-19), “Six things the Lord hates…: Haughty eyes, …. A heart plotting thoughts of deceit, feet quick to 
run to evil, […]” This refers to Ahab ben Kolaiah and Zedekiah ben Maaseiah (the false prophets of Jer. 29:21-23), who 
sinned in Jerusalem. 
And that was not enough for them, but after they had gone into exile in Babylon, they added to their sin.  
And what had they done in Jerusalem?  
They were false prophets. Moreover, they did not forsake their trade in Babylon.  
Now they would pimp for each other. Ahab would go to visit [one of] the great ones in the kingdom and would say to 
him, “I am so-and-so, a prophet. The Holy One, blessed be He, has sent me to say something to your wife.” [So his 
interlocutor] would say to him, “Here she is before you. Go on in.”  
When he was alone with her, he would say to her, “The Holy One, blessed be He, wants to raise up prophets from you. 
Simply go, have intercourse with Zedekiah, and give birth to prophets from him.”  
So he would come and have intercourse with her.  
Then Zedekiah would similarly pimp for Ahab. And this was their trade for several years.  
 
Come and see how wicked they were: They gave themselves a reputation in Babylon for being great prophets. When 
some woman became pregnant and saw one of them, she would say to him, “If you are a prophet, what is in my womb? 
A male or a female?”  
He would say, “A male.”  
Then he would go to her neighbors and say, “So-and-so will bear a female.”  
If she bore a male, she would say, “So-and-so, the prophet, told me.”  
If it was a female, the neighbors would say, “Thus did so-and-so, the prophet, tell us; but he did not want to worry you.”  
Now they acted in this way until they came to Shemirah, the wife of Nebuchadnezzar.  
Zedekiah said to her, “The Holy One, blessed be He, has sent me to you. Simply go, have intercourse with Ahab, and give 
birth to prophets from him.”  
She said to him, “I may not do [this] without the agreement of my husband. Rather, let him come and let him inform us 
that he wants this thing.”  
She went to her husband and told [the matter] to Nebuchadnezzar.  
[So] he called for them and they both came. And he said to them, “Is this what you said to my wife?” 
They said, “Yes, as the Holy One, blessed be He, wants to raise prophets from her.”  
He said to them, “But have I not heard about your God that He hates licentiousness; and that as a result of that which 
Zimri breached sexual mores, twenty-four thousand [men] fell? And you tell me this? Perhaps He recanted? I don’t know 
if you are false prophets or true prophets, but I have already tested Hannaniah, Mishael and Azariah and I burned the 
fiery finance for them for seven days and threw them inside, and they came out alive and well. But for you, I will only 
burn it for one day and throw you inside. If you are saved from the furnace, I will know that you are certainly true 
prophets and we will do whatever you say, according to your testimony.”  
They said to him, “Hannaniah, Mishael and Azariah were three and we are two; and the miracle is [only] done for three.”  
He said to them, “Is there a third [person] like you?”  
They said, Yehosuha the High Priest,” thinking in their hearts that they would be saved by his merit.  
They brought Yehoshua the High Priest and threw him into the furnace with them. The two of them were burnt [to 
death], and Yehoshua the High Priest was saved, as stated (Zech. 3:2), “Is this not a brand pulled out of the fire?” (Jer. 
29:22:)  
“And from Ahav and Zedekiah, a curse was taken for all of the exile of Judah in Babylon, saying, ‘May God make you like 
Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king of Babylon consigned to the flames!‘“ 
Who caused these wicked ones to be burned?  
It was because they ran with their feet towards abominations and sins.  
It is therefore stated (in Prov. 19:2), “and one who hastens with the feet is a sinner.” 


