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Heavenly Dreaming - Daniel 7 
 
1-3   In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and a vision of his mind in bed; 
afterward he wrote down the dream. Beginning the account, Daniel related the following: “In my vision at 
night, I saw the four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea. Four mighty beasts different from each other 
emerged from the sea.  
 
4   The first was like a lion but had eagles’ wings. As I looked on, its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted off 
the ground and set on its feet like a man and given the mind of a man. 
 
5    Then I saw a second, different beast, which was like a bear but raised on one side, and with three fangs in 
its mouth among its teeth; it was told, ‘Arise, eat much meat!’ 
 
6    After that, as I looked on, there was another one, like a leopard, and it had on its back four wings like those 
of a bird; the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 
 
7   After that, as I looked on in the night vision, there was a fourth beast—fearsome, dreadful, and very 
powerful, with great iron teeth—that devoured and crushed, and stamped the remains with its feet. It was 
different from all the other beasts which had gone before it; and it had ten horns. 
 
8   While I was gazing upon these horns, a new little horn sprouted up among them; three of the older horns 
were uprooted to make room for it. There were eyes in this horn like those of a man, and a mouth that spoke 
arrogantly. 
 
9-10   As I looked on, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took His seat. His garment was like 
white snow, And the hair of His head was like lamb’s wool. His throne was tongues of flame; Its wheels were 
blazing fire. A river of fire streamed forth before Him; Thousands upon thousands served Him; Myriads upon 
myriads attended Him; The court sat and the books were opened. 
 
11-12   I looked on. Then, because of the arrogant words that the horn spoke, the beast was killed as I looked 
on; its body was destroyed and it was consigned to the flames. The dominion of the other beasts was taken 
away, but an extension of life was given to them for a time and season. 
 
13-14   As I looked on, in the night vision, one like a human being came with the clouds of heaven; He reached 
the Ancient of Days and was presented to Him. Dominion, glory, and kingship were given to him; All peoples 
and nations of every language must serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass 
away, and his kingship, one that shall not be destroyed. 
 
15-16   As for me, Daniel, my spirit was disturbed within me and the vision of my mind alarmed me. 
I approached one of the attendants and asked him the true meaning of all this. He gave me this interpretation 
of the matter: 
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17-18   ‘These great beasts, four in number [mean] four kingdoms will arise out of the earth; then holy ones of 
the Most High will receive the kingdom, and will possess the kingdom forever—forever and ever.’ 
 
19-20   Then I wanted to ascertain the true meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from them all, 
very fearsome, with teeth of iron, claws of bronze, that devoured and crushed, and stamped the remains; and 
of the ten horns on its head; and of the new one that sprouted, to make room for which three fell—the horn 
that had eyes, and a mouth that spoke arrogantly, and which was more conspicuous than its fellows. 
 
21-22 (I looked on as that horn made war with the holy ones and overcame them, until the Ancient of Days 
came and judgment was rendered in favor of the holy ones of the Most High, for the time had come, and the 
holy ones took possession of the kingdom.) 
 
23-26   This is what he said: ‘The fourth beast [means]—there will be a fourth kingdom upon the earth which 
will be different from all the kingdoms; it will devour the whole earth, tread it down, and crush it. 
And the ten horns [mean]—from that kingdom, ten kings will arise, and after them another will arise. He will 
be different from the former ones, and will bring low three kings. 
He will speak words against the Most High, and will harass the holy ones of the Most High.  
He will think of changing times and laws, and they will be delivered into his power for a time, times, and half a 
time. 
Then the court will sit and his dominion will be taken away, to be destroyed and abolished for all time. 
 
27   The kingship and dominion and grandeur belonging to all the kingdoms under Heaven will be given to the 
people of the holy ones of the Most High. Their kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey them.’” 
 
28   Here the account ends. I, Daniel, was very alarmed by my thoughts, and my face darkened; and I could not 
put the matter out of my mind. 
 
Babylonian Talmud, Megillah 11a 
Reish Lakish introduced this passage with an introduction from here: “As a roaring lion, and a ravenous bear, 
so is a wicked ruler over a poor people” (Proverbs 28:15). “A roaring lion”; this is the wicked Nebuchadnezzar, 
as it is written about him: “The lion has come up from his thicket” (Jeremiah 4:7). “A hungry bear”; this is 
Ahasuerus, as it is written about him: “And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear” (Daniel 7:5).  
And Rav Yosef taught that these who are referred to as a bear in the verse are the Persians. They are 
compared to a bear, as they eat and drink in large quantities like a bear; and they are coated with flesh like a 
bear; and they grow their hair long like a bear; and they never rest like a bear, whose manner it is to move 
about from place to place. 
 
Rashi 
“our wings...four heads” - They are the four rulers to whom Alexander of Macedon allotted his kingdom at his 
death, as is written in the book of Joseph ben Gurion (Book 3, ch. 14), for this third beast is the kingdom of 
Antiochus, and it is called namer/leopard because it issued decrees upon Israel [which were] 
menumerot/spotted and varied one from the other… 
“and...ten horns” - The angel explained to him that these are the ten kings who would ascend [the throne] of 
Rome before Vespasian, who would destroy the Temple. 
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Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, Part 2 43:1-2 
We have already shown in our work that the prophets sometimes prophesy in allegories; they use a term 
allegorically, and in the same prophecy the meaning of the allegory is given.  
 
In our dreams, we sometimes believe that we are awake, and relate a dream to another person, who explains 
the meaning, and all this goes on while we dream. Our Sages call this "a dream interpreted in a dream."  
 
In other cases, we learn the meaning of the dream after waking from sleep.  The same is the case with 
prophetic allegories. Some are interpreted in the prophetic vision.  
 
Thus it is related in Zechariah, after the description of the allegorical vision--"And the angel that talked with 
me came again and waked me as a man that is awakened from his sleep. And he said unto me, 'What dost 
thou see?'" etc. (Zech. 4:1-2), and then the allegory is explained (ver. 6, sqq.).  
 
Another instance we find in Daniel. It is first stated there: "Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his 
bed" (Dan. 7:1). The whole allegory is then given, and Daniel is described as sighing that he did not know its 
interpretation. He asks the angel for an explanation, and he received it in a prophetic vision. He relates as 
follows: "I came near unto one of those that stood by and asked him the truth of all this. So, he told me, and 
made me know the interpretation of the things" (ibid. ver. 16).  
 
The whole scene is called ḥazon (vision), although it was stated that Daniel had a dream, because an angel 
explained the dream to him in the same manner as is mentioned in reference to a prophetic dream. I refer to 
the verse: "A vision appeared to me Daniel, after that which appeared to me at the first" (ibid. 8:1). This is 
clear, for hazon (vision) is derived from ḥaza, "to see," and mareh, "vision," from ra’ah, "to see"; and ḥaza and 
ra’ah are synonymous. There is therefore no difference whether we use mareh, or maḥazeh, or ḥazon, there is 
no other mode of revelation but the two mentioned in Scripture: "In a vision I make myself known to him, in a 
dream I will speak unto him" (Num. 12:6).  
There are, however, different degrees [of prophetic proficiency], as will be shown (chap. xlv.).  
 
Midrash Vayikra Rabbah 25:3 
Rabbi Yehudah ben Shimon began, "'After the Lord your God shall you walk' (Deuteronomy 12:5).  
But is it possible for a man of flesh and blood to walk after the Holy One, the One about Whom it is written 
(Psalms 77:20), 'Your way is in the sea and Your path is in many waters?' And you say, 'After the Lord shall you 
walk?' 'And to Him shall you cling.'  
But is it possible for flesh and blood to go up to the Heavens and to cling to the Divine Presence, about Whom 
it is written (Deuteronomy 4:24), 'As the Lord, your God, is a consuming Fire,' and it is written (Daniel 7:9), 'His 
throne is sparks of fire,' and it is written (Daniel 7:10), 'A river of fire pulses and goes out before Him.' And 
you say, 'And to Him shall you cling?'  
But rather, the Holy One, from the very beginning of the creation of the world, was only occupied with 
planting first. Hence it is written (Genesis 2:8), 'And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden.'  
You also, when you enter into the land, only occupy yourselves with planting first.  
Hence it is written, 'When you shall come to the land.'" 


