
 

www.orhamidbar.org 

 
Hanging Out with the Lions: Daniel 6 

 
5:30-6:1   That very night, Belshazzar, the Chaldean king, was killed, and Darius the Mede received the 
kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 
 
2-4   It pleased Darius to appoint over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps to be in charge of the 
whole kingdom; over them were three ministers, one of them Daniel, to whom these satraps reported, in 
order that the king not be troubled. This man Daniel surpassed the other ministers and satraps by virtue of his 
extraordinary spirit, and the king considered setting him over the whole kingdom. 
 
5-6   The ministers and satraps looked for some fault in Daniel’s conduct in matters of state, but they could 
find neither fault nor corruption, inasmuch as he was trustworthy, and no negligence or corruption was to be 
found in him.  
Those men then said, “We are not going to find any fault with this Daniel, unless we find something against 
him in connection with the laws of his God.” 
 
7-10   Then these ministers and satraps came thronging in to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, live 
forever! All the ministers of the kingdom, the prefects, satraps, companions, and governors are in agreement 
that a royal ban should be issued under sanction of an oath that whoever shall address a petition to any god or 
man, besides you, O king, during the next thirty days shall be thrown into a lions’ den. 
So issue the ban, O king, and put it in writing so that it be unalterable as a law of the Medes and Persians that 
may not be abrogated.” 
Thereupon King Darius put the ban in writing. 
 
11-12   When Daniel learned that it had been put in writing, he went to his house, in whose upper chamber he 
had had windows made facing Jerusalem, and three times a day he knelt down, prayed, and made confession 
to his God, as he had always done. Then those men came thronging in and found Daniel petitioning his God in 
supplication. 
 
13-16   They then approached the king and reminded him of the royal ban: “Did you not put in writing a ban 
that whoever addresses a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, during the next thirty days, shall be 
thrown into a lions’ den?”  
The king said in reply, “The order stands firm, as a law of the Medes and Persians that may not be abrogated.” 
Thereupon they said to the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, pays no heed to you, O king, or to the ban 
that you put in writing; three times a day he offers his petitions [to his God].” 
Upon hearing that, the king was very disturbed, and he set his heart upon saving Daniel, and until the sun set 
made every effort to rescue him. 
Then those men came thronging in to the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes 
and Persians that any ban that the king issues under sanction of oath is unalterable.” 
 
17-19   By the king’s order, Daniel was then brought and thrown into the lions’ den. The king spoke to Daniel 
and said, “Your God, whom you serve so regularly, will deliver you.” 
A rock was brought and placed over the mouth of the den; the king sealed it with his signet and with the 
signet of his nobles, so that nothing might be altered concerning Daniel. 
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The king then went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and his sleep 
fled from him. 
 
20-21   Then, at the first light of dawn, the king arose and rushed to the lions’ den. 
As he approached the den, he cried to Daniel in a mournful voice; the king said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of 
the living God, was the God whom you served so regularly able to deliver you from the lions?” 
 
22   Daniel then talked with the king, “O king, live forever! 
My God sent His angel, who shut the mouths of the lions so that they did not injure me, inasmuch as I was 
found innocent by Him, nor have I, O king, done you any injury.” 
 
24-25   The king was very glad, and ordered Daniel to be brought up out of the den. Daniel was brought up out 
of the den, and no injury was found on him, for he had trusted in his God. 
Then, by order of the king, those men who had slandered Daniel were brought and, together with their 
children and wives, were thrown into the lions’ den.  
They had hardly reached the bottom of the den when the lions overpowered them and crushed all their 
bones. 
 
26-28   Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language that inhabit the earth, “May your 
well-being abound! I have hereby given an order that throughout my royal domain men must tremble in fear 
before the God of Daniel, for He is the living God who endures forever; His kingdom is indestructible, and His 
dominion is to the end of time; He delivers and saves and performs signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, 
for He delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.” 
 
29   Thus Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and during the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
 
Bel and the Dragon (LXX of Daniel), 31-42 
They threw Daniel into the lions’ den, and he was there for six days. There were seven lions in the den, and 
every day they had been given two human bodies and two sheep; but now they were given nothing, so that 
they would devour Daniel. 
Now the prophet Habakkuk was in Judea; he had made a stew and had broken bread into a bowl, and was 
going into the field to take it to the reapers. But the angel of the Lord said to Habakkuk, “Take the food that 
you have to Babylon, to Daniel, in the lions’ den.” Habakkuk said, “Sir, I have never seen Babylon, and I know 
nothing about the den.” Then the angel of the Lord took him by the crown of his head and carried him by his 
hair; with the speed of the wind[d] he set him down in Babylon, right over the den. 
Then Habakkuk shouted, “Daniel, Daniel! Take the food that God has sent you.” Daniel said, “You have 
remembered me, O God, and have not forsaken those who love you.” So Daniel got up and ate. And the angel 
of God immediately returned Habakkuk to his own place. 
On the seventh day the king came to mourn for Daniel. When he came to the den he looked in, and there sat 
Daniel! 41 The king shouted with a loud voice, “You are great, O Lord, the God of Daniel, and there is no other 
besides you!” 42 Then he pulled Daniel[e] out and threw into the den those who had attempted his 
destruction, and they were instantly eaten before his eyes. 
 
 
 


