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From the President’s Desk…  

 
 

      What is per capita? Why does money need to be sent to Women’s League in New York? How much of 
our dues is sent to them? What is that money used for?  
      Many Sisterhood members ask these questions. Per capita in the amount of $15 is sent to Women’s 
League for each Sisterhood member. This money is used to bring each and every one of us a full array of 
wonderful programs on Zoom at no cost. We actually get programs not only from Women’s League but also 
from our region, the Central Great Lakes Region. 
      Way before the start of the pandemic in 2020 (when many of us had never heard of Zoom), Women’s 
League had already begun to offer programs, sometimes daily. You can watch a program on preserving your 
memories, attend Rosh Chodesh programs, learn Hebrew, advocate for civil rights, or communicate with our 
Women’s League sisters in Israel and hear up-to-date information on the situation there. If you are not 
receiving the information or links, please contact either Diane or Judy. 

We wish you all a Freilach Purim. If you have not yet bought your tickets for the EHNTJC Purim Shpiel, 
please do so as soon as possible.   

L’Shalom, Judy Frank and Diane Rosenfeld 

 

 
 
 

   Good and Welfare… 
     >Condolences to Esther Berman on the passing    
       of her husband, Roger Berman. 
     >Condolences to the Brief Family on the passing    
       of their father, Rabbi Neil Brief. 
     >Condolences to Evie Ruebner on the passing   
       of her husband, Rabbi Ralph Ruebner. 
 

 

TODAH RABAH ● תודה רבה ● THANK YOU 
 Thank you to Bobbie Levin for her kind 

donation to our Sisterhood. 

Our next BOOK CLUB will be on 
Wednesday, March 20th  

at 10:30 a.m. on ZOOM to discuss 
 

“Kantika:  A Novel” 
by Elizabeth Graver 

 

Our next Book Club discussion will give us a 
Sephardi perspective on the immigrant 

experience.  
 

Kantika—“song” in Ladino—is a remarkable, 
lyrical work that conjures and embellishes the 
journey of the author’s grandmother Rebecca 
from Istanbul to Barcelona, Havana to New 
York. It is a beautiful work of historical fiction 
that tells the epic tale of a modern Sephardic 
family with sensitivity and cultural responsibility. 
Exploring identity, place and exile, it recovers a 
vanishing history, animates a rich range of 
characters, and is an inspiring mediation on the 
tenacity of women. 
 

Announcing that our last Book Club of this year 
will be on May 15th to review 
 “The Two-Family House” 
 by Lynda Cohen Loigman.   

 

We hope you will join us! 

Carol Gottlieb and Dolly Zavell 
Book Club Chairs 

 

 
 
 

 

              I never dreamed about success. 
              I worked for it…Estée Lauder 

 

News and Notes… 
Be a media mogul!  A $5 contribution makes you 

a sponsor of our Sisterhood Bulletin. 
 

Please mail your contributions to: 
Judy Arkin c/o EHNTJC Sisterhood 

4500 Dempster Street ● Skokie, IL   60076 
 

Our Media Moguls this month are: 
Esther Berman,  

Joan Cook 
(in honor of birthdays of grandson Hayden Kaplan 

and nephew Michael Cherney), 
Fran Givertz 

(in honor of my family and friends), 
Miriam Goldberger, 

Mickey Gordon 
(in honor of my children, grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren), 
Bobbie Levin, Dori Marks, 

Esther Manewith 
(in honor of our grandchildren), 
Ada Rabinowitz and Judi Stein 

 



Putting “Action” into Social Action! 
by Julie Weill, Social Action V.P. 

 

The EHNTJC Sisterhood Social Action Committee is proud 
to have sponsored tzedakah projects over the past several 

years that focus on supporting families— including 
collecting items for families served by Jewish Child & 

Family Services, Share Our Spare, and the Niles Township 
Food Panty. The Committee plans to continue to sponsor 
these types of tzedakah projects, and we are also seeking 

to provide Sisterhood members with increased 
opportunities for hands-on volunteer projects. This spring, 

committee members are researching various volunteer 
opportunities with local organizations that serve families. 

After we gather our research and select some activities that 
suit the interests and abilities of our Sisterhood, we look 

forward to sharing ideas with you and having you sign up!  
 

 

                           Torah Fund 
                         by Rose-Lynn Jaffe 
                          Torah Fund V.P. 

 
 
In 1934, what was then called National Women’s League 
of the United Synagogue of America (now Women’s 
League for Conservative Judaism) established an 
education fund to assist the Jewish Theological Seminary 
(JTS). Last month, I began a review of the timeline of 
Torah Fund beneficiaries beginning with its creation in 
1934 through 1958. Below is the timeline for 1963-1984. 
 
1963 - Campaign Evolution is established to extend 
support to all of the schools of JTS and other seminary 
facilities and programs as they are established: Schechter 
Institute of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem (est. 1984); Ziegler 
School of Rabbinic Studies, Los Angeles (est. 1996); 
Seminario Rabinico Latinamericano, Buenos Aires (est. 
1963), Zacharias Frankel College, Potsdam (est. 2017). 
The two campaigns (scholarship and building) are 
combined under the name Torah Fund. Mathilde 
Schechter Residence Hall (JTS) for undergraduate 
students is completed in 1976. Goldsmith Hall is dedicated 
in 1978 and its Mo’adon (lounge) in 1983, both for married 
and graduate students. 
 
1982 - Women’s League undertakes the responsibility of 
providing 500 bookshelves in addition to study carrels for 
the new Seminary library. Over the next four years, the 
project raises about $1,400. 
 
1984 - The Sculpture Garden at Schechter Institutes is 
dedicated. Conservative/Masorti rabbinical and cantorial 
students study at Schechter during their year in Israel, 
along with more than 500 Israelis who obtain graduate 
degrees in Judaic Studies. 

 

Education Corner: 

“Purim” 

by Bobbie Levin 
 

   Purim commemorates the survival of the 
Jewish people who, in the fifth century BCE, were 
marked for death by their Persian rulers. In March, 
Jews throughout the world celebrate Purim.  
   Purim is not an event but a non-event. God’s 
name is never mentioned in the entire Megillah read 
on Purim. In the Purim miracle, God works behind 
the scenes. We ourselves need to recognize the 
underlying patterns in the events. Over a period of 
nine years, wicked Haman has persuaded the king to 
annihilate the Jews. 
   King Ahasuerus has his wife killed and takes 
the Jewess Esther as his wife. No one knows her. 
Mordechai foils an assassination attempt against the 
king. Years later, the king rewards Mordechai. Esther 
intervenes in Haman’s plot to kill the Jews. Each 
event is a link in the chain of history.  
   Children, our source of strength, play an 
important role in Purim events, dressing in costumes, 
dancing, singing and foiling Haman. The war in 
Ukraine happened right before Purim 2022. One 
could see the fear in their eyes trying to celebrate 
Purim. Rabbi Pinchas Taylor of Plantation, Florida 
said two Vladimirs, two sides fighting—one the 
aggressor, one the defender—sounds almost 
biblical.”  Purim 2023 was very different. There was 
faith in their army and many Jews returned to Kyiv, 
although 14,000 Jews have gone to Israel.  
   I have no doubt there will be public Purim 
celebrations in Israel, but what will happen in the 
U.S. amidst our rising antisemitism?  Will Purim be 
celebrated outside our college campuses, Jewish 
institutions, in downtown Chicago? 

Ask your children and grandchildren. 
 

Chag Purim Sameach! 
May Purim be a source of light and hope! 

 

Save the Date: 

Torah Fund Luncheon 
Wednesday, May 8th – 11:30 a.m. 

Guest Speaker:   Cantor Daniel Gale 
Catered by Zelda’s 

 

Invitation to follow….. 
 

Our Sisterhood is an affiliate of 
 

                           



 


