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From the President’s Desk… 

 

In the month of December, we recognize the birthdays of two very important pioneers in the 
establishment of Conservative Judaism; Rabbi Solomon Schechter (December 7) and his wife, Mathilde Roth 
Schechter (December 16).  Ahead of the times, Mathilde pursued serious interests outside the home. She 
established a Jewish vocational school for girls on the Lower East Side. Her musical talent and interest in 
congregational singing, led to her organizing the Society for Ancient Hebrew Melodies as well as the 
publication of a hymn book titled Kol Rina. However, the crowning achievement of her public career was the 
establishment of the Women’s League of the United Synagogue of America (today called Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism). Today, Women’s League boasts 13 regions throughout the country with more than 400 
affiliate sisterhoods.  It supports five educational institutions of higher learning and has a multitude of 
stimulating educational, cultural and musical programs as well as Hebrew reading classes, health and wellness 
initiatives, social action, interest groups and so much more. There are so many opportunities to take advantage 
of and they are all offered to you with your Sisterhood membership. You have access to these programs online 
from both Women’s League and the Central Great Lakes Region without any additional cost to you!    
 Please join us for our December programs. Our Chanukah Happening will take place on December 7th 
including a mini-boutique, a delicious lunch with all the Chanukah trimmings and will end with musical 
entertainment by the Klezmer Duet and the Wilmetsky Orchestra Band. Our book review on December 21st 
will feature “Spilt Milk” by Courtney Zoffness and will take place on Zoom only. 
  I wish you and your families a joyful and meaningful Chanukah and a Happy and Healthy 2023! 
 

B’ Shalom, Diane Rosenfeld 
 

Our Sisterhood is an affiliate of 
 

 
 

Good and Welfare… 
 
 

 Refuah Shlema to Idelle Peaceman. 
 Mazel Tov to Marsha Brody on the Bar 

Mitzvah of her grandson—Jack Brody. 
 

 
 

             

TODAH RABAH ● תודה רבה ● THANK YOU   

 

● Thank you to all my Sisterhood friends for the 
beautiful card that was sent to wish me a speedy 
recovery…..Barbara Schwartz. 
● Thanks to all who have made donations in support 
of our Sisterhood programming! 
            

DATES TO REMEMBER… 
by Judy Arkin - Programming V.P. 

 

Wednesday, January 4th at 1:00 p.m. 
Notable Ukrainian Jews Who 

Influenced Our World – 
by Leah Polin (ZOOM only) 

 

Wednesday, February 1st at 1:00 p.m. 
Jews of Cuba – 

by Helene Herman (ZOOM only) 
 

Wednesday, February 15th at 10:30 a.m. 
Book Club – (ZOOM only) 

“Ticking Clock:  Behind the Scenes at  
60 Minutes” by Ira Rosen 

 

News and Notes… 
Be a media mogul!  A $5 contribution makes you  

a sponsor of our Sisterhood Bulletin.     

Please mail your contributions to: 
        Judy Arkin c/o EHNTJC Sisterhood 
  4500 Dempster Street ● Skokie, IL   60076 

 

Our Media Moguls this month are: 
Esther Berman 

(in honor of my grandchildren), 
Joan Cook 

(in honor of the birthdays of my twin granddaughters— 
Jaimie Albert and Rikki Hopkins, and my grandson—

Geoff Hopkins), 
Fran Givertz 

(in honor of my family and friends), 
Miriam Goldberger, 

Mickey Gordon 
(in honor of my grandchildren), 

Bobbie Levin, 
Esther Manewith 

(in honor of our grandchildren), 
Dori Marks, Ada Rabinowitz andJudi Stein 

 



         It is important to stop now and    
               then to look back on life. 

 

Latke Recipe 
 by Francine Schulman 

 

 4 or 5 white potatoes grated (I use a food 
processor and leave the skin on, too.) 

 1 onion chopped  
 lemon juice (about 1-1/2 teaspoons) 
 3 eggs lightly beaten 
 1/3 cup matzo meal (may need more) 
 salt and pepper (to your taste) 

 

Mix all in a bowl. 
 

I have substituted zucchini or sweet potato for 
some of the white potato. 

 

Fry in hot oil. Serve with sour cream or 
applesauce.  Enjoy! 
 

 

Membership Update! 
by Roz Cherry - Membership V.P. 

 

We are now in the midst of our membership campaign! 
Thank you to all of you who have renewed your 
membership and have also encouraged your friends and 
neighbors to join! We are so happy to have so many new 
members. We look forward to seeing you at our wonderful 
cultural, musical and educational events.  Please continue 
to introduce others to our Sisterhood. Membership dues 
are $36, and a check can be dropped off or mailed to the 
synagogue.  
 

Questions about membership?  Please contact me at  
847-975-3823 or rosalynrcherry@icloud.com. 

 
 
 

WAYS & MEANS  

Are You Ready for Chanukah? 
by Judy Frank - Ways & Means V.P. 

   

Are you ready for Chanukah? The Sisterhood Judaica 
Gift Shop is ready. Do you or someone you know 

need an electric menorah? We have large and small 
ones. Do you want a unique menorah for a child or an 
adult? We have those too. We also have candles and 

some fun gifts. So come by and check us out. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone on 
Wednesday, December 7th at our annual Chanukah 
Happening where we will be having a mini-boutique.  

This is a great opportunity to purchase Chanukah 
gifts. Please come to the synagogue by 10:45 a.m. so 

you will have ample time to shop before lunch. 
 

Judy Frank 
847-530-4572 or Judy@tcscorp.com 

EDUCATION CORNER 
WHY CHANUKAH? 

by Dr. Esther Javetz –  Education V.P. 
 

The Jewish people have about 4000 
years of history (since Abraham); we also have 
quite a few holidays which commemorate 
important events, but still…we had many more 
events than the number of holidays on our 
calendar! 

So, how were the holidays chosen? They 
did commemorate important events from the 
past, however; they carry themes that have 
implications for the FUTURE of the Jewish 
people as well. 

Chanukah commemorates the fight of the 
Jewish people against the Greek Empire that 
controlled the Middle East from mid-4th century 
BCE to mid-1st century BCE. The Greeks were 
the first European Empire to penetrate the Middle 
East, and their culture was very different from the 
Jews as well as other Middle Eastern nations. 

The Greeks applied “soft power” as well 
as “hard power.” They brought theaters, 
gymnasiums, philosophy and clothing fashion to 
Judea, as well as new laws about banning 
circumcision, Shabbat and desecration of the 
Holy Temple. They also changed our sun-based 
Biblical calendar to a moon-based calendar (that 
we still use). 

At the beginning, when just soft power 
was applied, there were people of Judea who 
tried to imitate the Greeks. They were called 
Pseudo-Greeks (MITYAVNIM) by the traditional 
people of Judea. Later, when hard power was 
applied, a rebellion broke, that caused the 
Greeks to retreat and gave us 103 years of an 
independent Jewish state. 

This was then and what is now? In 
modern Israel there are people who are “post-
Zionists.”  They want to make Israel into a 
generic democracy; not the homeland of the 
Jewish people. They are secular and they imitate 
the woke culture. How are they called by most 
traditional citizens of Israel? -- Pseudo-Greeks 
(MITYAVNIM). 

The struggle between those who believe 
in Jewish uniqueness and those who want us to 
be like “other nations” continues.  It started 
during Biblical times, and continues up to this 
very day. But we as Sisterhood of our synagogue 
will continue to light Chanukah candles to 
commemorate the Maccabees who cleaned out 
the Temple, and restored traditional Judaism.



 
 
 

 
 

TORAH FUND 80th BIRTHDAY  
           by Rose-Lynn Jaffe – Torah Fund V.P. 

 
  

 
 

According to custom, each wedding anniversary has a specific traditional gift source. The 
traditional gift for an 80th anniversary is oak. The oak tree takes years to mature, which directly relates 
to the long-standing commitment for an 80-year-old marriage to sustain itself. 
   This year, the Torah Fund campaign, the dedicated philanthropy of Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism, has reached our 80th birthday. Just like the oak tree, the dedication and 
nurturing of generations of our members has allowed this campaign to thrive and succeed in its goals. 
Your continued support of Torah Fund has enabled our sisterhood to be part of the success of Torah 
Fund.   
   The major gifts from Torah Fund have, among other things, secured scholarships, built 
libraries and residence halls, and funded the creation of the Women’s League Educational Pavilion 
located in Kripke Tower at JTS. This pavilion is a state-of-the-art facility that provides students and 
faculty with the latest electronic educational and technological capabilities.  

With your support, we will be able to continue for the next 80 years. 

 

 

Our next Sisterhood Book Club will meet 
Wednesday, December 21st 

10:30 a.m. on ZOOM to discuss 
 
 

“Spilt Milk: Memoirs” 
by Courtney Zoffness 

 

Award winning author Courtney Zoffness considers what we inherit from generations past – 
biologically, culturally, spiritually – and what we pass on to our children. In ten essays written 
with subtle wit and vulnerable voice, Zoffness considers what role does a mother play in 
raising thoughtful, generous children? Where is the line between privacy and secrecy? How do 
the stories we tell inform who we become? In these essays, sometimes fierce and sometimes 
funny, she insightfully captures how the past shapes who we are and who we might become, 
reflecting on topics including her childhood anxiety issues and challenges to her Jewish faith.  
Zoffness tackles motherhood in a way that is simultaneously fresh and achingly relatable. She 
recreates tender, moving, and poetic moments that can etch their way right into your brain 
and heart.  These powerful, dynamic essays herald a vital new voice. 

 

Carol Gottlieb and Dolly Zavell - Book Club Chairs 



               
          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


