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From the President’s Desk… 

 

As Sisterhood president, it is especially gratifying to me when I see a collaboration between our 
Sisterhood and other groups within our congregation. I witnessed this on Sunday, October 9th as I walked up 
to the Dempster Street entrance and saw children playing outside, congregants hanging decorations and 
others interacting in the sukkah. This was a true collaboration as Sisterhood sponsored a pizza lunch and 
donated the supplies so that our religious school students could decorate the sukkah. In addition, the HIAS 
refugee family that we sponsored was there decorating and participating along with us. Thank you to 
Sisterhood and congregation members and HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) volunteers, Carol Gottlieb 
and Marlene Singer who made this possible. Thank you also to Julie Weill, Sisterhood Social Action Vice-
President, Judy Arkin, Sisterhood Programming Vice-President and Chair of the Religious School, Sisterhood 
Torah Fund Vice-President, Rose-Lynn Jaffe, Nina and Barry Summers and teachers, Miriam Davidson and 
Michelle Mantel.  Thank you also to Rabbi Weill for teaching the children about Sukkot and giving everyone the 
opportunity to shake the lulav and etrog. Kol Hakavod (All the Honor) to everyone involved in this endeavor. 
 As we enter the Hebrew month of Cheshvan (no Jewish holidays), we embrace Jewish Book Month. 
We will be having two Book and Author events. On November 2nd, author Ron Balson will enlighten us on his 
new book, An Affair of Spies. Sisterhood and congregation member Deanna Shoss, along with co-author and 
colleague, Jerry Witkovsky, will speak about their new book, Where Two Worlds Meet, A Guide to Connecting 
with Your Teenage Grandchildren on November 30th at 7:30 pm. Please join us for both events.  
 From my family to yours, I wish you a joyful and fulfilling Thanksgiving, together with family and friends. 
And as we embark on Cheshvan, Happy Reading!  

 

B’ Shalom, Diane Rosenfeld 
 

 

Our Sisterhood is an affiliate of 

 
 

 
 

 

Good and Welfare… 
 
 

 Refuah Shlema to Rosalie Persky, Debbie 
Reich, Shari Warshawsky and Barbara 
Schwartz. 

 Mazel Tov to Veronika Urban on the Bat 
Mitzvah of her granddaughter—Zoe Urban. 

                            

TODAH RABAH ● תודה רבה ● THANK YOU   

 

● Rose-Lynn Jaffe for welcoming last year’s Torah 
Fund donors to a thank you event at her sukkah. 
There were 7 of us and we were able to say the 
appropriate b’rachot and wave the lulav and etrog. 
Refreshments were served and a fun time was had 
by all! 
● Miffie Nagorsky for her generous donation in 
honor of her granddaughter Abigail Elissa Israel’s 
Bat Mitzvahs in Israel and New York and in honor 
of Miffie’s special birthday. 
●Thank you to all my Sisterhood friends for the 
Leagram greetings marking our 65th wedding 
anniversary…..Esther Manewith. 
● Thank you to Robin Cember and Marsha Warnick 
for your kind donations to Sisterhood. 
●Thank you to all my Sisterhood friends for my 
birthday Leagram greetings…..Bette Blumenthal. 
            

 

News and Notes… 
Be a media mogul!  A $5 contribution makes you  

a sponsor of our Sisterhood Bulletin. 
    

Please mail your contributions to: 
        Judy Arkin c/o EHNTJC Sisterhood 
  4500 Dempster Street ● Skokie, IL   60076 

 

Our Media Moguls this month are: 
Esther Berman 

(in honor of my grandchildren), 
Joan Cook, 
Fran Givertz 

(in honor of my family and friends), 
Miriam Goldberger, 

Mickey Gordon 
(in honor of my grandchildren), 

Bobbie Levin, 
Esther Manewith 

(in honor of our grandchildren), 
Dori Marks, Ada Rabinowitz, Judi Stein and 

Veronika Urban 
 



SAVE THE DATE… 
by Judy Arkin - Programming V.P. 

 
 

Wednesday, November 30th at 7:30 p.m. 
Deanna Shoss and Jerry Witkovsky 

with their newly released book 
“Where Two Worlds Meet:  A Guide to 

Connecting with Your Teenage 
Grandchildren” 

 

Wednesday, December 7th at 11:30 a.m. 
Luncheon and Program 

with The Wilmetskys & Professional Duet 
 

 

Membership Update! 
by Roz Cherry - Membership V.P. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the wonderful 
events, book reviews, educational and social action 
programs that we have planned. Please consider 
asking your neighbors, family members and friends 
to join our Sisterhood!   
 

Questions about membership?  Please contact me 
at 847-975-3823 or rosalynrcherry@icloud.com. 

 
                                                                                         
   

 

WAYS & MEANS  

by Judy Frank - Ways & Means V.P. 
   
     Our Sisterhood Judaica Gift Shop is here to serve 
our Sisterhood members and all our congregants.  
Please let me know in advance if there is anything 
special you would like to order or be able to 
purchase at the gift shop.  Chanukah is just around 
the corner and we will have a supply of Chanukah 
candles as well as menorahs.   
     Sisterhood always has cards available that can 
be sent to people for any occasion.  The cards are 
sold in packages of 8 for $10 or larger size cards are 
6 for $18.  They are also available in the synagogue 
office. 
     Thank you for your continued support of our gift 
shop. 

Judy Frank 
847-530-4572 or Judy@tcscorp.com 

 

 

Rejoice with me; it is dull   
doing it alone. 

 

EDUCATION CORNER 
by Gloriann Levy - Education Committee  

 

Thanksgiving 
     Thanksgiving will be celebrated this year on 
Thursday, November 24th. 
     George Washington, the first president of the United 
States of America, assigned Thursday, the 26th day of 
November as a day of thanksgiving to God for his care 
and protection of the people of this country before 
becoming a nation.  It was one-time event until 
Abraham Lincoln reinstated the day. 
     In 1863, Lincoln signed a proclamation making 
Thanksgiving a national holiday to be celebrated on  
the last Thursday of the month.  President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt mandated that Thanksgiving always 
be celebrated on the 4th Thursday of November, even if 
it was a month of five Thursdays. 
     But Thanksgiving might be more Jewish than you 
would expect.  There is ample argument that 
Thanksgiving is modeled on the ancient Israelite 
celebration of the Biblical Holiday of Sukkot, which was 
the harvest festival. 
     The Puritans, who settled in New England, were the 
first people to celebrate Thanksgiving. They saw 
themselves as Israelites crossing the Atlantic Ocean just 
as the Israelites crossed the Red Sea.  They viewed their 
hardships in the new land like the Israelites wandering 
through the desert on the way to the Holy Land. Their 
lives were dependent on nature, on rain and on sun. 
They knew that Sukkot was a fall Holiday and they 
expressed their gratitude in the fall by way of a feast. 
     But even before the Puritans, there were traditions 
of thanks and giving.  The Greeks called it Thesmorphia.  
It took place over three days in the fall.  The Romans 
called it Cerelia, in honor of their god Ceres, the god of 
grain. Ancient Egyptians had a holiday named after their 
god of fertility and vegetation named Min.  It was 
celebrated at the end of the harvest.  The Chinese had a 
harvest festival that they called Chung Ch’ui.  It was a 
three-day feast, during which they harvested fruit and 
baked round, yellow cakes to symbolize the full moon.  
The Chinese holiday always fell on the 15th day of the 
eighth month which is always a full moon—as Sukkot 
falls on the 15th day of Tishrei. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Our next Sisterhood Book Club will meet 
Wednesday, December 21st 

10:30 a.m. on ZOOM to discuss 
 
 

“Spilt Milk: Memoirs” 
by Courtney Zoffness 

 

Award winning author Courtney Zoffness considers what we inherit from generations past – 
biologically, culturally, spiritually – and what we pass on to our children. In ten essays written 
with subtle wit and vulnerable voice, Zoffness considers what role does a mother play in 
raising thoughtful, generous children? Where is the line between privacy and secrecy? How do 
the stories we tell inform who we become? In these essays, sometimes fierce and sometimes 
funny, she insightfully captures how the past shapes who we are and who we might become, 
reflecting on topics including her childhood anxiety issues and challenges to her Jewish faith.  
Zoffness tackles motherhood in a way that is simultaneously fresh and achingly relatable. She 
recreates tender, moving, and poetic moments that can etch their way right into your brain 
and heart.  These powerful, dynamic essays herald a vital new voice. 

 

Carol Gottlieb and Dolly Zavell - Book Club Chairs 
 

Sukkot Celebration - 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SSOOCCIIAALL  AACCTTIIOONN    by Julie Weill  ––  Social Action V.P. 
 

We hope you will participate in this year’s JCFS holiday gift program. 
See how you can help….. 


